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Colorado
Under the

Turquoise Sky
"Come, Ye Nations! To  the Red Rocks!

To the mountains lifting high!
Come! Come up to Colorado!

To the Playground of the Sky!"

REGARDING INFORMATION. I t  is not the pur-pose of this book to go into detail regarding rates,
resorts, etc., but rather to give a picture of the state as
a whole. Special information on any desired subject may
always be obtained from the General Offices of the Rock
Island in Chicago or from any of its representatives located
in all principal cities. A l s o  from the Denver Tourist
Bureau, 505 17th Street, Denver, and its branch offices in
Chicago, St. Louis and Kansas City; from the Colorado
Springs Chamber of Commerce, from the Pueblo Com-
merce Club and from Commercial bodies in  other parts
of the state, which will give authentic and reliable infor-
mation to inquirers in person or by mail.



"Peaks that pierce the blue"—Mt. Evans, 14,260 feet high—
Denver's Mountain Parks

Page 2



The Call of tl W i l d
W H O  of us does not remember, wi th mingled amuse-

ment and regret, our youthful determination to
run away from the prosaic life o f  everyday to

something heroic and beautiful—the days when school
lessons and home chores assumed tragic proportions and
it seemed that only mountain peaks and camp fires and
splendid deeds would satisfy the cravings of our souls?

Then it was that the familiar "woods" became a vast
forest in which danger lurked, the ol' swimmin' hole fig-
ured as the Spanish Main and the ridge back of the pas-
ture served as a towering mountain range!

After all, men and women are but children grown tall
and they have the same rebellious thoughts, the same de-
sire for beauty, the same longing for release from daily
grind.

Ever since the "days of real sport," when the pasture
hills figured as savage-infested mountains, the little deity
that rules our sub-conscious selves has held the ideal of
tremendous heights and dim depths before our minds and
it is not until we make our childish dreams come true that
peace and satisfaction fill our souls and the real wonder-
days of childhood are lived again.

To the wearied man or woman, bending under a load of
responsibility, or worn with prosaic duties that have no
end, there comes the irresistible desire to "run away," to
fill the soul with beauty, to seek for new experiences that
shall supplant the youthful demand for adventure.

And that is what Colorado accomplishes—it not only
renews the spirit of  youth but i t  supplies the need o f
men and women for beauty and rest and change—the
"adventure" of the sub-conscious mind.
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What the old familiar paths were to the child, Colorado
is to the grown-up. A l l  the delightful trails o f  Young
America are concentrated there, each magnified a thou-
sandfold. Gorgeously colored mountains take the place of
the little yellow hills back home that once excited so much
of awe because of their seemingly gigantic proportions.
Tumbling trout streams, tossing their crystal-pure waters
into white foam and swishing with regularity to the cast
of a fly, bring back in amusing contrast the memory of the
old mill-race whose sluggish pools yielded on rare occa-
sions their meager rewards in mud cat and sunfish. Great
fields of wild flowers, fringing the bases of the mountains
and bobbing their graceful heads in brilliant array up the
slopes to "snow line," embrace at a single glance all the
previous wild-flower delights of a lifetime. I n  the contem-
plation of jagged peaks, rugged canyon walls, million-ton
glaciers, the soul is uplifted, and the same feeling of won-
der and adventure that once peopled the woods wi th
imaginary dangers is reinspired.

Scenery is more alluring, sleep more refreshing, play-
grounds more complete—all because the clear, crisp air of
the Rockies brings back the "runaway" spirit of youth
and opens the paths to that magic land of variety and
beauty whose ideals have lived in the mind from child-
hood.

Where Dreams Come True
Nature's God, in shaping this continent, reserved vast

areas for Himself which man may not turn to industrial
uses but which he may study, explore, enjoy and rever-
ence; great sections to which he may "run away" when his
soul sickens at the commonplace; majestic heights where
he may forget his weariness of spirit and renew his strength
of body and of mind.

Page 5



4

U N D E R  T H E  T U R Q U O I S E  S K Y

Wildcat Point in Denver's Mountain Parks overlooks the valley
nearly 2,000 feet below
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Where fortune smiled in the old Bonanza days—Silver Plume
above the Georgetown Loop
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V i a  R O C K  I T  A N D  L I N E S

Colorado, The Unrivaled
Of them all there is no region more beautiful than Colo-

rado and none more conveniently located.
There is no state which presents such a vast aggrega-

tion of lofty mountains, nowhere such great contrasts of
height and depth or such variety of scenery; no place where
so many different species of flowers and birds and animals
thrive and multiply, nowhere that the peaks above and
the earth below present such interesting and phenomenal
accounts of geological history and rock formation. D e a d
volcanoes, living glaciers and glaciers dying and dead add
to the mystery and interest in many parts of the state.

Large lakes and small, crystal-clear, reflect the snow-
capped peaks and make white-winged yachts out of the
little clouds that sail across the turquoise skies.

A thousand springs, boiling hot and icy cold, with every
remedial property known to the curative waters o f  the
world, bubble forth from mysterious strata for the benefit
and refreshment of mankind.

Shadowed canyons, with their pine-clad slopes, cradle
the laughing rivers on their seaward way and lull the
visitor into a restful state of reverential appreciation.

Above all, from the first glimpse of high peaks as one
approaches from the East, to the last picturesque border
of it on the West, Colorado is a place to rest, to recuperate,
to absorb—without effort, i f  one so desires—the glory of
the heights and the calm sweetness of the valleys; a place
where one truly finds "sermons in stones, books in running
brooks and God in everything."

Physical Characteristics
From the prairies of Western Nebraska and Kansas the

plains o f  Colorado develope naturally, climbing upward
almost imperceptibly toward the west in a series of pndu-
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Creeping Fields of ifge-old Ice—Fair Glacier near Boulder
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lating plateaus, each a little higher than the last, until the
base of the Front Range, a little east of the middle of the
state, is reached.

Back of the Front Range rise others, higher still, and
back of these still others—some higher, some lower—but
all interspersed with broad valleys and high plateaus,
hurrying rivers and smiling lakes.

A thousand peaks rise more than two miles into the
air in Colorado and about two hundred and fifty of these
are more than 13,000 feet high.

The entire United States—exclusive of Alaska—has a
total of fifty-five named peaks exceeding 14,000 feet and
Colorado has forty-two of these.

Broad valleys, some of them pre-historic lake-beds, sep-
arate the different ranges, smaller ones hide among the
peaks themselves and so i t  is that even in the mountain
country one may find himself in the midst of farms and
agricultural communities, their products varying as widely
as the conditions of soil and water and altitude.

From the eastern boundary of Colorado to the summit
of the Rocky Mountains is a fairly rapid ascent and from
this high range toward the western boundary there is a
gently decreasing altitude until the Wasatch Range in
Utah is reached. Down  both sides o f  this tremendous
"roof" the rivers flow toward both Atlantic and Pacific
and there is not a mile of it—even in the historic cattle-
country of the eastern part—that is not full o f  interest
and beauty.

Qovernment Divisions
Colorado is extremely fortunate in  that  i t  has two

National Parks—Rocky Mountain National Park in the
north central part o f  the state and Mesa Verde in the
extreme southwestern portion.
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Where the sceni, curtains part—First view of Rocky Mountain
National Park

Almost there—Estesthere—Estes Park Village is the Eastern Gateway to
Rocky Mountain National Park
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Both are most unusual from a scenic standpoint, Rocky
Mountain National because of its tremendous heights and
rugged topography, Mesa Verde because of its exquisitely
carved canyons, i ts uplifted tablelands, i ts pre-historic
Cliff Dwellings.

There are three National Monuments in different parts
of the state, all interesting and unusual and there are
fifteen National Forests, covering more than 20,000 square
miles and having within their borders six thousand miles
of trout streams, hundreds of lakes and nearly 800 peaks
over ten thousand feet high.

Railroads, highways and trails have opened up these
vast tracts so that both resident and visitor may enjoy them.

Climate
With its altitude ranging from rolling plains to peaks

covered with perpetual snow, it is readily understood that
Colorado's climate is one of infinite variety and that one
may have almost any sort he cares to seek.

The traveler may journey from a moderate to an Arctic
temperature within a very few hours, or, on a warm day,
step from a sun-heated sidewalk into the shade and enjoy
a delightfully cool atmosphere.

One thing always to be taken into consideration is that
the lack o f  humidity makes both heat and cold less
noticeable.

Rain in summer, i f  it occurs at all, is likely to fall in
sudden showers that go as quickly as they come, leaving
the air fresh and cool.

Winter storms are of longer duration, but they too, pass
quickly as a rule, leaving an interval of  mild, sunshiny
weather before another gathers; and, even though the
thermometer drops, the dry, electrically-charged air pre-
vents one from "feeling the cold," but rather tends to a
sense of brisk invigoration.
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Battling the big ones—Rocky Mountain National Park
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Camping by crystal waters—Bear Lake in Rocky Mountain National Park
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For this reason Winter Sports, with thrilling ski jumping
and allied athletics, is gaining a strong foothold in different
parts of the State—in Rocky Mountain National Park,
in Denver's Mountain Parks, a t  Hot  Sulphur Springs,
Steamboat Springs and other places.

Altitude
So far as altitude is concerned, very few people notice

any but a pleasurable difference except at extreme points
like some of the very high passes or the summits of peaks.

Nevertheless, i t  is well for the traveler from sea-level
to guard against over-exertion in the first days of his visit,
taking his trips by rail or automobile and giving his "car-
buretor" a chance to become accustomed to a "mixture"
which contains more of ozone and less of moisture than
he has known heretofore.

Hotels and Camps
In Colorado there is every type of hotel, mountain inn

and summer camp, with prices which vary according to
location and accommodation, but which are never exces-
sive for the service rendered and are often startlingly
low. W i t h  such variety one may choose according to his
taste and his purse.

The Front Range
There are four well-defined bases on the Front Range

from which one may penetrate the mountains and visit
the points of interest.

In the north, Rocky Mountain National Park lies like
a gigantic saddle-blanket over the "backbone of the Conti-
nent" and invites the visitor to rest or play or climb
within i ts four hundred square miles o f  extravagantly
beautiful scenery.

Seventy-five miles south of Rocky Mountain National
is Denver, officially recognized as the "Gateway to 12
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The Impossible .1ccomplished—Fall River Road (R M.  N. P.) conquering
the crest of the Continent

-----
When II inter sets the stage for t i " , e
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National Parks and 32 National Monuments," capital of
the state and a most convenient point from which to
make sight-seeing trips of a day or a week.

South of Denver, seventy-five miles as the crow flies,
is Colorado Springs, the center of the Pike's Peak Region,
which comprises a most beautifully picturesque combina-
tion of mountain and canyon and valley, over which the
great symmetrical peak reigns as the prize attraction.

Still south, another fifty miles, lies Pueblo, the "Pitts-
burgh of the West," with its great steel industry; but, what
is of more importance to the sight-seeing guest, guarding
and developing a great tract of beauty to the westward
known as the San Isabel National Forest.

Unless one has seen these four localities, one can hardly
be said to have seen the Front Range and, in a two weeks'
vacation, i f  one has no more, a hurried glimpse may be
obtained of each. A t  the same time i t  must be remem-
bered that each section has characteristics and features
that make it stand out as a scenic entity, totally different
from its fellows to the north or the south.

The eastern visitor planning to include the four regions
may arrive first a t  either Colorado Springs or Denver
with equal facility, due to a divergence of  Rock Island
Lines at Limon in eastern Colorado, at which point the
road forks, one line providing service to Denver and the
other to Colorado Springs. Through trains are operated
to each point without change of cars.

I f  one visits Colorado Springs first a side-trip should,
before leaving, be made to  Pueblo, including the San
Isabel Forest and the Royal Gorge. Then  one may go
north to  Denver and from there to  Rocky Mountain
National Park and the great scenic district surrounding it.
Or, one may reverse the order, arrive at Denver first and
visit Rocky Mountain National Park and other northern
points before journeying south.

Page 15
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I t  is an especial advantage that one may leave for the
East, without change, via Rock Island Lines, from either
Denver or Colorado Springs, and return home direct with-
out retracing his route, thus saving for new scenery a day
which would otherwise be spent i n  covering a  region
previously visited.

Denver, the Qateway
Denver, the Gateway, crowns a strategic point, a mile

above sea-level, where the billowing hills from the eastern
part o f  the state reach out  and clasp hands with the
luxuriant valley that caresses the foot of the range whose
peaks are silhouetted against the western sky.

n
tains, fourteen miles west, are accessible by train, trolley
and motor for trips of a day or a month as the fancy d i -c
tates. Ful ly  a dozen beautiful canyons are located within

-

there are numberless short trips by trolley, sight-seeing
bus or automobile to points of interest, while the mou

1

I t  is the capital o f  the state, the metropolis o f  the
mountain region and the roads that center there from the
eastward spread, beyond i t ,  not  only t o  al l  parts o f
Colorado, but to every corner of the great states to the
westward that fling their scenic glories over thousands
of miles.

I t  is a city of unusual interest and beauty—clean, sun-
shiny, well-lighted, green as the Emerald Isle itself—and

the possibilities o f  one-day auto trips and longer jour
neys abound.

Denver's Mountain Parks

-

peak and gorge and upland plateau and these constitute
the unique and beautiful district known as Denver's
Mountain Parks—a great scenic domain under the con-
trol of  the city, but administered like a National Park,
in that it is to remain always in its primitive beauty.

City, Denver has acquired title to thousands of acres of

Page 17
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Out of Denver and across the valley, a broad concrete
highway leads to Golden, seat of the Colorado School of
Mines, and then, in a series of looping switchbacks, care-
fully walled and guarded, winds upward wi th  gentle
grades, giving the visitor a wonderful view of the valley
at his feet, o f  a wild canyon tearing its way through
the heart of  the Range and o f  Denver, miles away on
the plain.

On Lookout Mountain is the grave of  Col. William
H. Cody—"Buffalo Bill"—and nearby a museum of  rus-
tic architecture, containing a fine collection of the Cody
souvenirs and trophies.

Making a circle of almost seventy miles, the broad road
winds and climbs, then drops into beautiful Bear Creek
Canyon for its return to the City.

Mount Evans and Echo Lake
If  one wishes to go farther afield before returning to

Denver, one may continue on to greater heights over the
road which the Ci ty is building to the top o f  Mount
Evans, one of the loftiest peaks of the Rockies. When
finished to the summit the Mount Evans Highway will be
the highest in the United States, probably in the world.

The entire Denver Mountain Parks—Echo Lake—
Mount Evans tr ip may be made in a day or one may
linger indefinitely at  summer resort or picturesque inn.

Notable among the mountain hostelries of this district,
because i t  combines both rusticity and luxury, is Trout-
dale-in-the-Pines, snugged away in the box-like end o f
Bear Canyon, which widens sufficiently a little below to
admit of a sporty golf course and whose dancing stream
broadens into a lake in front of the hotel.
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molostamonegonsgsmoloomm
The -Great Spirit" still speaks in bubbling springs—

Manitou, at the foot of Pike's Peak

m i m m o m m o o l o
irinding highways lead to entrancing heights—the High Drive,

Pike's Peak Region
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All Roads Begin With "T" for Trips
The number of rail and automobile trips out of Denver

is limited only by one's time, but among the most notable
is the long-famous "Georgetown Loop," over a railway
which creeps back into the hills through the deep and
winding gorge of Clear Creek. I t  is a trip for a day or
longer and takes one, not only over the "loop" which
has long been noted as a  triumph o f  engineering, but
into an interesting mining country and through a rugged
and beautiful canyon.

Platte Canyon, also reached by both rail and auto, is
one of the most startlingly beautiful sections of Denver's
scenic fan. Many  resorts line the canyon sides and creep
back into the hills, each with its pleasant hotels and groups
of cottages.

The "Moffat Road" has always been much in the public
interest because of the tremendous engineering feat accom-
plished when i t  pushed its way over the loftiest part of
the Rockies and became the highest standard-gauge road
in America. Through the building of its wonderful tunnel,
now under construction, i t  will link the vast section west
of the Rockies with the markets on the eastern side.

In a one-day trip one may go the summit,—"the top
o' the world"—enjoy the experience o f  snow-balling in
mid-summer and return to Denver in the evening.

" A r o u n d  the Horn ) )
North of Denver, eastward from Rocky Mountain Na-

tional Park, lies a corollary of stars in Colorado's scenic,
industrial and agricultural crown. Boulder, Greeley, Fort
Collins, Loveland, Longmont and many lesser towns are
all in rich valleys, but all are in the shadow of the moun-
tains and all have their own special paths leading to places
of unusual beauty among the hills.

Boulder, the seat of the State University, is only thirty-
five miles from Denver. Ly i n g  just a t  the mouth o f
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The dainty steps of a laughing stream forms one of ,lnierica's most beau-
tiful cascades—Seven Falls in South Cheyenne Canyon,

Pike's Peak Region
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beautiful Boulder Canyon, its roads and trails lead to
quiet nooks of exceptional loveliness. I t s  summer school
and its Chautauqua attract thousands there during the
summer months. This, too, is the gateway to the famous
Glacier regions where four great living glaciers can be
seen from a nearby highway.

The glaciers, located sixty miles from Denver, are
among the largest in the entire Rocky Mountain region.
Arapahoe, the greatest of the group, is one mile wide and
flows 27M feet a year.

Fort Collins, home of the Colorado Agricultural College,
is almost as renowned for the rich and highly developed
agricultural district of which it is the center as it is for the
resorts o f  picturesque Poudre Canyon, near by.  T h e
rushing Cache la Poudre River has made the valley in-
tensely productive and, with its tributaries, offers attrac-
tive sport to the modern knight of rod and creel. Recently
the discovery of oil and gas in commercial quantities has
made i t  tremendously prosperous.

Loveland, Longmont and Lyons are all entrances on
different routes to Rocky Mountain National Park. Each
points the way to its own group of mountain resorts with
good hotels, cottages, trails, horses, guides, fishing streams
and all that makes for an ideal vacation.

Eldorado Springs, an hour's ride from Denver, is a
charming little "teacup in the hills" around which the
surrounding peaks rise to dizzy heights. Plunges of natural
hot and cold water, supplied from mineral springs in the
mountains, add water sports to the usual attractions of
a mountain resort.

Rocky Mountain National Park
Seventy-five miles northwest of Denver, Rocky Moun-

tain National Park announces its presence to the world
by the snowy summit of Long's Peak-14,255 feet high—
which is the loftiest peak in the Park and, like Mount
Evans, one of the tallest in the Rockies. I ts  rugged beauty
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The Broadmoor Hotel, Colorado Springs, ol Italian /Irchitecture, flanked

by gardens on the edge of a sapphire lake
L 1

latsines,' ditri,1 Colorado .Yprings, Antlers Hotel and Pike's Peak
in background
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and sheer precipice dominate the four hundred square
miles of the Park and, beautiful and overawing as it all is,
everything else seems to subordinate itself and harmonize
with the great peak as with a central, inspiring motif.

There are many ways to reach the Park from Denver—
by rail to  any one o f  the .terminals, which are about
twenty-five or thirty miles from the Park, thence in by
the swift and comfortable automobile stages of the Rocky
Mountain Parks Transportation Company, or one may go
all the way by the Transportation Company's motor stages
over any one of several routes, each apparently more beau-
tiful than the others. Whichever way one chooses the
price is the same and the road is of unfailing interest.

However, one should, i f  possible, plan for the Circle
Trip by which the Transportation Company takes one,
not only into the Park but across it, up over Fall River
Pass at an altitude of nearly 12,000 feet, on a highway
that was more than ten years in building, down on the
western side of the gigantic "roof" of the Continent to
beautiful Grand Lake, south through the high-altitude,
"Mountain Iceberg" lettuce fields and then up once more
to the top of the Continental Divide, crossing i t  at Ber-
thoud Pass, more than 11,000 feet high, down on the
eastern side through a succession of canyons and plateaus,
mining camps and farming valleys and finally through
Denver's Mountain parks and into Denver again.

This is, ordinarily, a  two-day trip, but  as one may
have stopovers in the Park for any length of time within
the limit of his rail ticket, i t  is not necessary to make
it continuously.

Estes Park Village is the eastern gateway to the Park—
the actual boundary lies several miles to the west—and it
is the clearing house for all the physical needs of residents
and visitors. Both in the village and close by are several
beautiful hotels, some of them open the year round, and
all over the Park are others, ranging from the modern,
luxurious hostelry to the moderate-priced mountain inn.
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"Towering, rock-ribbed walls" guard the entrance to South
Cheyenne Canyon, Colorado Springs
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Wherever one stays, whether in  fine hotel or  rustic
cabin, there is no lack of  interesting trips by auto, on
horseback or on foot; or, one may simply sit in a comfort-
able chair, breathe deeply of tonic atmosphere and steep
one's soul in beauty—for Rocky Mountain National Park
is the Land of Do-As-You-Please.

Qrand Lake
Against the western edge of Rocky Mountain National

Park lies Grand Lake, one of the largest and most beautiful
bodies of water in the state, with its quaint village and
picturesque hostelries.

Here is a delightful shelving shingle for beach bathing,
here are waters filled with the gamey pink-fleshed salmon
trout, here the Rocky Mountain Yacht Club stages its
annual regatta and boasts the highest anchorage of any
Yacht Club in the world. He re  is the main source of the
great Colorado River, which sings its way in mountain
innocence out  o f  the placid lake, only t o  become, a
thousand miles further on, the roaring water-giant o f
the Southwest.

One may return to Denver by the Rocky Mountain
Parks Transportation Company's Automobile stages over
Berthoud Pass, or, from Granby, fifteen miles away, also
reached by their stages, one may go in over the Moffat
Road; but, by whatever route one returns to Denver the
way is through a region o f  tremendous contrasts, whose
beauty is long remembered.

The Pike's Peak Region
As one travels southward from Denver to Colorado

Springs one may hurry through or linger along the way
at attractive spots or make numberless side-excursions to
points a little off  the beaten track. B u t ,  i t  should be
remembered that, as previously explained, it is not neces-
sary to go to Colorado Springs by way of  Denver, but
that one may reach i t  direct from the East via Rock
Island Lines.
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It's an easy climb for the passenger up Pike's Peak by the Cog Road

—
Curving and climbing. the Auto Highway up Pike's Peak ascends by

gentle grades to the summit
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Like Long's Peak in Rocky Mountain National Park,
Pike is the central motif of a great decorative plan in
which scores of lesser peaks help to complete the pattern,
all forming the great section known to the world as the
"Pike's Peak Region."

Colorado Springs is the largest city of the region and,
like Denver, sits a little aloof from the mountains on the
sunlit plain; not so far, however, but that the great peak
seems actually to tower above the town.

There is a permanent population of over 30,000, while,
during the summer season, its broad, tree-shaded streets
and luxuriant hotels are thronged with gay, sight-seeing
crowds who come from every state in the Union and from
many foreign countries.

While there are many exceptionally good hotels, the
one that has made Colorado Springs famous for years is
the Antlers, whose red roofs and wide-flung wings fairly
radiate hospitality and comfort.

Just outside the city and so distinctive as to constitute
an attraction in itself, is the Broadmoor hotel, ten min-
utes' ride from the heart of town.

Of Italian architecture, i t  stands, flanked by gardens,
on the edge of a sapphire lake, with the city in view from
its front entrance, Pike's Peak and Cheyenne Mountain
for a background. Here golf and polo dominate the sports
activities.

Manitou
Five miles west o f  Colorado Springs, nestling at  the

very foot of the Peak, is one of the most adorable of year-
round resorts and noted the world over for  i ts  large
group o f  radio-active and medicinal springs which the
Indians, recognizing their healing power, named after the
Great Spirit—Mani tou.

Here, both beautiful and practical, is a mammoth bath
house, costing nearly a half million dollars, where experi-
enced attendants and careful service combine to make
baths in  the radio-active and mineral waters piped in
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Sawtoothed and towering, the Sangre de Cristo (Blood of Christ) Range
marks the western edge of San Isabel National Forest west of Pueblo
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Pueblo, the "Pittsburgh of the West"
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from the various mountain springs a  real delight and
benefit, no matter how vigorous one may be.

From Colorado Springs, Manitou is easily reached by
either trolley, train, or motor, through a district rich in
scenic beauty and historic interest.

In the Pike's Peak region, one may either take short
jaunts for the better enjoyment of each or he may combine
many into a  longer trip. Thus  the Circle Drive may
include al l  o f  the following points o f  interest i n  one
leisurely ride:

The Garden o f  the Gods, whose outcroppings of  red
sandstone have been eroded by wind and rain into curious
and fantastic shapes;

Williams Canyon, whose origin is a  disputed point
among geologists but whose beauty appeals to all;

The Cave of the Winds, high up on the mountain side,
whose stalactites and stalagmites, wrought through the
ages into startling likenesses o f  many modern things,
flash and scintillate wierdly under the electric lights;

North Cheyenne Canyon with its beautiful rock forma-
tions and plunging waterfalls out of which one may make
a lesser circle known as the High Drive;

South Cheyenne Canyon, its entrance guarded by the
Pillars of Hercules and its farther end climaxed by the
Seven Falls, not only one of the best known but one of
the most beautiful of  American Cascades, coming down
in a succession of daring leaps over the side of an abrupt
box canyon;

Manitou, with its wonderful springs and bath house, its
winding paths and rustic bridges, its burros and curios and
replicas of ancient Cliff Dwellings, its towering hills that
rise abruptly from the main street, its Cog-road station.

And not the least o f  the Manitou attractions is its
principal hotel, the Cliff House, only a few steps from the
Main street, the springs and the bath house. Whi te,
broad-veranded and inviting, open the year around, i t
adds to the many joys of Manitou.
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Panorama of Peak and Plain from Skyline Drive, Canon City
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Crystal Park, eight miles from Manitou and fifteen
hundred feet above i t ,  with its high-flung switch-backs
and sweeping views is a ride long to be Joyfully remembered.

The ride up to Mount Manitou Park by incline gives
one an excuse for a picnic in the hills and Ute Pass, the
historic trail of long-gone tribes, should not be overlooked.

One may go to Cripple Creek, in the heart of the gold
mining country, by either rail or automobile and, i f  one
wishes, on to Canon City and the Royal Gorge by motor
before returning.

Conquering the Peak
And last but not least—crowning trip of all—is the pil-

grimage up to the top of the great peak which has beckoned
the traveler westward for more than a hundred years.

In 1806 Lieut. Zebulon Pike and his men watched the
snowy cone for miles across the plains and made valiant
and repeated efforts to reach its summit without success,
the commander finally writing in his diary that "no human
being could ascend to its pinnacle!"

But today there are a variety of ways, for each succeed-
ing year sees increasing numbers o f  hardy conquerors
winding up the trails by horse and burro and on foot;
and infinitely greater numbers go either by the spectacular
Cog-Road which climbs up one side of the slanting peak
or by the Auto Highway which loops its way by gentle
grades up the other side.

A rustic inn at  Glenn Cove, nearly 12,000 feet high
on the Auto Road, serves a hearty lunch to those returning
from the peak in cars.

Both routes have stations with cafes and rest-rooms at
the top and both give the visitor unrivaled views of the
great Front Range, of the fertile Valley stretching away
to the plains in the east, of Manitou, hiding in the foothills
below and of Colorado Springs, gleaming like a far-distant
checker-board on a green baize table.
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The scarred heart of Mother Earth—Royal Gorge of the A'rkansas Ricer
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The Pueblo District
Differing widely from other western towns since its first

object in life is its great steel industry, Pueblo is, never-
theless, a "city fair to see," with wide streets, fine parks,
good hotels and the mountains on its far horizon—for it,
too, lies on the plain.

From Pueblo a side trip by rail may be made through
the Royal Gorge t h a t  tremendous gash in  the earth's
surface made by the erosive water-fingers of the dashing
Arkansas River—returning the same day. T h e  Gorge is
also included in  the two-day automobile t r ip  through
beautiful San Isabel Forest.

San Isabel National Forest
Lying westward from Pueblo in three separate units

that embrace three mountain regions, the San Isabel
National Forest contains more than 600,000 acres and
offers, probably, a greater variety of  scenic attractions
than any similar division anywhere in the world.

High peaks and deep gorges; •rich valleys and sand-
duned deserts; smiling meadows and grim, titanic rock
formations; high-altitude lakes and deep-burrowing caves;
daring cascades and shy, hidden streams; dense forests,
clothing rugged hills; broad plains, unashamedly naked
of all but wild flowers and grass. There are scores of peaks
over 13,000 feet high, a dozen 14,000 feet and one—Sierra
Blanca—rises 14,390 feet, topping even Long's and Evans.
The Sangre de Cristo (Blood of Christ) Mountains form
the longest single line range in the world.

Over seven hundred miles o f  recently-built highway
tempt the motorist, there are numberless trails for horse
and foot excursions and hundreds o f  delightful sites for
camp and summer home. I t  may be entered from either
Pueblo, Walsenburg or Trinidad on the east, from Canon
City or Florence on the north or one may go by rail to
Westcliffe, near the western edge.
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Most convenient for the average person, however, is
the San Isabel Transportation Company at Pueblo, which
provides either a one or a two-day trip through the Forest,
thus making i t  easy for the casual visitor to glimpse the
best of this exquisite and varied territory.

The Land Beyond
Beyond all these comparatively well-known regions of

the Front Range stretch thousands o f  miles o f  scenic
country that would require volumes to  describe.

CanonCity,at the mou th of theRoyal Gorge,needs no intro-
duction. Salida, guarded by the"Angel of Shavano"and en-
circled by a marvelously beautiful mountain world, is as yet
scarcely known to the traveler except as a railroad junction!

Red Cliff, nestling among the high peaks, will come into
its own when the Mount of the Holy Cross—most mar-
velous natural shrine in the world—becomes better known
and more accessible.

Glenwood Springs, with its hot, sulphuric waters, its de-
lightful plunge and its famous hotel is known the world over
—but how many have guessed that the mountains around
it held scores of  ideal spots for summer life in the hills ?

All along the famous streams of this part of the state
the Gunnison, the Black, the Las Animas de Perdidas, the
Uncompahgre, the Colorado, the White—and their head-
waters and tributaries are summer resorts that range from
primitive camps to modern hotels. I n  traversing the state
the railroads penetrate the deepest gorges and top the
highest passes in America while stage lines take one still
deeper into the heart of Nature after one leaves the train.

Mesa Verde National Park
In the extreme southwestern part of the state lies the

"land o f  mystery," the unsolved problem o f  American
Archaeology—Mesa Verde National Park—the home of
the ancient Cliff Dwellers and, we are just learning, that
of another and much older civilization than theirs.
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1 1 0  T h e  Land of Mystery—Mesa Verde National Park in Southwestern

Colorado, home of Afmerica's ancient peoples —the Cliffdwellers
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There are various ways to reach Mancos, the entrance,
by rail and there the Mesa Verde Transportation Com-
pany with i ts  seven passenger cars and i ts courteous
guides, takes the visitor over the spectacular "Knife-
Edge" road, with its "air plane" views of the valley and
into the Park, which, as i ts name implies, is a "green
table"—but a tableland cut and serrated by the canyons
of the Mancos River; and in these canyons, wherever an
overhanging ledge of rock or natural cave offered a pro-
tecting root, the peoples of  long ago built homes and
temples and store houses.

Because of the dry atmosphere these deserted villages
in the canyon walls are in a remarkable state of preserva-
tion and are being cared for under Government supervision.

But i f  there were no ruins to attract the curious and the
studious, the sheer beauty o f  the long, winding defiles
with their clear lilting echoes would be sufficient to place
the Mesa Verde in the front rank of National attractions.

The Western Slope
To the north of the Mesa Verde is a veritable wonder-

land of high mountains and water-worn gorges known to
the world largely heretofore because of the precious metals
that have been taken from its mines and that still hide
in the hills.

While mining is still one of the basic industries of the
region it  is its wild and rugged beauty that will bring the
world there to admire and enjoy.

From Durango to Ouray, a distance of seventy miles,
an auto road has been built through canyons and along
mountains so tremendous that  the human brain can
scarcely grasp the untrammeled vastness of  it.

Silverton, midway between Durango and Ouray, sur-
rounded by mountains whose crests are blood-red when
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they are not white with snow and out of which run iron-
impregnated streams like rivers of red paint, offers all that
can be desired in  mountain sport and is al l  the more
accessible because the railroad creeps up a  spectacular
canyon from Durango.

North of Silverton the rails do not venture, but com-
fortable stages take one through the still romantic district
of the old "bonanza" days and finally through marvelous
Uncompahgre Canyon, with a new rock-hewn highway
blasted out of its ribs, and down into Ouray, asleep in its
wonderful natural amphitheatre.

The Qrand Mesa
To the north, across broad, fertile plateaus, mountain-

bordered, rise the two great mesas of Battlement National
Forest, whose ancestors were volcanoes and whose human
children inhabit the surrounding valleys. For,  on the tops
of these great tablelands are hundreds of lakes, sheltered
by primeval forests, forming natural reservoirs that hold
the water to irrigate the farms and orchards far below,
as well as to furnish water and light and power to a dozen
cities and towns scattered over a broad area.

The Grand Mesa is the more scenic of the two and its
broad top is dotted with summer homes, cottages and hotels.

Its lakes and streams are filled with trout and various
roads climb, in serpentine curves, to its summit, so that it
may be reached from any of  the nearby towns—Grand
Junction, Delta, Cedaredge, Silt, Collbran, etc.

Qrand Junction
This prosperous and ambitious city, in the heart of a

scenic section as well as of  a phenomenal fruit  district,
is the largest town of the Western Slope. From it, as a
base, interesting trips may be taken or  one may find
charming mountain resorts within easy reach.
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White-crowned walls of brilliant red distinguish the newest of the National
Parks—Zion Canyon in Southwestern Utah

Page 42

b i l i t I M E N E E I N I N . . . 11 • 1 • = E r v •



V i a  R O C K  I S L A N D  L I N E S

I t  is the entrance-way to  Colorado National Monu-
ment, whose red monoliths and strange erosions comprise
a most interesting exhibit not far away, while from a
district a few miles to the west comes most of the radium
supply of the United States.

Utah
Geologists tell us that Central Utah was once a vast

lake whose shore lines may still be seen far up on the
mountain sides. Hence i t  is not strange that  erosive
beauty of every sort—canyons, caves, natural bridges and
rock formations—may be found everywhere i n  lavish
profusion.

The Wasatch Mountains, which these same geologists
tell us were once much higher than the main range of the
Rockies and have been worn down by the vicissitudes of
millions of years to their present secondary place, are full
of a beauty all their own which an increasing mileage of
good roads is making more accessible every year.

Salt Lake City
Salt Lake City is the center of attraction to the Utah

visitor and here one may spend many delightful days.
A dozen canyons, beginning almost within the c i ty

limits, sweep superbly back into the mountains, which
hover protectingly over the town and make summer homes
and resort hotels conveniently accessible while having all
the advantages of cool, remote heights.

To the west, the Dead Sea of America, Great Salt Lake,
all that is left of the ancient Lake Bonneville, dashes its
briny breakers against marshes white with its saline deposits.
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Titanic statuary in the greatest of outdoor A'rt Galleries—Bryce Canyon
National Monument in Southwestern Utah
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Southward at Bingham, men are staking their pigmy
strength in a hundred-year contest with a mountain of
solid copper, tearing i t  down, melting i t  free of rock and
reducing it  to the uses of humanity.

Southward too, far up on the side of the mountain whose
name i t  bears, is Timpanogas Cave, whose marvels are
only half explored.

To the north lies Ogden and its famous Canyon, with
its vertical rock strata and, farther on, its artesian wells
spouting the great white plumes o f  water that supply
the city.

In the city itself the unusual buildings of the Mormon
Church, the museum o f  pioneer relics, the fine civic,
religious and state buildings, with delightful hotels, pave
the way for other excursions farther afield.

For all of these and many others the Salt Lake Trans-
portation Company furnishes a reasonable and luxurious
service—combining trips, accommodating parties or caring
for those who are alone.

But after one has seen the city and its environs, there
still are wonderlands to north and south which one should
not fail to see.

Yellowstone National Park, a night's ride to the north,
is fully described in another publication issued by the
Rock Island.

But to the south, covering a great district that reaches
clear to the North Rim of the Grand Canyon, is a scenic
territory comparatively little known, different from any-
thing the mountain ranges have to offer and so strangely,
wierdly beautiful as to be almost unbelievable.

Limited accommodations have kept the general public
from visiting this region, bu t  with the completion o f
several huge hotels now under construction, the traveler
will be able to see i t  in true American comfort.
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To reach it, one may go from Salt Lake City by rail to
Cedar City or Marysvale, thence around the scenic circle
by stage, or it may be made entirely by automobile from
Salt Lake Ci ty,  over almost perfect roads that  wind
through fertile, fruit-laden valleys, prosperous, modern
towns and along the banks of hurrying mountain rivers
in the canyons they have carved.

The Southern Wonderland
In Zion Canyon, the newest of the National Parks, one

journeys through a solemn, winding gorge of brilliant red
walls crowned with white, its cloistered defiles widening
into dim, holy temples whose spires reach upward for a
half mile. F rom the floor of  the Canyon mountainous
formations rise thousands of feet, bulking red almost to the
top, then crowned with a thousand feet of glowing white.

East of Zion is Bryce Canyon, newly made a National
Monument, and one of  the most amazing examples o f
erosion known to man.

In a  broad, deep depression which breaks across an
uninteresting mesa, Nature has placed an astounding art
gallery and there, delicately carved, faithful in  detail,
one finds row after row, aisle beyond aisle, of sacred and
historic subjects wrought in white sandstone on towering
monoliths of vivid red.

South of both Zion and Bryce one penetrates the Kaibab
National Forest—the last  unbroken stand o f  great,
primeval woodland in the United States.

Still southward one comes upon the North Rim of the
Grand Canyon in Arizona, 1,500 feet higher than the South
Rim and meets, at Bright Angel Point, a breath-taking
view of the great wound which lays bare the throbbing
heart of Mother Earth, of  the vivid colors flaring from
every side, of huge, truncated formations rising out of the
shadows from the invisible floor far below.
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So far as yet explored there is no view from either Rim
to equal this and i t  forms a fitting crown to the great
scenic circle through the Southern Wonderland.

On and on the beauty and the variety of  the scenic
grandeur o f  the United States extends—from ocean to
ocean, from border to border—and nowhere is i t  lovelier
than in the magic realm of the Rockies.

No volume can do i t  justice, no description equals the
reality—but Nature is an open book from which the trav-
eler may read the thrilling details for himself.

UNDER THE TURQUOISE SKY that bends lovingly above
peaks rising to meet i t  one may rest the body, renew
the spirit and satisfy the mind. Therefore we wish you
comfort on your journey, delight in your wanderings, joy
in your return and increased vigor for the work of life.

The Direct Way to Colorado
The Rock Island so fully and completely serves the

Middle West that it is easily the most convenient route to
and from Colorado.

At the three eastern gateways—Chicago, St. Louis and
Memphis—are Union Depots. A t  Chicago, there is not
only one but two such stations (the La Salle Street Sta-
tion, down town, and Englewood Union Station, 63rd
Street), where direct and convenient connections are
maintained with through trains from and to the East.

The Rock Island enjoys the unique advantage of enter-
ing both Colorado Springs and Denver direct, avoiding
the necessity o f  going through one point to reach the
other; thus serving the tourist most satisfactorily with
respect to its Colorado terminals.
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Rock Island-Colorado trains are handled by the most
powerful mountain-type o f  passenger locomotives ever
built. Their starts and stops are almost imperceptible to
the traveler, and the most gratifying feature of their per-
formance is that  they maintain on-time service w i th
regularity, even with the heaviest loads.

The ROCKY MOUNTAIN LIMITED—one night en route
from Chicago and Englewood to  Colorado, via Omaha,
leads in point of  popularity and service excellence. I t
is equipped with every known comfort device, and i ts
observation lounge, well supplied wi th magazines and
writing materials, is a favorite gathering place for those
who enjoy the printed page, or  prefer the interesting
panorama which the speeding train enfolds. Barber and
valet service are available at most reasonable prices.

Second only to the ROCKY MOUNTAIN LIMITED from the
Chicago gateway, is the COLORADO EXPRESS also via
Omaha. From St. Louis and Kansas City are the COLO-
RADO FLYER and ST. LOUIS-COLORADO EXPRESS. Which-
ever train is used, the passenger may be sure that every
care has been taken for his comfort and convenience.

From the Southeast and Southwest, connections are
made in St. Louis and Kansas City Union Stations.

In the dining car, the superiority of Rock Island service
is most marked. Meals are unexcelled—equal t o  the
best that any city affords—appointments attractive, and
taken altogether the Rock Island diner is one o f  the
memorable features of a Colorado trip.

Very low round-trip fares are available to  Colorado
during the summer season. A  list of Rock Island travel
bureaus appears on the last page o f  this booklet. T h e
representatives listed are thoroughly familiar wi th al l
travel problems, and wi l l  welcome the opportunity to
render assistance whenever called upon. Le t  them plan
your vacation in all its details.
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