
This drawing illustrates the manner in which Hoover Dorn 
works. The Nevada wall of Black Canyon s shown as solid, 
whereas the Arizona wall is cut away to reveal the intake 
towers, the spillway, the penstock pipes, and outlet works. 
Inside the Nevada wall of the canyon a si nilar set of diver
sion works has been placed. Principal dimt nsions are shown.
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FACTS CONCERNING

HOOVER DAM
AMERICA’S HIGHEST DAM

Hoover Dam has the distinction of being 

the western hemisphere’s highest dam. 
Rising 726.4 feet above bedrock it is as 
high as a 60-story skyscraper. With a 
base thickness of 660 feet, it equals in 
thickness the combined length of two 
normal residential city blocks. It is 45 
feet in thickness at the crest, and the 
length of crest from canyon-wall to 
canyon-wall, is 1,244 feet—nearly one- 
quarter of a mile.

Hoover Dam contains more than three 
and one-quarter million cubic yards of 
concrete, and in building the dam, power

plant and all appurtenances nearly 4,400,- 
000 cubic yards of concrete were used.

The dam is of the arch-gravity type, 
in which the water load is carried by 
both gravity and horizontal arch action. 
Maximum water pressure on the dam’s 
base is 45,000 pounds per square foot.

Hoover Dam was built to raise the 
water level 589 feet. However at this 
elevation both spillways would be carry
ing near maximum discharge. With the 
spillway-gates raised and no water being 
released over the gates the water level 
would be raised 581.4 feet.

in*

Down in the rock-walled recesses of the 

Black Canyon of the Colorado River 
stands one of the greatest engineering 
accomplishments of all time — Hoover 
Dam. Constructed and operated by the 
Bureau of Reclamation, this huge struc
ture was begun in 1931, and the dam 
and power plant were completed in 1936 
—two years ahead of contract schedules.

Hoover Dam is great, not only from the 
standpoint of engineering techniques, but 
in the far-flung results which have ac
crued to the economy of the Southwest. 
By impounding the waters of the Colo
rado during the flood period it has elimi
nated yearly threat of flood damage to 
the fertile regions below it. And as the 
floods are prevented, the water thus 
stored assures a stable supply for irrigat
ing hundreds-of-thousands of acres of 
land in southern California, southwestern 
Arizona and in Mexico.

In addition, supplies of domestic water 
have been made available to the Los An
geles and San Diego metropolitan areas. 
And, finally, while serving all its major 
objectives, vast amounts of hydroelectric 
power are being generated. Today the 
Hoover Dam power plant is one of the 
largest in the world.

Thus, Hoover Dam is not only a monu
ment to the skill of the engineer, but 
more notably it is a monument to the 
vision, zeal, and courage of those who 
conceived it.

One of the most appealing features of 
the Boulder Canyon Project was the plan 
to amortize the entire cost of the dam 
and powerplant (less 25 million dollars 
allocated to flood control) through the 
sale of electric energy over a period of 
50 years, ending in 1987.

Before construction started it was nec
essary that the Secretary of the Interior 
have contracts negotiated that would as
sure the repayment of all costs to the 
Government within the amortization pe
riod. These contracts were secured, and 
the States of Nevada and Arizona, the 
City of Los Angeles Department of Water 
and Power, the Metropolitan Water Dis
trict of Southern California, the Southern 
California Edison Company, the California 
Electric Power Company, and the Califor
nia cities of Pasadena, Burbank, and 
Glendale are the principal power allottees.

During the late war Hoover Dam be
came one of the key installations in the 
Nation's war effort. Its energy flowed to 
airplane plants, shipyards, synthetic rub
ber factories, aluminum plants, steel 
mills, and many other industries directly 
engaged in war-time production.

In the 26 years between its first gen
eration of power in 1936 and May 31, 
1962, Hoover Dam power plant produced 
more than 105 billion kilowatt-hours of 
electrical energy. Gross revenues from the 
sale of electrical energy during this same 
period was nearly 197 million dollars.

Observation gallery 
affords visitors a good 
view of inner workings 
of the Dam.

Guided Tour of Dam
Visitors are conducted through the Dam and 

power plant, and the principles of the whole project 
are explained by well-trained and courteous guides. 
These facilities are available every day of the year. 
In addition to the guided tour, an exhibit building, 
with a topographic model of the Colorado River 
Basin and a scale-model of a generating unit on dis
play, is open to visitors.

Tours through Hoover Dam and powerhouse 
operate continuously 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. From 
Memorial Day through Labor Day, tour hours are 
extended to begin at 7:00 a.m. and end at 8.00 p.m. 
U.S. Bureau of Reclamation guides take visitors by 
elevator 528 feet down into the Dam, and thence to 
vantage points throughout the mammoth structure. 
A nominal charge is made for the 45-minute tour. 
Children under 12 years of age are admitted free.
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HOW TO VISIT LAS VEGAS-HOOVER DAM LAS VEGAS CONVENTION CENTER

Union Pacific Domeliners, daily from 

East and West, serve Las Vegas, Nevada, 
gateway to Hoover Dam and the Lake 
Mead Area. Bus service from Las Vegas 
to Boulder City and Hoover Dam makes 
it easy to visit the Dam and Lake Mead 
en route to or from California.

No charge is made for bus transporta
tion from Las Vegas to Hoover Dam-Lake 
Mead and return to Las Vegas when is
sued in connection with through railroad 
ticket routed via Union Pacific all the 
way in either direction between Omaha, 
Nebr., Kansas City, Mo., St. Joseph, Mo., 
or Leavenworth, Kans., and Southern 
California; or Huntington, Ore., and 
Southern California. On all other tickets, 
the side trip from Las Vegas to Boulder 
City, Hoover Dam, Lake Mead and return 
to Las Vegas, at slight bus fare.

Passengers arriving Hoover Dam on the 
bus have time to take the guided tour of 
the Dam and its facilities.

OTHER SCENIC ATTRACTIONS
To the west of Las Vegas, Mt. Charles

ton rises in piney beauty 1 1,000 feet. 
Mt. Charleston Lodge at 7,500 ft. eleva
tion is just “35 miles away and a mile 
above” Las Vegas. In summer its cool 
green forest is popular for hiking or rid
ing. In winter there are winter sports 
with a new ski tow at nearby Lee Canyon.

On past Mt. Charleston, off the high
way to Death Valley, is the Atomic 
Energy Commission’s proving grounds 
(not open to the public) . You may have 

seen atomic tests televised from there. In 
addition to atomic experiments for Na
tional Defense, the A.E.C. will test 
atomic-powered jet engines and do other

scientific research of value to peacetime 
industry.

DEATH VALLEY
Once known as a land of desolation 

and tragedy, Death Valley, now a Na
tional Monument, is a popular winter 
resort of scenic beauty. It offers a de
lightfully equable winter climate. In ad
dition to unforgettable sightseeing, you 
can enjoy such sports as swimming, tennis, 
golf and horseback riding.

Furnace Creek Inn, a modern hotel, 
offers splendid accommodations on the 
American Plan. At Furnace Creek Ranch, 
a mile distant, there are informal ranch 
style accommodations and coffee-shop 
meals at moderate prices.

Famous “Scotty’s Castle,” in the north 
end of the Valley and once the home of 
the late “Death Valley Scotty,” also 
offers hotel accommodations and con
ducted tours of the castle.

The winter tourist season for Death 
Valley is November 1 to May 1. For 
transportation available between Las 
Vegas and Death Valley consult any 
Union Pacific office or General Traffic 
Agent, Union Pacific, Las Vegas, Nev.

UTAH-ARIZONA NATIONAL PARKS

Between Salt Lake City and Las Vegas, 
as you will see on the panoramic map of 
this folder, is the colorful canyon country 
of geological wonders: Zion, Bryce Can
yon, Grand Canyon (North Rim) Na
tional Parks, Cedar Breaks National 
Monument and the Kaibab National For
est. The Union Pacific station gateway for 
inexpensive motor bus tours of these 
parks during summer park season is Lund, 
Utah.
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In three short years Las Vegas has 
become one of America's leading con
vention cities, attracting major con
claves from all parts of the world. 
Conventioneers who have already held 
meetings in the resort city attribute 
this sudden eminence of Las Vegas to 
the specialized convention facilities 
combined with the area's recreation 
and entertainment attractions.

Southern Nevada threw its "hat" in 
the ring in April, 1959 with a $6 mil
lion Convention Center. As modernistic 
as the future, the Center is topped 
with a massive 336-foot aluminum 
dome which, when illuminated at 
night, looks like a huge flying saucer 
from outer space. It is located on 50 
acres in the heart of Las Vegas, adja
cent to the famed "Strip" and only a 
few minutes from downtown.

The new Convention Center is com
pletely air-conditioned in all its 
meeting rooms, auditorium and exhibit 
areas. It has facilities for closed cir
cuit or public TV broadcasts to the 
meeting rooms and auditorium.

Within a five-minute drive of the 
Center are located over 14,000 modern 
air-conditioned rooms.

In the huge domed auditorium of the Convention Center there are seating arrangements for 8,500.

Typical of organizations which have booked past and future 
conventions for Las Vegas are: U. S. Junior Chamber of Com
merce, 10,000; Air Force Association, 7,500; American Legion, 
30,000; American Academy of Ophthalmology and Otolaryn
gology, 8,000; American Academy of General Practice, 7,000; 
National Automobile Dealers Association, 10,000, and the Amer
ican Mining Congress, which has booked three conventions 
through 1968, each averaging 5,000 to 10,000 persons. In ad
dition to these and many others, hundreds of convention groups 
of all sizes have slated meetings in the Center and in the resort 
hotel convention facilities.

FACILITIES
The Convention Center includes a 

main auditorium with seating for 
8,500; 17 meeting rooms seating from 
25 to 1,000; an exhibit hall (pictured 
at right) with 90,000 square feet of 
space and a potential of over 2 million 
square feet of outdoor exhibit area.

Also included are two kitchens, 
cocktail lounges, press rooms, including 
photographic darkroom, and offices 
for exhibitors. Parking areas will ac
commodate 9,500 cars.
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LAKE MEAD
National Recreation Area

bet in the midst of the brown, red, 
and purple mountains and mesas of 
the Southwest, shining in the bril
liant western sun, a great inland 
lake has been formed behind 
Hoover Dam. It is Lake Mead. Meas
ured by volume it is the largest arti
ficial lake in the western hemi
sphere.

Through the efforts of the Na
tional Park Service, Lake Mead has 
become a popular playground, at
tracting about three million visitors 
annually. The lake, when filled, is 
589 feet deep, has a shoreline of 
550 miles, and a surface area of 
163,000 acres. It extends 115 miles 
above the dam, and has opened up 
hitherto inaccessible vistas of scenic 
beauty. Water sports such as boat
ing, fishing, water skiing, and 
swimming are popular through the 
long summer season.

At Lake Mead Marina, where 
are anchored the larger cruisers of 
the Las Vegas resort hotels and 
many Southern California craft, 
there are rentals ranging from row
boats to cruisers. For the tourist 
there are also regularly-scheduled 
sightseeing boat tours to nearby 
Hoover Dam as well as special char
ters available the year-around.

Fishing, however, is an all-year 
activity as there is no closed season 
and the lake abounds in black bass, 
bluegill, crappies, and catfish.

Lake Mohave, newest link in the 
chain of man-made lakes along the 
lower Colorado, is also included 
within the Lake Mead National Rec
reation Area. It reaches from the 
Hoover Dam tailrace to Davis Dam, 
67 miles downstream. Although it 
has been in existence only since 
1950, Lake Mohave has already be
come a top attraction for sport fish
ing. Its bass fishing rivals that of 
Lake Mead and thousands of rain
bow trout have been planted in its 
depths and are flourishing in the 
clear, cold water released from Lake 
Mead.

National Park Service Administration Bldg., Boulder City

New Lake Mead Marina with boat docks; floating restaurant, cocktail lounge, sun decks, patio 
and general store. Lake Mead Lodge (next in view) has rooms and continental breakfast service. 
Beyond the Lodge is public campground, trailer village and excellent bathing beach.

BOULDER CITY, Nevada
Seven miles from Hoover Dam on a high 

summit overlooking Lake Mead, is Boulder 
City. It is a charming, completely equipped 
city planned originally to house the workers 
on the Dam. It is now an incorporated city. 
The Dam with its power and reclamation fea
tures are under the jurisdiction of the Bureau 
of Reclamation. The recreational facilities of 
the Area are under the National Park Service 
whose Naturalists conduct talks, boat trips, 
and provide other public contact services.

VISITORS' BUREAU
At the Visitors' Bureau free movies on the 

"Construction of Hoover Dam" are shown 
daily from 7 a.m. to 9 p.m. Free daily bulle
tins are issued to tourists giving information 
on all of the attractions in the area. On sale 
are camera supplies and souvenirs.

LAS VEGAS
A Scenic Sportland—Where “Every Day’s a Holiday”

Las Vegas is the hub of a vast scenic and sports wonderland, as the map shows, of con

trasting desert and mountains, inland lakes, national recreation areas and parks where visi
tors enjoy a holiday spirit all year. There is a wide range of hotel, lodge, resort or guest 
ranch accommodations from which to choose.

Jack Benny (above) foursome, try out Wilbur 
Clark's Desert Inn Country Club 18-hole golf 
course. Each April the "Tournament of Cham
pions" is played here.

Each May, Las Vegas climaxes a year of fun- 
in-the-sun with its annual "Helldorado"—four 
days of festive parading, rodeos, and "Howdy 
Podner" hospitality, reviving the Old West.

A "good catch" for a few hours fishing on 
beautiful Lake Mead.

A variety of boats and cabin cruisers are avail
able at Lake Mead Marina for bass fishing or 
sightseeing cruises.

Winter sports in the desert? Yes, just "35 miles 
out and a mile above" Las Vegas, near Mt. 
Charleston Lodge.

Guest Ranch type accommodations are avail
able at Twin Lakes Lodge near the municipal 
golf course.
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UNION PACIFIC TRAIN SERVICEI

Union Pacific rails speed fine, fast 
trains on convenient schedules, serving 
Las Vegas, Nevada, Hoover Dam and the 
Lake Mead National Recreation Area.

The Domeliner “City of Los Angeles” 
offers unexcelled accommodations and 
service between Chicago and Los Angeles. 
Its Pullman sleeping cars are the latest 
design with push-button doors, and room 
accommodations have enclosed toilet fa
cilities. It is the only train between Chi
cago and California with three types of 
Dome cars: a Dome Diner, Dome Lounge 
Car and Dome Coach. There are three 
delightful dining rooms in the Dome 
Diner: a Dome room, main dining room, 
and the private dining room for family or 
private party groups. Menus in each offer 
the same fine food, graciously served, 
with special menus for children. The 
unique Dome Lounge Car has a spacious 
main lounge, the Dome room, a cocktail 
lounge and private card room.

In addition to the latest style leg-rest 
Coaches there is the Dome Coach. Seats 
in the dome are unreserved and open to 
all coach patrons. All regular coach seats 
have individually reclining backs with ad
justable full-length leg-rests. For coach 
patrons there is also a new Coffee Shop- 
Lounge Car with snack service and low- 
cost meals.

“The Challenger” all-Coach Domeliner 
now operates during the summer season 
June-September, and during the Decem
ber-January holiday season, on the 
schedule of the “City of Los Angeles. 
In addition to the latest style Coaches, it 
carries a Dome Coach, a full length 65- 
seat Dome Coach with buffet service, a 
regular 48-seat dining car plus the new 
Coffee Shop-Lounge Car.

The Domeliner “City of St. Louis” 
provides through Coach and Pullman 
service between St. Louis and Los An
geles. En route it serves Kansas City, 
Denver, Salt Lake City and Las Vegas. 
In addition to Dome Coach service there 
is popular club-lounge and dining car 
facilities and Dome Lounge Car between 
Denver and Los Angeles.

Coffee Shop-Lounge Car

As pictured at the right— 
you can make your own 
"Westerns " from the Dome 
Lounge Car or Dome Coach 
on the Domeliners "City of 
Los Angeles" or "City of St. 
Louis."

The Dome Lounge Car (for 
Pullman passengers) has a 
main loungef a semi-private 
cocktail lounge and a private 
card room downstairs; up
stairs in the dome there are 
seats for 24.

In the dome of the Dome 
Coach there are 24 unre
served seats available to all 
coach passengers.

All Union Pacific trains 
carry dining cars with fine 
food graciously served. The 
only Dome Dining Cars in 
the world, are on the Dome
liners "City of Los Angeles," 
"City of Denver" and "City 
of Portland." Shown at the 
left is one side of the dome 
dining room — it's like "roof 
garden" dining with scenery 
an extra course. Downstairs 
there is a beautiful main din
ing room, also a private din
ing room seating up to ten 
for private parties or family 
groups.

UNION PACIFIC TRAVEL OFFICES

Let one of Union Pacific's courteous and informed representatives assist you with 
the details of your trip. There is no cost to you and you will find his helpful sug
gestions will add materially to your enjoyment of the trip. Write, phone, or call 
at any of the Union Pacific offices listed below.

Aberdeen, Wash 3 Union Passenger Sta. 
Alhambra, Cal 51 So. Garfield Ave. 
Atlanta 3, Ga—705 Fulton Nat'l Bank Bldg. 
Bend, Ore 1054 Bond St. 
Beverly Hills, Cal 251 N. Beverly Dr. 
Birmingham 3, Ala 701 Brown-Marx Bldg. 
Boise, Idaho Idaho Bldg., 212 N. 8th St. 
Boston 8, Mass  294 Washington St. 
Bremerton, Wash ................ 228 First St.
Butte, Mont 609 Metals Bank Bldg. 
Calgary, Alta 717 Lancaster Bldg. 
Cheyenne, Wyo 121 W. 15th St. 
Chicago 3, III 1 S. LaSalle St. 
Cincinnati 2, Ohio..303 Dixie Terminal Bldg. 
Cleveland 13, Ohio 1407 Terminal Tower 
Dallas 1, Texas..2108 Mercantile Bank Bldg. 
Denver 2, Colo .........535 Seventeenth St.
Des Moines 9, la 407 Equitable Bldg. 
Detroit 26, Mich 612 Book Bldg. 
East Los Angeles, Cal.. 5454 Ferguson Drive 
Eugene, Ore 163 East 12th Ave. 
Fresno 1, Cal. 207 Rowell Bldg. 
Glendale 3, Cal 406 N. Brand Bldg. 
Hollywood 28, Cal...6702 Hollywood Blvd. 
Huntington Park, Cal 7002 Pacific Blvd. 
Kansas City 6, Mo.  ...... 2 E. Eleventh St.
Las Vegas, Nev Union Pacific Station 
Lewiston, Idaho. Room 7, Union Depot 
Lincoln 8, Nebr . 224 S. 13th St. 
Long Beach 2, Cal 221 Long Beach Blvd. 
Los Angeles 14, Cal. 6th and Olive Sts. 
Medford, Ore 1307 W. Main St. 
Memphis 3, Tenn.. 1137 Sterick Bldg. 
Milwaukee 3, Wis 231 W. Wisconsin Ave. 
Minneapolis 2, Minn  

890 Northwestern Bank Bldg. 
New Orleans 12, La 210 Baronne St.

New York 20, N. Y
..Suite 350, Rockefeller Center 

Oakland 12, Cal 214 Central Bldg. 
Ogden, Utah Union Passenger Station 
Omaha 2, Nebr Cor. 15th & Dodge Sts. 
Pasadena 1, Cal Union Pacific Station 
Philadelphia 2, Pa 904 Girard Trust Bldg. 
Pittsburgh 22, Pa ...1419 Oliver Bldg. 
Pocatello, Idaho.. Union Pacific Station 
Pomona, Cal Union Pacific Station 
Portland 5, Ore 701 S.W. Washington St. 
Reno, Nev 501 N. Virginia St. 
Riverside, Cal 7th and Vine St. 
St. Joseph 9, Mo .........602 Corby Bldg.
St. Louis 1, Mo. 1223 Ambassador Bldg. 
Sacramento 14, Cal 217 Forum Bldg. 
Salina, Kans ...3rd and Ash Sts. 
Salt Lake City 11, Utah 417 S. Main St. 
San Diego 1, Cal 320 Broadway 
San Francisco 5, Cal 405 Market St. 
San Jose 13, Cal.. 811 Bank of America Bldg. 
San Pedro, Cal  805 S. Pacific Ave. 
Santa Ana, Cal 305 N. Main St. 
Santa Monica, Cal.. 307 Santa Monica Blvd.

(Effective May 1963 1228 Fifth St.)  
Seattle 1, Wash   1300 Fourth Ave. 
Sioux City 1, la  418 Benson Bldg. 
Spokane 4, Wash Union Station 
Stockton 6, Cal 206 California Bldg. 
Tacoma 2, Wash 114 S. Ninth St. 
Toronto 1, Ont...201 Canadian Pacific Bldg. 
Tulsa 3, Okla 721 Kennedy Bldg. 
Vancouver, B. C 315 Burrard Bldg. 
Walla Walla, Wash Union Pacific Station 
Washington 5, D. C 600 Shoreham Bldg. 
Winston-Salem 3, N. C. 311 Reynolds Bldg. 
Yakima, Wash Union Pacific Bldg.
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Spring Mt. Road

Panoramic Perspective of the Area Adjacent to 
LAS VEGAS - HOOVER DAM and 

LAKE MEAD NATIONAL RECREATION AREA
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__O Fredonia

This vast area has become one of America’s outstanding vacation and recrea
tion playgrounds. Its many natural, and man-made, attractions annually draw 
millions of visitors.

The equable, healthful year ’round climate, with its guarantee of lots of sunshine 
. . . the variety of sports and entertainment, informal hospitality, together with the 
splendid transportation facilities serving the area, are other reasons for its popularity.

Assuring the visitor of excellent accommodations are numerous air-conditioned 
hotels, commercial, resort or lodge type, as well as guest ranches.
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