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® Above: Hermosillo, capital of Sonora. Here are

® STARTING in the late fall of 1935, the West Coast
Route will have an added attraction — a beautifully
appointed resort hotel, Playa de Cortés, on the
beach at Guaymas, world-famous deep sea fishing
center. It will be unique in that it will have many of
the characteristics of a desert resort, yet a desert re-
sort located near the rolling surf. Here is a place to
hunt, fish or ride, or just relax in utter peace and let
cares and worries fly away. @ The hotel is ideally
situated on the curving shore of Bocochibampo Bay,
about three miles north of Guaymas, sufficiently close
to the city to be easily accessible to its shops, and at
the same time remote enough to give complete seclu-
sion. The hotel building stands but a stone's-throw
from the bay and has been so designed that a beauti-
ful marine view will be afforded from every guest
room in the building. As the visitor retires at night he
is lulled to deep and dreamless slumber by the drowsy
murmur of the surf upon the shore; and in the morn-
ing his first glance out of the window reveals the sun-
shine sparkling upon the waves of the bay. Four
private cottages will supplement the hotel proper.
® The Bay of Guaymas is one of the most beauti-

Announcing the new hotel

at Guaymas

ful harbors in the world, but it is not the bustling,
rushing harbor of modern commerce. Life moves at a
leisurely pace here. The half dozen or so vessels that
usually dot its waters but add a picturesque touch to
the scene. Bare mountains, fifteen hundred feet high,
surround and look down upon the bay and, in the
morning when the harbor water is smooth, their reflec-
tions are mirror-like in their perfection. Day after day,
there is the blue of the clear sky, but at dawn when
there are a few fleecy clouds, the eastern sky flames
with yellow and scarlet, and at sunset brilliant car-
mines, spectral greens and burning golds run riot on
the gulf horizon. From the mountain tops on clear
evenings one can look across to Lower California,
ninety miles away, and the contrast of blue gult
and flaming sky is awe-inspiring. @ Guaymas, but-
tressed in the rear by towering cliffs, and sloping gen-
tly to the water's edge of its landlocked bay, is a typi-
cal Mexican city. Here are the adobe homes of which
we read, their somber walls touching the sidewalk and
concealing the patio which is the center of the family
life and in which teems a social activity undreamed of
by the casual passerby. Here are the iron-grilled win-

® Guaymas and its harbor. The Southern Pacific hotel, Playa de Cortés, is
located 3 miles from the town, and on the beach of the Bay of Bocochibampo.

dows from which the black eyes of beautiful senoritas
peer coyly out as lovelorn swains “play the bear” for
their favor. In brief, here is the romantic atmosphere
of old Mexico of which we have all read and longed

~ to visit. The city occupies a striking position, and with

its fine palms, flowers and Spanish-Moorish houses
it is unusually attractive. @ The landlocked bay is
dotted with coves and islands that are unparalleled as
fishing grounds. In the summer there is an abundance
of tuna, sailfish and marlin swordfish within five to
seven miles of Playa de Cortés. In the winter the wa-
ters of the bay teem with fine fish, including the toto-
aba or sea bass, cabrillo, boca dulce, yellowtail, bonita,
etc. Arrangements may be made at the hotel for
launches for fishing or other trips, and necessary fish-
ing tackle may be secured when desired. For those not
interested in the fishing, arrangements may be made
for horseback riding and camping trips to the moun-
tains and nearby ranches. Experienced guides will
also be available through the hotel for either hunting
or fishing trips. ® The Gulf of California, in which
the Bay of Guaymas is located, is the hunting grounds
of the big-game hunters of the deep. Here are some of

PLAYA DE CORTES

the biggest and most wily denizens of the deep: a place
visited with keen anticipation, thrilling realization and
affectionate recollection by deep-sea fishermen famous
the world around. Here on their holidays come the
stars of Hollywood, famous writers and artists. ® The
hotel will be known as the hotel Playa de Cortés, or,
in English, the Cortés Beach Hotel. The name is de-
rived from the fact that in Spanish colonial times the
Gulf of California was known as “Mar de Cortés,”
or in English, the Sea of Cortés. Here, in ideal sur-
roundings, one may live in modern luxury, while at
his very threshold, awaiting his exploration, lies a city
of the old world, laden with the mystery, the glamour
and romance the unknown holds for all. Here one
may indulge in active sports or, casting aside all other
thoughts, utterly relax and rest while at his feet the
restless waves reveal to the shining sands in sibilant
whispers, their ageless secrets. ® Playa de Cortés will
be open the year ‘round. The rates, which will ke on
the American plan, will range from $6.00 to $10.00
U. S. currency, per day, depending upon the class of
accommodations. Proportionately lower rates will be
granted to guests remaining for extended periods.

® Guaymas is strikingly situated on the Gulf of Lower California, famous for its fine fishing.
Here is a place to rest and relax in comfort; enjoying the charm of a friendly, foreign land.

® Above: Languorous Mazatlan, facing the rolling
Pacific, is where "South Sea” movies are made. rose gardens, orange groves, quaint Cathedral.
® Below: Guadalajara, second city of Mexico,
famous for pottery, glassware and nerfect climate.

® Below: Tepic, charming historic city, built on
plateau surrounded by high, volcanic mountains.

Southern Pacific

® Above: The native markets on the

West Coast are a constant source of

interest. A basket and hat vendor with
his wares.

® You'll enjoy the mariachis—wandering
musicians. They play with spirit and play
because they enjoy it.




Reproduced by permission of the Los Angeles Times
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THE West Coast of Mexico is a land of
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romance, a land of historic tradition, and
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A LONG line of mud forts, extending for more
than 100 miles, marks the frontier of the Yaqui
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eler passes through drowsy old towns, so col- : A S g il e : >, B S H,]n ru_gf
orful, so untouched by progress that you half : : ¢ 1

expect to hear knights in shining armor clat-
tering through the narrow streets. And pass-
ing through these towns, the traveler comes to
a land so lush, so rich that the peons cultivate
it with oxen and crooked sticks.

Progressive ideas, both from within and
without, are fast changing this land of yester-
day into a land of a radiant today. Tractors
are pushing aside the wooden plows.

These charming, colorful and sympathetic
sketches were made on the spot by Charles
Owens, of The Los Angeles Times staff, who,

with Harry Carr, also
of The Times, made an
extended tour of the
West Coast of Mexico.
They give a better idea
of Old Mexico than
could any written words.

FROM the train one sees
glimpses of picturesque’
peons, sarape sellers at the
stations—in fact, many
phases of native life in an
exotic and carefree land.
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MAKING sugarfrom b
sugar-cane is one of |
the most important in-
dustries in Mexico.
Sugar-cane is sold in
the public markets as a
sweet; factories, often
crude and old-fash-
ioned, supply work
to many thousands.

ROAD
T AND  QUELL VAQU| OUTBREAKS
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COMPOSTELA is one of the most interesting old towns in
the world. From Compostela, Cortés and his successors
fitted out expeditions for the exploration of the West
Coast and California. This old church was built in 1539
and was the religious cradle of California, eighteen years
after the Congquest of the Aztecs and nearly a century
before the landing of the Pilgrim Fathers at Plymouth
Rock. It is built of blocks of tezontle, a dull red, porous
stone used as a building material by the Aztec artisans.

e s : s e 5 h | PART of the allure of the West

Coast is to be found in the beauty
of every-day things, like the old
Mexican ovens and the old wells.
This one Mr. Owens found in
the sleepy old town, Acaponeta.
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country. Roman frontiers on the Rhine must
have looked like this. After a war lasting 300
years the Yaquis have been scattered, defeated.

A WAYSIDE Cross,
marking the spot
where someone has
died a violent death.
Passersby contribute
a rock and a prayer.

THE scenery on the HNest Coast is sometimes charming,
sometimes magniﬁcenk. Traveling southward one passes
successively through @ beautiful desert country like Ari-
zona, a lush, semi-tropical land with towering palms and
vine-strangled trees, prchids, flocks of parakeets, alliga-
tors sunning on tropid river banks. Then the train goes
through into the Barrafcas, canyons of superb beauty and
majestic peaks. Mr. Qwens has selected “The Sentinel,”
near Bonita, as typical of that section of Mexico.

FUERTE RIVER~

TOPOLOBAMPO
SINALOA RIVER

OLD FORT AT
MAZATLAN ,

P OR natural beauty there are few places
in the world to equal the northern part of
the West Coast. It is as though the most
beautiful part of Southern Arizona were to
steal its way down.to the soft murmuring
waters of the Gulf of California. There are
few other places in the world where you
can find desert cacti growing so close to
salt water. At a not far distant day, this
country will be settled by modern industry.
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GRADE
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MAYO INDIAN
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MAZATU(N is a magic city. Bathed by the waters of the
Gulf of California, it fronts on one of the most beautiful
harbors in the world. It is a little Riviera, quaint and beau-
tiful hotels and old houses fronting on a long street, pounded
and sprayed by the lashing surf. Back in the town are the
charm and languor of an old Mexican city, with two beau-
tiful old churches in a setting of tall swaying palm trees.

'T:EPIC is an old town such as
tourists have dreamed of. You
step off the train into 300 years
ago. During the Diaz regime, it
was a resort of fashion in the

* heat of the summer season, be-~
cause of its temperate climate.
From Tepic the railroad climbs
through the wild and rugged
barranca region, where the con-
struction of the line represents . f

a triumph of engineering skill. . o ) it
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THE PORT OF MEXICOS RICH ROSARIO—
MINING REGION, ITS BEAUTIFUL

HEIGHTS LOOK DOWN ON

SUMMER SEAS

MAZAT

AcCAPON rrﬁ«'-—
BoNITA —

RUNVE —
SAN PEDRO RIV— ‘ , &
SANTIAGO RIVER — &

TEPIC IS A PREAM CITY ON A

26 00-FOOT PLATEAU HERE THE
WELLTO-PO PEOPLE OF THE COASTAL
REGION MAKE THEIR HOMES

IN THE RAINY SEASON

FORMER CAPITAL OF THE
STATE OF JALISCO. FROM
HERE CORONADQ STARTED
ON HIS HUNT FOR THE
SEVEN CITIES OF CiBOLA

N
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LA IcLEsiA CATEDRAL in Guadalajara was begun in

1571; completed in 1618; damaged by an earthquake in
1750; shaken again by earthquakes in 1818 and 1849.
Being rebuilt so many times, it shows the architec-

tural imprint of many different periods and styles.
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Interested in the
work of the Los
Angeles Times
men in the field.

VERA CRUZ

PLAZA pE Toros (bull ring) in
Guadalajara is larger than the
bull rings in Spain. At one time
it was a resort of fashion. The
cupola, seen behind it, is that of
the church of an orphans’ home.
Mr. Owens has selected the first
stage of the bull fight when the
banderilleros are maneuvering
the bull with their red capes.
Darts with tiny flags have been
plunged into his shoulders, driv-
ing him to fury. During this pe-
riod of the fight, a matador
(killer) studies the bull he will
soon face with a naked sword.
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IGLESIA de San Fran-
cisco in Guadalajara
is one of the oldest
churches onthe Amer-
ican continent. It was
built in 1550 and is of
Baroque architecture.

TROPICAL
VEGETATION
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