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. AND LAKE MEAD

RECREATIONAL AREA

UNION PACIFIC
RAILROAD
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FACTS CONCERNING

7Soor Clowe

AND LAKE MEAD

D own in the rock-walled recesses of the
Black Canyon of the Colorado River
stands one of the greatest engineering
accomplishments of all time—Hoover
Dam. Constructed and operated by the
Bureau of Reclamation, this huge struc-
ture was begun in 1931, and the dam
and powerplant were completed in 1936

Awo years ahead of contract schedules.

Hoover Dam is great, not only from
the standpoint of engineering tech-
niques, but in the far-flung results
which have acerued to the economy of
the Southwest, By impounding the
waters of the Colorado during the flood
period it has eliminated yearly threat
of flood damage to the fertile regions
below it. And as the floods are pre-
vented, the water thus stored assures
a stable supply for irrigating hun-
dreds-of-thousands of acres of land in
southern California and southwestern
Arizona,

In addition, a supply of domestic
water has been made available for 14
communities in the California coastal
plain, And, finally, while serving all
its major objectives, vast amounts of
hydroelectric power are being gener-
ated. Today the Hoover powerplant is
the largest in the world.

Thus, Hoover Dam is not only a mon-
ument to the skill of the engineer, but
more notable it is a monument to the
vigion, zeal, and courage of those who
conceived it,

1

A Vast Project

In meeting its major objective of
flood prevention, water conservation,
river regulation, and power generation,
the Boulder Canyon Project has three
major divisions; the dam in Black
Canyon and Lake Mead above it, the
huge powerplant, and the All-American
Canal—a great man-made river sup-
plying water for lands in the Imperial
Valley and in southwestern Arizona.

Preliminary to the building of Hoover
Dam it was necessary to carve a mod-
ern community out of the trackless
desert. A railroad had to be built, high-
ways constructed, and a modern city
planned and built to house those en-
gaged on the project—all this had to be
done in minimum time and in a barren,
isolated and parched desert region. Such
were a few of the complex problems
facing the builders.

The nearest railroad point to the dam
is Las Vegas, Nevada, a division point
on the main line of the Union Pacific
between Salt Lake City and Los An-
geles. To transport the vast amount of
supplies and materials required in the
construction of the Dam and power-
house, the Union Pacific constructed a
branch line railroad from Las Vegas to
Boulder City, a distance of 22.7 miles.
and the Government constructed a rail-
road from Boulder City to the damsite,
a distance of 10.25 miles.

‘PR3 DT §SOA JO MIIA 13443q D 10} Julod M3IAPT b asnod sIolSIA

*‘A1jus pesjsewoy J0J pausado
9q 0} st yorym puey Joy Surkjdde ur
9ouaIajard USAIS 9] [[IM SUBIDIOA Iep

"BIWIOJI[BY) UIoYINog

Jo s[eue)) ®B[[9YDORO)) PUB UBILIdWY-[[Y

3y} Suofe a8eaioe TeuonIppe jo Suruado

9} 0} uaA1d Sureq OS[e SI UOTIRIIPISUOD)

‘sjosforg eWNZ pue B[IX) 3Y} U0 SI d98e

~3I0€ SIY} JO JSOJy "AIjUs pes}sauwroy Joy

uorjewedd} Jo neaing 9y} Aq Jqeresr

opewl Sueq oJe BUOZIIY ‘BWUNg Jesau
PUB[ JO SOI0B JO SPUBSNOY} [BISAIS

1udwaog

‘Sjyauaq uoresLIIT

JORIIPUL pUB }OAIIP [BUOTHIPPER YSIUInjy

0} JI9ALI I9MO] Y} U0 SIINJONIIS IS0

J[INg uoneWR[DIY JO neaIng Y} ‘ureq

I3A00F] Jo uor}a[durod SUTMOT[O] 'SIajem

SJ9ATY 9Y} JO UOHBAISSUOD pue [0I}
-uo0d Ioleuwr ayj sapraoad wre(y ISA0OF

*A1ddns

JI9jem paje[ndol punoI-Iedd e SAISDII

mou—sjysnoap pue spooy Aq Panserd
9ouo—s£a[eA [erredwy pue ‘e BWNZX
‘OpIo\ O[ed 9y} ‘uorjeArasay UEBTPUL
I9ATY OpeIo[o) Yy} ur SpPUB[ULIE]
"BUOZIIY pue erurojije) ur puej 2[MHof
JO saoroe uoIIUI Jey ' uey} 210U O}
A[renuue siojem S)I SIOPO ‘ToAry OPEI
-0[0) 9y} Jo Po-uni ofeisae jo SI8IL
om} Suro)s jo oqedeo ‘pespy By

jo43uo) pooj4 pun

NOlIlLVOIlIdul

Observation gallery affords visitors a good
view of inner workings of the Dam.
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Hoover Dam and Lake Mead from a vantage point high on the Nevada side.

Guided Tour of Dam

Visitors are conducted through the Dam
and powerplant, and the principles of the
whole project are explained by well-
trained and courteous guides, These fa-
cilities are available every day of the year.
In addition to the guided tour, an exhibit
building is open to visitors, with a topo-
graphic model of the Colorado River Basin
and a scale-model of a generating unit on
display.

Tours through Hoover Dam and power-
house operate continuously 7:30 a.m., to
7:30 pm. U.S. Bureau of Reclamation
guides take visitors by elevator 528 feet
down into the Dam, and thence to vantage
points throughout the mammoth structure.
Prices for the 45-minute tour are: Adults,
30c each, including tax; children under 12
years of age, free.
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OOVER DAM-—-LAKE MEAD

Set in the midst of the brown, red,
and purple mountains and mesas of
the Southwest, shining in the bril-
liant western sun, a great inland lake
has been formed behind Hoover Dam.
It is Lake Mead. Measured by vol-
ume it is the largest artificial lake in
the world.

This lake now gathers to itself, the
wild, muddy floods of the Colorado,
so destructive before the building of
Hoover Dam. The lake has a storage
capacity of 32,359,274 acre-feet of
water—enough to store more than 2
years of the Colorado’s average flow
—enough to cover the entire state of
New York one foot deep.

Through the efforts of the National
Park Service, Lake Mead has become
a popular playground, and in 1946
more than a million persons visited
the area. The lake, when filled, is 589
feet deep, has a shoreline of 550 miles,
and a surface area of 227 square miles.
It extends 115 miles above the dam,
and has opened up hitherto inacces-
sible vistas of scenic beauty. Water
sports such as boating, fishing, surf-
boarding, and swimming are popular
through the long summer season.

Fishing, however, is a year-round
activity as there is no closed season
and the lake abounds in black bass,
bluegill perch, crappies, and catfish.

Below Hoover Dam the Colorado
River has been planted with thou-
sands of rainbow trout. It has become
one of the finest trout streams of
the Southwest. The clear cold water
pouring down out of the deep recesses
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of Lake Mead creates a perfect habi-
tat for the beauties. For a distance
of 45 miles downstream, with deep
inviting pools along the way, the river
water is as fresh and invigorating as
a mountain rill.

Visitors’ Bureau

At the Visitors’ Bureau in Boulder
City, the official government film en-
titled, “The Construction of Hoover
Dam” is shown free of charge daily
from 8 a.m. to 10 p.m. This 30-minute
sound film shows all major phases in
the building of the Dam from begin-
ning to completion.

Also distributed at the Visitors’
Bureau are the free Visitors’ Daily
Bulletins which contain up-to-date
information on where to go and what
to see in the Dam Area, including the
guided tour through the Dam, the
lookout points overlooking the Dam,
and Lake Mead, National Park Serv-
ice Museum and Naturalist Service,
beach facilities, fishing boat trips,
airplane sightseeing service, and a
detailed map of the Dam area.
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....while others frolic on the beach or take a dip.
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Panoramic Perspective of the Area Adjacent to

HOOVER DAM AND LAKE MEAD
RECREATIONAL AREA

This vast area is rapidly developing into one of America's outstanding vacation and recreation play-
grounds.
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Assuring the visitor fine living accommodations are numerous deluxe, air-conditioned hotels, as well as
smart dude and guest ranches which already dot the area .

The equable, healthful year 'round climate, with its guarantee of lots of sunshine . . . the many oppor-
tunities for a carefree life in the open, together with the splendid transportation facilities serving the area, are
reasons for its mounting popularity.
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