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EVERYBODY'S BUSINESS

Vista Dome Car
Is Rail 'Plus' Service

BY PHIL S .  HANNA

A r i d e  i n  one o f  t h e  new V i s t a  Dame c a r s  now
i n  r e g u l a r  day  s e r v i c e  o n  t h e  B u r l i n g t o n  between
Chicago and t h e  Tw in  C i t i e s  c e r t a i n l y  g i v e s  one  a
reminder  o f  how much more t h e  r a i l r o a d s  a r e  g i v -
i n g  t h e  coach  passenger  f o r  h i s  money t h a n  e v e r
b e f o r e .  I t  i s n ' t  o n l y  a  case  o f  t h r o w i n g  i n  a t
no e x t r a  c o s t  a  spec ies  o f  o b s e r v a t i o n  c a r  p r i v -
i l e g e s  h e r e t o f o r e  r e s t r i c t e d  t o  P u l l m a n  t i c k e t
h o l d e r s .  T h e  V i s t a  Dome g i v e s  t h e  p a s s e n g e r  a
" k i n d "  o f  r i d e  w h i c h  he  h a s  n e v e r  h a d  b e f o r e  a t
any p r i c e .

You r i d e  j u s t  h i g h  enough  t o  m i s s  m o s t  u n -
s i g h t l y  t h i n g s  a l o n g  t h e  t r a c k s  a n d  y e t  l o w
enough t o  g e t  a  k e e n  v i s i o n  o f  t r e e s ,  r i v e r s ,
r o a d s ,  h o u s e s  a n d  o t h e r  o b j e c t s  o f  i n t e r e s t .

But  t h e  m o s t  o u t s t a n d i n g  t h i n g  a b o u t  t h e s e
dams c a r s  i s  t h e i r  unusua l  q u i e t n e s s .  T h a t  f e a -
t u r e  g i v e s  t h e  dome r i d e r  a n  u n u s u a l  s e n s e  o f
g l i d i n g  th rough  t h e  a i r .  Y o u  h e a r  v e r y  l i t t l e  o f
t he  t r a c k  and t r u c k  n o i s e s .

Provide E x t r a  Passenger Space

Each V i s t a  Dame h a s  2 4  s e a t s  w h i c h  a r e  n o t
r e s e r v e d .  T h e r e  a r e  e n o u g h  dome c o m p a r t m e n t
s e a t s  o n  t h e  T w i n  C i t i e s  Z e p h y r s  s o  t h a t  e a c h
passenger  h a s  a n  a l l o t m e n t  o f  h i s  r e g u l a r  c a r
s e a t  a n d  o n e - h a l f  a  dome s e a t .  T h i s  f e a t u r e ,
acco rd ing  t o  A l b e r t  C o t s w o r t h ,  B u r l i n g t o n  Pass -
enger T r a f f i c  Manager,  i s  g r e a t l y  a p p r e c i a t e d  b y
passengers.  F r e e d o m  t o  move a b o u t  o n  t h e  V i s t a
Dome t r a i n s  e l i m i n a t e s  a n y  m o n o t o n y  o f  t r a i n
t r a v e l ,  C o t s w o r t h  a d d e d .

Besides g i v i n g  c o a c h  passenge rs  a  s u p e r i o r
o b s e r v a t i o n  c a r  p r i v i l e g e  t h e r e  a r e  f e w e r  s e a t s
p e r  c a r  on  t h e  ma in  f l o o r .  T h i s  means more m a i n
f l o o r  space  p e r  passenger.

The c a r s  a r e  85  f e e t  l o n g .  B u d &  Manu fac tu r -
i n g  Co. ,  t h e  b u i l d e r s ,  p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t  t h e  t o p  o f
t h e  dame c a r  i s  o n l y  one f o o t  f o u r  i n c h e s  h i g h e r
than  i n  s t a n d a r d  c a r s .  T h e  f i r s t  V i s t a  Dame c a r
was p u t  i n  s e r v i c e  b y  t h e  B u r l i n g t o n  i n  1945 .
I t ' s  p o p u l a r i t y  r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  road.  o r d e r i n g  4 0
such c a r s .
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▪ f a r  advanced in rail travel.

"It  is seldom that I write a testimonial, but I can appreciate and enjoy your
modern equipment, service, smooth speed, a n d  las t  bu t  no t  least t he  Vis ta
Dome cars—all  of which are far  advanced in  ra i l  travel. I t  is  a  real  pleasure
for me to relax and travel on the Zephyr routes."

▪ t h e  most pleasant railroad trip ever experienced.
" I  thought you might be interested in a very nice compliment paid the Bur-

lington th is  noon b y  Senator   o f    a t  a n  in formal  address t o  a
number of business men. He made the statement that yesterday afternoon he
had the  most  pleasant ra i l road  t r i p  t ha t  h e  h a d  ever  experienced, o n  t he
Burlington Zephyr f rom Chicago to  Minneapol is,  wh ich  he  described a s  the
finest t ra in he had even been pr iv i leged to r ide on."

▪ d e l u x e  traveling.

" I  had the pleasure of  r id ing in  the Vis ta Dome of  your  westbound t ra in
Savanna to LaCrosse. I  could fu l ly  appreciate the deluxe travel ing in this new
coach a n d  tra in.  Congratulations o n  the  t rave l  comfort  y o u r  company  has
seen f i t  to  make 'available in  these days  of  scarcity."

• p l e a s a n t  experience.
"It was recently my privilege to ride on the Vista Dome Zephyr to St. Paul.

It would  be most unfair not to report to you the pleasant experience which we
all enjoyed on your modern equipment."

▪ •  the nicest train I have ever ridden on.

" I  had the occasion to ride your Zephyr train from Chicago to Minneapolis.
I spent most of m y  t ime dur ing the t r ip  i n  the Vista Dome port ion o f  the  car
and enjoyed i t  very  much. I  do  not hesitate to say  that th is  w a s  the nicest
train I have ever ridden on."

- I f s  more l i ke  g l id ing
of speed.

I 'm h i gh l y  enthusiast i
about  t h e  t r a i n  a s  a  v

One  o f  t h e  mos t  in te
Vis ta  Dome i s  the  sky.
hor izon t o  zen i th .

The V i s ta  Domes we t
I h a d  expected.  I  foun
fortable,  too.

The qu ie tness  o f  the
the w h o l e  coun t r ys i de
i n g  i n  a  Vis ta  Dome on
exper iences a  pe rson  1

I h a d  the  sensat ion  c
a i r  a n d  b e i n g  v e r y  d o

I t hough t  I  w o u l d  h a
ing  i n  t he  V i s t a  Dome,
at a l l .

This r e a l l y  i s  t h e  leu
modern  t r a i n  t rave l .

A l l  t hose  l i t t l e  d e t a i
to t r a v e l e r s  a r e  f o u n d

I l i ked  i t  much  bet ter
popu la r  a n d  e x t r a  f a :
t rave led o n .

Bur l ington a g a i n  see
has s i nce  t h e  P ioneer

The ven t i l a t i on  systei
smok ing  u p  here .  ther4
t ionab le  smoke  haze . "



, and there's no  fee l ing

c abou t  the domes a n d
thole.

rest ing fea tu res  o f  t he
You see  a l l  o f  i t  f r o m

e fa r  more  r o o m y  t h a n
,d the  sea ts  v e r y  corn-

dome a n d  the  v i e w  o f
cer ta in ly  m a k e  t r a v e l -
? of  the most en j oyab le
:ould h a v e .

wh izz ing  t h r o u g h  the
se to  t h e  s k y.

ve t o  s toop  o v e r  w a l k -
but there 's  n o  t r o u b l e

a w o r d  i n  n o v e l  u l t r a -

Is t h a t  m e a n  s o  m u c h
on t h i s  t ra in ,

than a n y  o f  the  m a n y
re t r a i n s  t h a t  I  h a v e

ops t h e  f i e l d  a s  i t
Zephyr.

m is g rand .  I n  sp i te  o f
3's n o n e  o f  t h a t  o b j e c -

▪ t h e  finest train and service in the United States.

"That Zephyr with the Vista Dome has got everything in this country beat a
mile. Riding along in the Vista Dome with no lights and the beautiful moonlight
—I cer ta in ly  must admi t  that  y o u  have  today,  wi thout  a n y  exceptions, t he
finest t ra in and service in the United States."

• i t ' s  out of this world.

"Wi th  a party of nine others I rode the morning Zephyr to St. Paul, and we
all were most enthusiastic. I t  was a most delightful trip, comfortable in  every
way  and exceedingly thri l l ing. I t  seems to make every passenger an engineer
▪ o n e  can sit in  the Vista Dome and feel as though he has had a  hand in
running the train. The  tr ip thri l led me so much I've been tell ing eveyone, 'You
simply must take a  t r ip  on  the Vista Dome Zephyr. I t ' s  out  o f  th is  w o r l d , ' "

▪ c a n  see everything to the best advantage.

"The t r ip  from St. Paul to Chicago along the snow-covered shores of  the
Mississippi is comparable only to the r ide down the Hudson; and in  one of the
new glass-domed cars of the Burlington's Zephyr the passenger can see every-
thing to the best advantage."

▪ o n e  may relax and view the scenery.

"The novelty of the 'skylite' ride in the domes on top makes it a real pleas-
ure, where  one m a y  re lax and  v iew  the scenery, and  more so w h e n  trains
reach the scenic country."

▪ t h a t  wonderful smooth feeling of  flying through space.

" ' O h  for the wings of a bird' w i l l  never be sung again by  my lips. Next time
I a m  in  that mood I  shal l  s imply  take a  r ide on your  wonderful  Vis ta  Dome
Zephyr and experience again that wonderful  smooth feeling of f l y ing  through
space wi th the greatest of ease."
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The V i s t a - D o m e

Built into the roofs o f  the coaches
and the parlor-observation car, each
dome has  24  deep-cushioned seats
enclosed in  non-glare, heat-resistant
safety glass, f rom which passengers
have a n  unobstructed v i e w.  These
seats a r e  no t  reserved, s o  a l l  pas-
sengers m a y  en joy  this treat.

Camera fans find the dome a mar-
velous place from which to  photo-
graph the enchanting scenery along
the Mississippi River. Best  results
are secured b y  us ing  twice t he
normal exposure.

empletely new otainlose steel California Zephyrs are to be placed in Itervico
between Chicago. Denver. Salt Luke City and San Francisco late in 1948 (replan-
ing the Exposition Flyer). Each Zephyr wil l  feature three coaches, o buffet-lounge
car. and a  lounge-observation car a l l  equipped with the popular Vista-Domes,

which. passengers wil l  thrill to the glorious scanerr at the Colorado Rocitioe
Ciairdieliks Feather M i l l i  Cailybri. SI-et:Ming cats wilredlifeiTn- 3O-11617-iII-

II
oremodations. Coloriul dining car for a l l  mauls.

Watch f o r  the  n e w
CALIFORNIA ZEPHYR

I

Burlington introduced the f irst Vista-Dome I n  July,
1945. and in December, 1947, planed in service between
Chicago a n d  St .  PauIlitinneapolis t h e  n o w  T W I N
ZEPHYRS t h e  bin! regular trains over to be equipped
with Vista•Dome coin.

Each Twin Zephyr has font spacious coaches and a
luxurious parlor-observation ca r  w i th  Vista-Dornes, a
colorful diner, and a  beautifully•appointed club-lounge.
Traveling, as they do, the scenic route along the upper
Mississippi River. these thrilling trains hove met with
tremendous approval by  the traveling public.
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Set forth herein are  extracts from a  few  o f  the
authentic and voluntary expressions of  commenda-

tion that have come to us from revenue passengers
who have ridden the now Twin Zephyrs. They speak

so wel l  o f  these f ine t ra ins that  we  are  happy t o
have others road them.
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