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SIGHT S AND SCENES

.. NEBRASKA anp
KANSAS

NEBRASKA.

ITHIN the boundaries of Nebraska are vast areas of
the most fertile and productive soil on the Couti-
nent, It is nearly all arable, and every acreis avail-
able either for pasture or farming. There is almost

an entire absence of waste land. The Platte, Republican, Elk-
horn, Loup and Niobrara are the principal interior rivers, all
moving from west to east, or southeast, Each of these large
streams has numberless tributaries. The bottom-lands along the
rivers are especially fertile, thongh hilly land is much preferred
for general farming. A superior system of public schools, and
an inexhaustible State fund from which to maintain them ;
churches in every village and almost every valley ; railroads
fairly gridironing the State, and a most invigorating and
healthy elimate, combine to make Nebraska desirable, in every
sense of the term, for a residence. The wonderful fertility of
its sail, and its great depth, assure the husbandman satisfactory
returns for his labor for a long period. Being adapted to all
ceveals, orchard and vineyard crops, and producing luxuriant
 pasturage, Nebraska offers especial inducements to agricultural
settlers and stock growers, The railways afford quick and cheap
transportation to excellent local and foreign markets. By the
system of freight rates in force on the lines leading to and into
Nebraska, the producer on the Nebraska plains is at no disad-
vantage with his Eastern Iowa neighbors, so far as marketing
his products is concerned. Grain brings as much in an interior
city in Nebraska as it does in an interior city in Iowa. Besides
this, & market is being created in the mining and stock-growing
regions to the west. The State is especially fortunate in its
location. The population of Nebraska, in round numbers, is
over one million, the increase between 1880 and 1885, when
census returns were made, being over 60 per cent. Its total
ares is nearly fifty million acres. Out of this magnificent
body of land, nearly all of which is arable, 100,000 farms have
been carved, with millions of acres not cultivated, other mill-

| | ions of acres neither cultivated nor entered for settlement.

Nebraska is easily capable of supportinig not less than three
millions of people. She will have even a larger population

i some day. It will be seen, ‘therefore, that there is no erowding
| in the State, Abundance of room and a world of opportunity
i ;'; are offered a million settlers. Lands are no longer to be had at

 ~nominal prices on phenowenally favorable terms in the more

thickly settled sections of the State, though prices range 50 per

¥
i
. eent lower than in the Central States. In Western Nebraska
!' there are large bodies of good land still on the market at prices
|
1

which are within the reach of poor people, and, as has been
s

stated, there are millions of acres of Government lands still un-
occupied to be had under the United States land laws.

While the territory now included within the limits of Ne-
braska was among the earliest reached by the Spaniskr explorers
from Mexico—in A.D. 1541—its soil lay undisturbed by eivil-
ized man until comparatively a recent date.

On April 80, 1803, the territory of Louisiana, within the
boundaries of which Nebraska was included, was ceded by
France to the United States; and during the following year the
country along the banks of the Missouri River, from the
Nemaha to the Niobrara, was explored by Captains Lewis and
Clarke, who concluded treaties with the various Indian tribes.
In 1810 the American Fur Company established a post at Belle-
vue, & few miles south of the present site of Omaha. » The first
steamboat to reach Nebraskan waters ascended the Missouri to
Fort Lisa, about five and a half miles below Omaha, in con-
nection with Major Lang’s expedition to the Rocky Mountains,
In 1842 Colonel Frémont explored the Platte River country,
The Indian tribes having ceded their lands, except reservations,
to the United States government, the terrifory was organized
and thrown open for settlement in 1854. The first settlements
were made during the same year at a few points along the
Missouri River, namely, Omaha, Bellevue, Plattsmouth and
Nebraska City. The Mormons had previously attempted a
settlement at Florence. In 1860 the population numbered 28,-
841. On March 1, 1867, the State was admitted into the Union
with a population of 60,000.

The Union Pacific formed a part of the first transconti-
nental line of railroad from ocean to ocean, and was conceived
and its construction authorized as a war measure, the needs of
the government during the War of the Rebellion having clearly
shown the necessity forit. When first talked of, many thought
the feat of constructing a line of railroad over the Rocky Moun-
tains an utter impossibility. Many of those who had crossed
the plains, deserts and mountains to California in 1840-50
knew very well a railroad could not be built there, for * how
could a locomotive ascend a mountain where six yoke of oxen
could scarcely haul a wagon?” It must be remembered that
the line of this road follows almost exactly the old emigrant
wagon road, not only on the plains on the north side of the
Platte River, through the State of Nebraska, but in fact all the
way to Ogden in Utah Territory. In the days of '49-50, when
long trains of gold-seekers, after outfitting in Council Bluffs,
wended their way over the plains, the country was filled with
hostile Indians, herds of buffalo, deer and antelope. There
was scarcely a house west of the Elkhorn River, within twenty
miles of Omaha. Now the traveler sits in a luxurious car
illuminated by the Pintsch light, and is whirled over the
smooth railroad at forty miles an hour, past villages, towns and
cities filled with active, busy, intelligent people, and as far as
the eye can reach on either side of the road farms join each
other, and a million of people live in the State of Nebraska,
through which the road runs.
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It is a pleasant occupation, as one is whirled thus swiftly
along, to close his eyes and let the present aspect of prosperity
and thriftiness roll away, and call up scenes of early days
which have now passed into the history of this country.

A long train of covered wagons, or prairie schooners, hauled
by weary looking oxen, which find a scanty subsistence on the
tuffs of buffalo grass, the only feed for stock. In the wagons
the women and children, a led horse, a faithful dog or two, and
clouds of dust accompanying the procession. At nightfall
fires gleam brightly where brush is obtainable; and the picket
guard established lest the thieving Indians, constantly lurking
around, should stampede the stock or make an attack on the
emigrants, murder them all, and rob and pillage the train.
Herds of buffalo come down from the uplands to slake their
thirst in the waters of the Platte River, and the solitude of
night is broken by the shrill bark of coyotes, which hang
around the camp to feast upon the debris. But the days of
weary travel are over. Swiftly moving trains carry the trav-
eler more miles in an hour than the emigrants made in two
days.

This railway is one of the very best on this continent. Its
three main stems, the one from Kansas City, the other from
Council Bluffs and Omaha, and the third from Fort Worth,
uniting at Cheyenne and diverging again at Granger, one for
Portland and one for San Francisco, are crowded with the
commerce of the Orient and the Occident, while people from
every nation in the world may be seen on its passenger trains,
Every improvement which human ingenuity has invented for
the safety or comfort of the traveler is in use on the Union
Pacific System, and it has been operated so many years, having
been finished in 1869, that all weak points at all assailable by
the snow have been protected, while the ecountry adjacent to it
is so well settled that should an accident occur to delay trains
the passengers would be well cared for, and a trip over it is
perfectly safe at all seasons of the year. For nearly 500 miles
west of Council Bluffs and 700 miles west of Kansas City there
are no heavy grades or curves.

Crossing the Missouri River from the Transfer  Depot,
Council Bluffs, over a magnificent steel bridge of 11 spans,
75 feet above the water, each span 250 feet long, resting upon
immense stone piers, Omaha is reached, and the trip across the
continent to either Portland or San Francisco commences.
This metropolis of the West has now 142,000 inhabitants,

THE UNION PACIFIC IN NEBRASKA.

The important part played by the Union Pacific in the
development of the State of Nebraska cannot be estimated by
any array of figures. The construction of the road, its rise
and trinmphs, are a part of the history of the State, and the
record of the prosperity of the road also witnesses the growth
and increasing wealth of this grand young commonwealth.
Since that memorable day in July, 1865, when the first rail
was laid, the Union Pacific has been a strong friend and helper

s

to the State. To-day the Nebraska Division of the road eovers
1,245 miles of track—that is, the main line, branches and aux-
iliaries. Vast regions of fertile country have thus been
opened up to settlers, and great areas of land brought by rail
into close communication with the metropolitan centers and
markets. Thriving cities, villages, towns, and hamlets have
sprung up in every section traversed by the line; the State in
twenty-three years has grown from 122,000 to over one million
and a quarter inhabitants, and with a hundredfold increase
in all the many-sided phases of commercial, material, and
intellectual prosperity. There are but few examples of surprising
growth equal to Nebraska. The population in 1855 was 4,494;
in 1860, 28,841; in 1870, 122,993; in 1875, 257, 280; in 1880,
452,402; in 1885, 740,645; and in 1890, the United States cen-
sus gave 1,056,793, The crop yield of 1884 was of enormous
magnitude: corn, 160,000,000 bushels; wheat, 48,000,000; oats,
31,000,000; barley, 18,000,000; rye, 20,000,000, and in suc-

ceeding years the crops have averaged the same generous.

proportions. Since the first settlement in 1854, there have
been planted with forest trees in Nebraska, 248,000 acres or
over six hundred millions trees, all of which are in a prosper-
ous condition. The assessed valuation of the State is over
$200,000,000; there are 120,000 farms under culti\:‘ation, and
100,000 owners; and there are 600,000 acres of improved land
in Nebraska. The beginning of this prosperity, this wonder-
tul growth and progress, dates from the inception of the Union
Pacific Railway.

The history of the Union Pacific road in full would require
a volume for the story, and in the brief space at our command
we can only outline a few of the salient features of this great
system. Everyone knows something of its early. history, how
its construction was demonstrated to be a necessity as a war
measure; the great achiévement of the engineers who had it in
charge, and the wonderful story of the patient, heroic efforts
which finally surmounted all obstacles and triumphed over all
obstructions.

For the building of a great railway develops incidents as
startling and romantic as can be found in the recorded pages
of history. The growth of the:United States west of the
Alleghanies, during the past.fifty years, is due not so mugh to
free institutions or climate, or the fertility of the soil, as to
railways. If the institutions and climate and soil had not been
favorable to the development of commonwealths, railways
would not have been constructed; but if railways had not been
invented, the freedom and natural advantages of our Western
States would have beckoned to human immigration and indus-
try in vain. Civilization would have crept slowly on in a
toilsome march over the immense spaces that lie between the
Appalachian ranges and the Pacific Ocean; and what we now
style the Great West would be, except in the Valley of the
Mississippi, an unknown and unproductive wilderness.

Like many other great truths, this is so well known to the

older portions of our commonwealth that they have forgotten’ |
&

p—
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it; and the younger portions do not comprehend or appreciate
it. Men are so constituted that they use existing advantages
as if they had always existed and were matters of course. The
world went without friction matches during uncounted thou-
sands of years, but people light fires to-day without a thought
as to the marvelous chemistry of the little instrument that is of
such inestimable value and yet remained so long unknown.
| The youngster of to-day steps into a lusurious coach at New
York, Philadelphia or Chicago, eats, sleeps, surveys romantie
scenery from the window, during a few days, and alights in
Portland or San Francisco without any just appreciation of the
fact that a few decades since it would have required weeks of
toilsome travel to go over the same ground, during which he
would have run the risks of starvation, of being lost in the
wilderness, plundered by robbers, or killed by savages.. But
inereased facilities of travel are among the smaller benefits con-
ferred by the railway. The most beneficent function of the
railway is that of a carrier of freight. What would it cost for
a man to carry a ton of wheat one mile? What would it cost
for a horse to do the same? The railway does it at a cost of
less than a cent. This brings Nebraska, Colorado, Dakota and
Minnesota into direct relation with hungry and opulent Liver-
* pool, and makes subsistence easier and cheaper throughout the
civilized world. The world should therefore thank the railway

 West thank the railway for the opportunity to sell wheat.

No fact among all the great politico-economical facts that
have illustrated the world's history. since history began to be
. written is so full of human interest or deals with such masses

'} of mankind as the growth of the interior United States since

the railway opened to the seaboard these immense solitudes.
‘Within fifty years over thirty millions of people have been
transplanted to or produced upon vast regions of hitherto unin-
habited and comparatively unknown territory, where they are
now living'in comfort and affluence, and enjoying a degree of
civilization second tonone in the world, and greatly superior to
any that is known in Europe outside of the capitals. This
“eould not have happened had it not been for the railway; and
- as a helper in developing this great area, the Union Pacific has
“been a very potent factor.

OMAHA.

Of Omaha, the métropolitan city of Nebraska, it is not in-
,_;ﬁkenﬂed to make special mention in this pamphlet. To those,

.+ however, who desire to enter into extensive business affairs

requiring heavy capital, this city offers fine advantages, being
one of the greatest wholesale points in the West. Omaha has
»'?Wipn-qf 142,000, and all the luxuries and conveniences
of & metropolis ; in proportion to size, Omaha is the best lighted
and best paved city in the West.

- Omaha has had fewer failures and smaller losses than any
eity of its size on the continent. ‘

' Omaha’s bank clearings have shown a greater per cent. of

for the opportunity to buy wheat; but none the less should the”

increase during the past year than have those of any other city;
her wholesale houses have nearly doubled their business within
the past year.

Omaha has the largest smelting works in the world. 3

Omaha is the third pork-packing center in the world, and
the present rate of increase in the business being done will
place this city in the second place within a few months.

Omaha, according to the census of 1890, had a population of
142,452. The population in 1880 was 80,518.

Omaha has 18,180 pupils in the public and denominational
schools.

Omaha has seventy miles of paved streets.*

There are nearly 200 manufacturing establishments in the
city, having a capital invested of $9,000,000.

There are 457 teachers employed in the schools and colleges
of the city. .

There are 150 miles of graded streets in Omaha.

There are sixty public school buildings in Omaha,

Omaha has a complete sewer system, nearly 100 miles in all.

There are nine national, nine savings and two State banks
in Omaha, with a combined capital of §6,000,000 and deposits
averaging $25,000,000.

There are more than 100 churches in Omaha.

Omaha has as fine a water plant as there is in the conntry.
It was built at a cost of $7,000,000 and has a capacity of
50,000,000 gallons daily.

Omaha has ninety miles of electric railways.

Omaha has the largest distillery in the world and three of
the largest breweries in the United States.

The actual real estate valuation is $250,000,000, while the
assessment for taxation is based on a one-tenth valuation.

The postoffice receipts for the year were $264,588.20. This
department gave employment to forty-six clerks and sixty-six
carriers.

Omaha has the largest white lead works in the world.

All of the vast Union Pacific System is managed directly
from the Union Pacific Headquarters Building in Omaha.
There are about 24,000 employés, with a monthly pay roll of
$1,600,000. About 2,200 of the employés make Omaha their
home, 500 are engaged at the headquarters, 1,300 in the shops,
and the remainder in the yards and local freight offices.

VALLEY
Is northwest of Omaha, in Douglas county, thirty-five miles
distant. It is the junction of the Union Pacific Railway and
its Republican Valley branch, and is twelve miles from Fre-
mont. The town is growing, having now a population of 600.
The churches and schools are well maintained; elevation 1,187
feet.

" FREMONT

Is the first town of importance on the main line of the Union
Pacific, forty-seven miles west of Omaha. It is situated at the
confluence of the Elkhorn and Platte Valleys, two of the
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picturesque, productive and densely populated valleys of the
State, Its elevation is 1,192 feet. Fremont has enjoyed a
solid, substantial, healthy growth for many years, and has now
a population of 9,000. The water system is admirable, four
miles of mains giving ample supply; the principal streets and
business houses are lighted with electricity; there are four
miles of horse-car tracks, four banks and four loan and security
companies; a packing honse: of 1,000 daily capacity, a canning
factory, foundry, brick company, planing mills, elevators and
a large brewery. The Nebraska Creamery is one of the largest
in the West, 500,000 pounds of butter being produced annually.
There are two daily papers and several weeklies published in
Fremont; six public school buildings, with a seating capacity
for 2,000 pupils, and a business college. Fremont has offen
been called the prettiest city in the State; the early comers were
prodigal in the planting of shade trees, and the town is now
almost embowered. It is conceded that Fremont contains more
fine residences in proportion to its size than any other city in
Nebraska
SCHUYLER

Is a vigorous town of 3,000 people, seventy-six miles from
Omaha, on the main line of the Union Pacific; elevation 1,346
feet. Situated a short distance north of the Platte River, it is
surrounded by a magnificent country, finely cultivated, and
producing large crops. A large proportion of the population
of Schayler is Bohemian—a sturdy, steady, reliable class of
citizenship. The business blocks are substantial and elegant—
the banks, eourt-house, schools and other structures showing
marked architectural taste. There are three national banks
and a losn and trust company. Theresare three papers pub-
lished in Schuyler, and among other industries are extensive
flouring mills, sorghum and sugar works and a brewery, The
water works system in use cost $30,000.

COLUMBUS

Is a highly prosperous town of 5,500 inhabitants, ninety-two
miles from Omaha, on the main line of the Union Pacific, and
has an elevation of 1,442 feet. The city lies three miles north
of the Platte River. Water works, electric lights, and street
railway are now in full operation. The opera house has a seat-
ing capacity of 800, and Mmnnerchor Hall will accommodate
300; a Catholic monastery, located on an elevation overlooking
the city, oceupies an acre of brick buildings, and belongs fo the
order of St. Francis. Connected with this is an academy,
under the direction of the Franciscan Sisters, for the education
of girls, and in addition thereto the hospital of St. Francis, open
for the unfortunate of every race and religion. There are two
national banks in Columbus, a good hotel, extensive roller
mills, elevator, packing house, and four newspapers.

From Columbus the Union Pacific sends out two branches—
one to Norfolk. fifty miles north, and the other to Albion,
forty-three milesnorthwest. The country on both these branches

is accounted among the richest sections in Nebraska. Immense
crops of corn are raised, cattle forming the staple industry.

OCONEE,

Nine miles north of Columbus, elevation 1,489 feet, is the junc-
tion point for the branches, and has about 200 inhabitants.
The next town of importance on the Norfolk branch is

PLATTE CENTRE,

A rapidly growing town of 600 inhabitants, elevation 1,538 feet,
fifteen miles from Columbus. There are two banks, one-news-
paper, brick yard, flouring mill, ete. The order of St. Francis
has a convent here, Grain and stock are the principal ship-
ments.

MADISON,

The county seat of Madison county, elevation 1,574 feet, is thirty-
five miles north of Columbus, and has 1,600 inhabitants,
It is surrounded by a beautiful country, the land being ex-
tremely rich and well cultivated. Fruit is extensively raised,
and heavy shipments made of cattle, hogs and grain. There is
an excellent roller-mill, a ereamery of 1,500 pounds daily capa-
city, two newspapers, three banks, and the best grade of
schools. The North Nebraska Normal College is also located
here.
NORFOLK

Is fifty miles north of Columbus, elevation 1,514 feet, and is a
bright, energetic city of 5,000 inhabitants. The town is located
at the confluence of two forks of the Elkhorn River, thus giving
to the city a water-power amply sufficient for all manufacturing
purposes. The principal streets are lined with handsome busi-
ness blocks, and many elegant residences are seen in the suburbs,
Norfolk has several miles of street railway, a good system of
water works, an artificial stone manufactory, two steam bottling
works, foundry and machine shops, canning factory, packing
house, flouring mill, beet sugar plant, brick and tile works, a
large creamery, and other industries. There is a handsome
opera house, three banks and three newspapers. The State
insane asylum, erected at a cost of $175,000, is located here.
Educational advantages here are fine, equal to the best in any
State. The splendid country tributary to Norfolk is the strong
point in favor of the future of this prosperous young city,
From Norfolk the Union Pacific runs into Sioux City, Towa,
and close connection has been established between Sioux City
and Salt Lake, daily. Returning to Oconee Junction, con-
nection may be made with the Albion branch.

GENOA

Is twenty-one miles north of Columbus, elevation 1,573 feet, and
has a population of 1,000. There is one bank, two newspapers,
flour mill, and an elevator of 14,000 bushels daily capacity.
The Indian Industrial School, sustained by the Government, is

located here, and has 170 pupils, from various tribes of Indians
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—Crows, Omahas, Pawnees and Apaches. The area belonging to
this school covers 820 acres of ground, the main building cover-
ing 6,000 square feet. The Indian boys and girls are taught
the industrial arts suecessfully; there are carpenter, shoe,
tailor and harness shops, laundry, warehouse, ete.

ALBION,

Forty-three miles northwest from Columbus, elevation 1,747
feet, has a population of 1,200, and is located on Beaver river,
which furnishes power for two fine roller mills. The surrounding
country is rich in agrienltural products and live stock. There
are two banks, three newspapers, water works and good schools.
It is a supply and distributing point, well supplied with good
hotels, elevators and flouring mills. It is situated on the
Beaver River, a rapid stream which never runs dry, and affords
an abundant water supply. Occupying a central position in
Boone county, Albion drains a well-settled country for forty
miles around.  In the fertile valley of the Beaver, land can be
bought for from $10 to $40 per acre. Stock-raising is carried
on extensively, and corn is the principal product, yielding from
forty to sixty bushels per acre. Small grain is raised in limited
quantity,

From Genoa a branch runs to Cedar Rapids. The first town
from Genoa on this division is

FULLERTON,

- A lively place of 1,500 inhabitants, elevation 1,628 feet. The
town is situated at the confluence of the Loup and Cedar rivers,
thus affording good water-power. Two banks and two news-
papersare established here. There are good schools, churches,
opera house, flour mill, ete.

CEDAR RAPIDS,

Fifty-one miles northwest of Columbus, elevation 1,775 feet, has
800 population, and is beautifully situated on the banks of the
Cedar River. One flouring mill has a capaeity of 150 barrels
daily, and a creamery turns out 700 pounds of butter per day.
One bank and two newspapers are located here. The educa-
tional facilities are unusually good.

Returning to Columbus, the next town of imporfance on the

main line is
GRAND ISLAND,

154 miles west from Omaha, elevation 1,860 feet. This is the
county seat of Hall county, and is one of the most prosperous
cities in the State, having a population of 10,000. Grand
Island is situated in the center of a magnificent agricultural
country, and Hall county exhibits at the State Fair have usually

headed the list. The city is lighted with electricity, has a fine

system of water-works, and here are located the division shops
and steel rail mill of the Union Pacifie, employing about 1,000
men. Although this area is censidered to be pretty well set-
tled, still the sales of the Government land office, located at

Grand Island, would indicate that new comers are constantly
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arriving, The value of the manufactured output in this ecity
exceeds $4,000,000 annually, and over 8,500 men are employed.
An immense beet sugar manufactory has been established,
costing $500,000, and employing a large number of men, the
capacity of the factory being three hundred tons of beets daily.
The Grand Island Canning Factory produces annually about
one million cans of eorn, and the creamery 250,000 pounds of
butter. There are five banks in Grand Island, with an aggre-
gate capital of over $1,000,000, two daily and seven weekly
newspapers, a fine opera house with seating capacity of 1,200,
extensive flouring mills, ereamery, breweries, brick and marble
works, foundry and packing house, all in a flourishing condi-
tion. The educational facilities are unusually fine. The
United States land office and the Nebraska Soldiers’ and Sail-
ors’ Home are located here. Over $1,000,000 has been expended
annually in building, and the city valuation at the present time
is over six million dollars, In three years the city grew from
5,000 to 10,000 inhabitants. With its rich surroundings, cheap
fuel, and first-class facilities for distribution, the town is des-
tined to become a very important manufacturing center.

From here the St. Joseph & Grand Island Railway branches
east to St. Joe, Missouri, 252 miles distant. The Union Pacifie
System sends out another branch north to Ord, Loup City and
Nantasket. Proceeding on this northern division, the first
town of importance is

ST. PAUL,

Twenty-two miles north of Grand Island, elevation 1,796 feet,
with 2,000 population. Here, as in most of the interior towns
of Nebraska, the chief industries are grain and live stock.
St. Paul is admirably equipped for so young a town.
There are three banks, three newspapers, roller mills, water
works, opera house, a board of trade and excellent graded
schools. The town is in a condition to make rapid and sub-
stantial growth; with a large portion of the trade of one of the
finest counties in the State practically at its command, the pre-
diction of a most prosperous future is amply justified.

SCOTIA,

Forty-five miles north from Grand Island, elevation 1,905 feet,
population 500. Scotia is beautifully situated in the North
Loup Valley n the center of a fine farming region. There is
abundance of high-grade limestone in the vicinity suitable for
building purposes. The town has extensive brick-yards, two
good flour mills, excellent schools, two banks and a newspaper.,

ORD

i-one 1niles north from Grand Island, 2,047 feet eleva-

Is six

1 “tion, and is very pleasantly situated on a high plateau over-

looking the North Loup River Valley. The town has 1,500
inhabitants. There are two banks, three newspapers, fine
school houses, water works, board of trade, brick works, broom

factory, soda water factory, roller mills and elevators. This
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