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In the two centuries of growth of
this city to its present population of
over 400,000, much of the romantic
old-world charm has remained. In
addition to numerous historical sites
and buildings, youll find quaint
customs and flecks of color threading
through daily life.

Here are shops where you’ll lin-
ger for hours selecting hand-crafted
gifts for friends. You'll find other
shops whose smartness and exclusive
stylings vie with anything in the
country.

San Antonio is an all-year vaca-
tion center. Cooling breezes from the
Gulf of Mexico make summer
pleasurable. The southern location |
makes for a temperate winter climate. The annual mean tempera-
ture is a comfortable 69.1°.

__

Because there is no peak season in San Antonio . . . and because
of the native friendliness of San Antonians, you will find your
vacation in San Antonio surprisingly reasonable.
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When you come to San Antonio, be sure to visit the Municipal
Information Bureau where free assistance, maps and guide books
will be offered to make your stay more enjoyable.

A day in San Antonio will interest you. A week will intrigue
you. A longer stay will captivate you. Plan your visit now for a day,
a week or a season. . ..soon.




THE ALAMO, ¢

was originally the Chapel of Mission

San Antonio de Valero, founded in
1718. Here in 1836 Bowie, Crockett,
Travis, Bonham and some 180 other
courageous Texas patriots, defending
the chapel against 5000 troops of the
Mexican General Santa Anna, gave up
their lives rather than surrender their
ideals of freedom.




Much early Texas history was formed in
this old Spanish Governors’ Palace. From
here, viceroys extended their rule over the
wilderness. Here, they held audiences . . .
formal balls. Though the exact date of con-
struction is not known, the Hapsburg coat
of arms over the entrance bears the date
1748. As you stroll through the typically
old-world rooms of the Palace, you can al-
most imagine the brusque voice of the
Governor from the hall . . . the murmured
prayers of the old duena from the little
chapel . . . or a whisper of formal courtship
in the patio.

The statue of Moses Austin, from its vantage point on
Military Plaza, ponders on the Spanish Governors’ Palace
where, in 1820, he became the first to obtain permission
for the colonization of Texas by citizens of the United
States.




The little stone and adobe buildings
of La Villita have witnessed the
transformation of San Antonio from
a wilderness outpost to a great,
modern city. In varied construction,
you see the effects of succeeding
waves of immigrants for more than
two centuries. Rich in tradition and
history, this full block of buildings
has been carefully preserved and to-
day provides a romantic setting for
colorful fiestas as well as a home for
. native arts and crafts.

Casa Villita provides atmosphere
for the headquarters of the River
Art Group.

The historic Cos House witnessed the
- surrender of General Cos in 1835. High
walls, surrounding a lovely patio, and
the clean, pure lines of the little house,
present an excellent example of early
San Antonio architecture.




Winding stone walks lead W'",’f
along grassy, level banks lush y

with semi-tropical foliage.

Arched bridges provide van-

tage points of observation.

Here you can retreat to nature only a few
steps from the roaring traffic of the city.

Such a wayward spirit is the little San Antonio River
that, in traveling a distance of six miles, it is crossed by
forty-two bridges. With its water level some twenty feet
below the surface of the streets, the river has been land-
scaped in the area it mean-
ders through in the down-
town business section.

Woodlawn Lake, one of San Antonio’s many parks,
presents a pleasant setting for rest or play.




Rich in cultural tradition, San Anton-
i ians enjoy folk plays and ceremonials
: of many lands . . . as well as entertain-
ment in a more modern vein . . . in
their many and splendid public build-
ings and outdoor theatres. Appreciative
audiences thrill to outstanding concert
artists, symphonies and operas. In the
long summer evenings, they revel in
music under the stars. The Little Theatre
group is exceedingly active. The San
Antonio Symphony is outstanding. You
will find wide variety and alluring qual-
ity for your evening's entertainment in Great trade expositions, livestock shows, circuses, rodeos,

San Antonio. and other events requiring big display areas use the new
Coliseum, one of the four largest in the country.
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The Sunken Garden Theatre offers outdoor entertainment.

Crowds pack the beautifully designed Muncipial Audi-
torium for operas with stars from the New York Metro-
politan . . . symphonies and concerts by outstanding artists.

The unique Arneson River Theatre where, against
the permanent background of a mission-type build-
ing, actors play to enthusiastic spectators seated
across the river.

The well-talented Little Theatre Group and other
% organizations run the gamut from high comedy to
deep tragedy in the San Pedro Playhouse.




You'll find absorbing interest in the
Witte Museum with its rich archae-
ological and pioneer displays, its fine
arts hall and other exhibits. A collec- 3

tion of four charming old buildings - " AP
illustrates typical architectural periods ¢ ; i
in San Antonio’s history.

Strolling through the Chinese Sunken Garden, between
limpid pools, whose banks flash with brilliant flowers, is a
never-to-be-forgotten experience.

In 1730 when the King of Spain directed
that a settlement be laid out in what is
now San Antonio, he specifically provided
for two plazas for recreation. This policy
became traditional and, as the city grew,
so did its recreational areas. Today, over
2000 acres of lovely parks are devoted to
sports, relaxation and entertainment. On
this and other pages of your book, you'll
find a few of the many attractions to be
found among the natural woods of the
famous Brackenridge Park which spreads
over 320 acres within the city limits.

Pioneer Memorial Hall is dedicated to the Texas
Pioneers, Texas Rangers and Texas Trail Drivers.
Executed by Gutzon Borglum, the monument in front
of the building is typical of a dramatic incident in
the great cattle drives.

The stage of this outdoor theatre of classic Grecian
design utilizes natural scenery for backgrounds.




The Zoological Gardens in Brackenridge

Park rank among the nation’s finest. Here

you will find animals from all parts of the

world in settings resembling their native

habitat. In the Richard Friedrich Aquarium,
one of two west of the Mis-
sissippi, you can study rare
fish from fresh, salt and
tropical waters.




King Antonio, accompanied by his guard of Texas
Cavaliers, sails down the winding San Antonio
River in the lead boat of flower-decked flotilla
to open Fiesta week.

\ The Queen greets the holiday crowds
from her gorgeous float in the spec-
tacular, miles-long Battle of Flowers
Parade.

The spirit of gaiety needs little prompting
in San Antonio to declare a holiday.
Settled by peoples of many different
cultural heritages and being home base for
large Army groups, San Antonio has
something entertaining going on every
month of the year—quaint fetes carried
over from Mexico and Europe as well as
the typically-American Old West. The
most looked-forward-to fun in San
Antonio is the colorful and lively Fiesta
de San Jacinto staged every year during
the week in which April 21 comes. For six
days, townspeople and visitors, many
dressed in clothes of the west or San
Antonio’s Spanish era, watch the daily
parades, attend the many special events,
or join in the merrymaking.




Charming scenes, typical of quaint early
Texas life, delight spectators who join
in the merriment during a “Night in
Old San Antonio”, an annual affair
staged in La Villita.

Surrounded by her beautifully-gowned
ladies in waiting, the Queen is crowned
in a lavish setting interpreting a leg-
endary theme.

Twice a year, more than a
hundred artists exhibit
their work for two days
along the grassy banks of
the meandering San
Antonio River and thou-
sands of spectators crowd
the flagstone walks to see,
wonder and cast their
votes for the pictures they
like best in the River Art
Show.

The San Antonio Symphony Orchestra, ranking among the best in
the nation, presents renowned guest artists during the concert season.

Metropolitan opera stars sing to full houses during the week-long
Opera Festival presented each February.




Mission San Jose, “Queen of the Missions”, established in 1720,
is world renowned for its beauty of form and its wealth of sculp-
ture. Designated a National Historical Site, San Jose carries
additional interest as a complete mission establishment. Here, in
addition to the chapel, you will see the dwellings for Indian
charges, the old mill, the granary and numerous implements and
furnishings.

In no other city of the country is the evidence of
Spain’s colonial effort so well preserved. Four age-
old missions, constructed in the early part of the
eighteenth century, and the world-famous Alamo,
speak of the hardihood and courage of their
builders. Here you visualize the labors of Fran-
ciscan Padres as they patiently instruct their Indian
charges in arts and crafts and the way of European
life.




Mission San Juan
Capistrano

At Mission San Francisco de la
Espada, established in 1731, can
still be seen a part of the original
fortifications.

You will find the frescoes of stone dyes, unusual dome,
scalloped parapet and cloister arcade of interest at Mission
Concepcion established over two centuries ago.
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Brooke Medical Center is one of the largest and
most important Army medical installations in
the country.

Old and new contrast at Fort Sam Houston, Fourth Army headquarters.

Headquarters of the San Antonio Air Materiel
Area, at Kelly Air Force Base. From here, Air
Force supply and maintenance activities for New
Mexico, Arizona, and parts of Louisiana and
& Texas are directed.

From the establishment of the earliest
log and mud Spanish presidio in 1718,
San Antonio has been the site of im-
portant military installations. In and
about the city today are great and vital-
ly important centers, springboards of
America’s military might.

WAF recruits await indoctrination at Lackland,
“Gateway to the Air Force.”
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Randolph Air Force Base, combines beauty, efficiency.

Here you’'ll see great Fort Sam Houston with its striking
contrast between the aging gray of the earlier buildings
and the colorful Spanish type homes and structures of
the modern section . . . Brooke Medical Center with far-
reaching functions both in treatment and in training . . .
Kelly Air Force Base, vast materiel, transport and train-
ing installation of the world’s greatest air force. Here,
too, are beautiful Randolph Air Force Base, “West Point
of the Air” . .. and Lackland Air Force Base, home of
air force basic training and the Air Force Officer Candi-
date School.




Home of many world-famous painters
and sculptors, San Antonio’s interest
in these branches is symbolized by the
spacious Art Institute with its land-
scaped grounds.

Beautiful grounds and buildings and
high scholarship requirements charac-
terize San Antonio’s colleges and uni-
versities.

San Antonio has one of the most com-
plete public school systems in the
country with modern, fully equipped
junior and senior high schools well
distributed throughout the city. Private
schools include three military acade-
mies, three colleges and two uni-
versities.

You'll ind San Antonio an outstanding educational center
with exceptional facilities and high standards in both public
and private schools. All denominations are well represented
in the various churches, many with buildings of surpassing
beauty. Well-planned zoning and building regulations have
resulted in San Antonio’s reputation as a city of lovely

churches.

Home-loving, reverent people have
built a city of lovely residential sec-
tions and numerous well-attended

homes. The arts are nurtured
both in schools and in special-
ized institutions devoted to
each. In San Antonio, you’ll
find a wealth of cultural ad-
vantages for pleasurable living.




Top sporting events in the Southwest are
held in San Antonio’s Alamo Stadium with
seating capacity of 23,000. The new Alamo
Stadium Gymnasium, with seating capacity of
6500 is used for exhibitions and shows in ad-
dition to athletic events.

San Antonio’s equable climate and the
varied geography of the immediately
surrounding country create a Sports-
man’s paradise. Early morning canters
through wooded trails . . . a sail on
neighboring lakes . . . fly-casting in
crystal streams . . . deep-sea fishing at
nearby gulf coast resorts . . . a round
of golf . . . these and many other ac-
tivities build health and vitality. And,
when you're in a mood to watch, you’ll
find year 'round thrills with polo . . .
“football . . . baseball . . . or perhaps
the famous Texas Open Golf Tourna-
ment on the sporty Brackenridge Park
course (Incidentally, the same course,
a favorite of professionals, is one of
many open to you, too.) Whatever your
sport or game, you'll find it to your
liking in San Antonio and the sur-
rounding area.




San Antonic is justly noted
as the center of a great scenic
and playground area. In from
one to a few hours of easy
driving, you’ll find awesome
works of nature . .. impressive
works of man.

Northward, Austin_ the state
capital, is also home of one of
the nation’s great universities.
Great dams form extensive
lakes . . . Medina, McQueeney,
Buchanan, Travis and Inks.
Longhorn Cavern is one of
the most exciting and spectac-
ular of underground wonders.
Kerrville, in the heart of the
great sheep and goat country,
is famous for scenic beauty,
hunting and fishing. Bandera,
only a pleasant hour’s drive, is
a typical town of the old West
and a dude ranch center.

To the south, Del Rio and
Eagle Pass, with neighboring
towns just across the inter-
national border, offer unusual
interest. Laredo, on the Pan-
American Highway, claims dis-
tinction as the Gateway to Old
Mexico. You may also enter
Mexico at Eagle Pass and at
lower Rio Grande Valley points.

At Corpus Christi and Port
Aransas and other points on
the gulf coast, you'll find some
of the best deep sea fishing in
the world.

The “Magic Valley of the
Rio Grande”, fabulously rich
in fruit and vegetable produc-
tion, is also well worth a visit
for a sight of its luxuriant
tropical growth.

In the rugged, tumbling
mountains of the Big Bend
National Park, you'll find rare,
Alp-like grandeur and natural
oddities of surpassing interest.

With your headquarters in
San Antonio, you will truly be
monarch of a vast vacationland
—ready to serve your pleasure.




Kerrvil

Dude Ranch
Country

Braunfels

Bandera

Wintey
Garden

Medina Lake is one of the many lakes in the San
Antonio playground area.

Austin, the capital city, is picturcsquely situated on the
Colorado River.

The rugged mountainous beauty of Big Bend National Park
is breath-taking.

The yacht basins at Corpus Christi can berth around 400
pleasure craft.

San Antonio is on your best route to old Mexico.

The “Magic Valley of the Rio Grande” supplies the nation
with the finest of citrus fruit and vegetables.
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Mission San Jose is justly called “Queen of the
Missions.” Founded in 1720, San Jose is famous
for its lines, proportions and exquisite sculpture.
A tour through the grounds gives a complete
picture of an early mission establishment.




For your convenience and to make
your stay in San Antonio as in-
teresting as possible, a Municipal
Information Bureau has been established. All ser-
vices are free. Be sure to visit it the moment you
arrive. You will be given a free, illustrated guide
book which will be invaluable in seeing San
Antonio. You will be provided with a schedule of
interesting events which you may enjoy. Trained
personnel will assist you in planning your sight-
seeing.

In the meantime, should you be interested in,
and want more information about, any particular
phase of life in San Antonio and its vicinity please
write. We’'ll be glad to tell you more about our
homes and schools . . . our agricultural area . . . our
natural resources . . . industrial possibilities . . . or
anything else you want to know.

The Municipal Information Bureau located in the
Chamber of Commerce offices in the Insurance
Building is your special facility. Be sure to make use
of it. You'll find true hospitality awaits you in San
Antonio, where life is different.
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