






\ \ \ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘

T H E  C A B L E  C A R S
OF S A N  F R A N C I S C O

I N  S A N  F R A N C I S C O ,  c i ty  o f
thri l ls f o r  resident and vis i tor
alike, n o  a d v e n t u r e  can b e

more t h r i l l i n g ,  m o r e  r o m a n t i c ,
more informat ive,  than  a  r i d e  o n
one o f  i ts  several cable car  l ines.

These l i t t l e  cab le  cars,  r e a l l y
jaunting-cars w i t h  t h e i r  side-wise
seats, s o m e  e n c l o s e d  and  some
open-air, a re  a  un i que  attract ion.
San Francisco, f i r s t  c i t y  t o  i n t r o .
duce them to  the wor ld,  s t i l l  oper-
ates many miles o f  cable l ines f o r
the u s e  a n d  p l e a s u r e  o f  s o m e
1 8 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  passengers  a  y e a r.
Thousands o f  visitors who come to
the C i ty  b y  the Golden Gate inva-
riably exclaim: " O h .  I  had a  r ide
on the cable car today! "

The cable cars, w i t h  t he i r  j an -
gling be l l s ,  o f t e n  converted i n t o
the semblance o f  a tune, are more
than a  u t i l i t y,  more than a  means
o f  c l i m b i n g  u p  a n d  d o w n  t h e
storied h i l l s  o f  the ci ty.  T h e y  are
a t rad i t i on  o f  t h e  o lden ,  go l den
years .  .  .  a  beloved carry-over o f
yesterday, l ink ing  the present wi th
the n o w  d is tan t  p a s t  o f  c l i ppe r
ships and o f  the mill ionaires o f  the
Comstock Lode  and the railroads.

Ulysses S.  Gran t  was president
when the first successful test o f  the
grip c a r  was  m a d e .  T h e  p lace :
Clay Street H i l l .  The  date: August
1, 1 8 7 3 .  T h e  mechanical w izard
who achieved this success and fo l -
lowed i t  t h r o u g h  w a s  A n d r e w
Smith Hal l id ie ,  a Scotchman. born
in London.  A s  to ld  b y  Edgar M .
Kahn i n  h is  "Cab le  C a r  Days o f
San Francisco," t h e  story o f  how
Andrew S .  H a l l i d i e  adapted w i re
rope f i r s t  used  i n  m i n e  trainways
to cab le  f o r  pract ical  st reet  r a i l .
way t ransportat ion i s  a  ver i tab le
romance o f  invent ion and  v is ion.
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The n e x t  g rea t  personal i ty  t o
enter the cable car picture was Le-
land S tan fo rd ,  r a i l r oad  f inanc ie r
and founder  o f  the university that
bears the name o f  his son. To  h im
must b e  g iven  t h e  credi t  f o r  t he
California S t ree t  C a b l e  Ra i l road
undertaking. T h i s  l i n e  traverses
the present  f inancia l  d i s t r i c t  a n d
ascends N o b  H i l l  where Stanford.
Hopkins, Hunt ington.  Crocker and
o the r  r a i l r o a d  m e n  b u i l t  t h e i r
mansions.

On the  way, the l ine  passes o l d
St. Mary ' s  Church  a t  the gateway
to Chinatown.  F r o m  t h e  earl iest
days the  Chinese have been fa i th-
ful patrons o f  the cable cars. " N o
pullee, no pus/see, allee samee go,"
was the  way t he  o l d e r  Chinamen
described t h e m  w h e n  t h e  " h a y .
burners" became obsolete.

Intimately connected w i t h  t h e
cable cars a re  m a n y  features, i n -
cluding t h e  ant iquated turn- tab le
at t h e  M a r k e t  Street terminus o f
the Powe l l  Street  l i ne ,  t h e  sharp
turns, w h e n  t h e  g r i pman  shou t ! .
"Look  out fo r  the curvet" ,  and the
car barns where the miles o f  end-
less cab le  w i n d  a n d  u n w i n d  o n
giant drums.

By r i d i n g  the cable cars, which
glide along i n  a leisurely way, one
gains matchless impressions o f  the
color, l i f e ,  b e a u t y  a n d  h i s t o r i c
Savor o f  the city. T h e n ,  f rom the
hi l l  t o p s ,  a r e  v iews o f  tower ing
buildings, a n d  sweeping vistas o f
San Francisco B a y  a n d  t h e  t w o
great bridges, w i th  the M a n n  and
East Bay  h i l l s  f o rm ing  a  magnif i-
cent backd rop .  T h e  n i g h t  r i d e .
when the ci ty is revealed i n  a l l  i ts
sparkling g lory,  is spectacular.
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*THIS YEAR SEE SOME, IF NOT ALL, OF THE OLD WEST!


