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The Civil War was raging in 1 863 ... the security of the Pacific Coast was in doubt . . . 
unless quick communication by rail could be established overland across the continent.

Thus out of the need of a nation fighting against disruption, the “Pacific Railroad’’ 
came into existence. There was no time for lengthy preliminaries. It was a case of select
ing the shortest route to the Pacific Coast and laying track with all possible speed.

The shortest and most obvious route was the Overland Trail westward from Council 
Bluffs and Omaha, originally followed by great herds of buffalo and other wild ani
mals through their instinct for water level routes and easy grades. Later it was used by 
Indians, then by trappers, emigrants and fortune hunters of ’49, the Stage Coach and 
Pony Express. It was one of the west’s favored natural trails; when chosen by the rail
road builders it became known as the Overland Route.

President Lincoln actively supported the undertaking, backed by men of prominence 
and vision. Meeting many delays, often held up by lack of materials . . . harassed by 
bands of Indians . . . with death and disaster ever menacing them . . . the courageous 
construction crews carried on.

General Grenville M. Dodge, chief engineer in charge of construction of Union 
Pacific, said afterwards: “The work was military in character and one is not surprised 
to find among the superintendents and others in charge, many military titles. Surveying 
parties were always accompanied by a detachment of soldiers.”

Finally, in spite of all difficulties, the last rail was laid and on May 10, 1869, at 
Promontory, Utah, Thomas C. Durant of New York and Leland Stanford of California 
drove the Golden Spike which completed the Overland Route . . . then and now, the
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most direct route across the continent.
This Strategic Middle Route, which unites the East with the Pacific Coast, carried a 

tremendous amount of traffic during World War II as troops and freight cargo were 
speeded to ports of embarkation. Today Union Pacific continues to provide efficient 
transportation for the shippers and travelers of our country.
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In Bryce Canyon National Park is an immens 
miles long and 1,000 feet deep, a miracle of

The Great White Throne in Zion National Park. Reached All forms of watersports are popular on Lake Mead, formed Mt. Moran in Grand Teton
by regular motorbuses from Cedar City, Utah. by Hoover Dam, near Las Vegas, Nevada. the beauty of tl

THE GREATEST SCENIC ROUTE TO THE WEST
Nearly all of America's western playgrounds, including six
teen National Parks, are served by Union Pacific, which 
reaches most of the scenic West.

In the vast territory served by this railroad are the majes
tic snow-capped Rockies of Colorado . . . romantic 8outhern 
California . . . the spectacular geysers and interesting wild
life of Yellowstone, and the loveliness of the Pacific North
west, approached via Union Pacific by a thrilling 200 mile 
ride along Columbia River Gorge.

Deserving of special mention are Zion, Grand Canyon 
and Bryce Canyon National Parks in southern Utah and 
northern Arizona. Nothing on earth compares with them. 
These three National Parks, as well as enchanting Kaibab 
National Forest and colorful Cedar Breaks National Monu

ment, are accessible over an excellent highway from Cedar 
City, Utah, the gateway, on the Union Pacific Railroad.

Sun Valley, Idaho, America's foremost sports center, is 
situated fifty-seven miles north of Shoshone, Idaho. Skiing 
is the major attraction in winter, but visitors also enjoy all 
forms of winter sports such as skating, sleighing, and swim
ming in outdoor, glass-enclosed, warm-water pools. In sum
mer, vacationists enjoy ice skating on an Olympic-size out
door rink, golf, fishing, tennis, horseback riding, swimming, 
skeet and trap shooting, barbecues and hayrides. In the 
evening there is indoor recreation, movies, music and dancing.

Luxurious Sun Valley Lodge and quaint Challenger Inn 
offer a wide variety of accommodations within a price range 
to suit every purse.

Colorado offers many charming vistas which pre
sent the rugged Rocky Mountains at their best.

Sun Valley is the "Mecca” of skiers world-wide. In summer Sun Valley now features "Learn to Skate" weeks.
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