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B A C K  i n  1846, publ ic-spir i ted citizens o f
Pennsylvania, foreseeing the  vast  westward
expansion o f  the nation, ral l ied t o  a cry  for
a railroad line across the state to connect with
other railroads which were opening the West.

To  the north the Erie Canal had long been
in operation, a t t rac t ing t o  i t s  thoroughfare
much trade and traffic that could have moved
through Pennsylvania—and to compete with
i t  a railroad was being built in the same region.

To  t h e  south,  another  ra i l road l i ne  was
being dr iven westward, a iming t o  draw the
growing commerce o f  the West  to  i ts  route.

I n  Pennsylvania, a t  the t ime, there was a
complicated state transportation system com-
bining canal and ra i l  which had been set up
as an offset to these challenges.

However, tha t  system failed to accomplish
its purpose, and the business of Philadelphia,
then the f inancial and commercial center o f
the country,  was languishing, as well as that
throughout the Commonwealth.

A rai l road l ine across Pennsylvania would
enjoy marked advantages, the most notable
being the shortest, quickest rout t o  the West.

Responding t o  pub l i c  appeal,  e  Sta te
Legislature, on Apr i l  13, 1846, passed an act
incorporating t h e  Pennsy lvan ia  R a i l r o a d
Company, and a charter was granted shortly
thereafter.WHAT THE CHARTER PROVIDED
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The char ter  authorized the  Compan
construct a  ra i l r oad  f r o m  H a r r i s b u r  t o
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The Pennsylvania Railroad has evolved from a  Company chartered to
build a  railroad 249 miles long to a  System embracing 10,683 miles of
first track and 15,413 miles of second, third and fourth track and sidings.
Thus has the System grown. Once numbering 600  constituent railroad,
bridge, ferry, water supply, warehouse and electric railway companies,
the Company today is one compact, cohesive transportation system.

I



Pittsburgh, a distance o f  249 miles. Because
there a l ready  existed a  r a i l  l i n k  between
Philadelphia and Harr isburg,  t h e  rai lroad's
original operat ion was restr icted t o  service
between Ha r r i sbu rg  a n d  P i t t sburgh .  N o t
unt i l  1857 did i t  gain, through purchase, the
line to  Philadelphia.

On September 1, 1849, the f i rst  section to
be completed—a distance o f  61 miles—was
opened f o r  operat ion  between Har r i sbu rg
and Lewistown. T h e  t ime table showed one
passenger t ra in over the line each way daily,
making the  t r i p  i n  approximately 4  hours.
Freight trains ran twice a week.

SWEEPING ON

On February  3, 1852, John Edgar  Thom-
son, t h e  Company's f i rst  ch ief  engineer and
a ra i l road m a n  o f  exceptional a b i l i t y  a n d
vision, was elected President.

Ear ly  i n  h i s  admin is t ra t ion ,  P res iden t
Thomson pointed ou t  tha t  i t  was almost as
impor tant  f o r  t h e  Pennsylvania t o  inves t
capital judiciously in railroads being bui l t  by
others in  Ohio and Indiana as i t  was to pro-
vide funds fo r  the  completion o f  the Penn-
sylvania Ra i l road  i tsel f .  B y  so  doing,  t h e
Pennsylvania would not only hasten the com-
pletion of  these railroads bu t  could also per-
form a greater publ ic service b y  connecting
them to its own line. I t  is to  this early policy
that  t h e  ra i l road p r imar i l y  owes i t s  pres-
ent form.

Soon the rea f te r,  t h e  Pennsy lvan ia  i n -
vested substant ia l ly  i n  the Ohio and Penn-
sylvania Rai l road, thereby mak ing  possible
the extension of  rail service f rom Pit tsburgh
to C res t line, Oh io ;  t h e n  i n  t h e  Oh io  a n d
Indiana Rai l road,  under  construct ion f r om
Crestline to  Fo r t  Wayne, Indiana;  and sub-
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Over the years 1941 to 1945 inclusive—the war years—approximately
1,400,000,000 tons o f  freight—mostly for the war effort—moved over
the Pennsylvania Railroad System, greatest in Company history. In addition,
it carried 17,507,647 soldiers, sailors, marines, coastguardsmen—a figure
that does not include the millions that traveled on furloughs. World War II
was the fifth war in which the Pennsylvania Railroad served its Country.



sequently, i n  t h e  F o r t  Wayne  and Chicago
Railroad. These three lines were u l t imate ly
consolidated t o  fo rm a  t .  o u s  468-mile
railroad f rom Pit tsburgh o .

Meantime the  al l-rai l  ro  f  Pit ts-
burgh had been completed, a t h r e  r a i n s  a
day w e r e  r unn ing  between t h  a n d
Philadelphia on 13-, 15- and 17- e d -
ules. Thus wi th in  less than 15 y
founding o f  the Pennsylvania R
country was l inked  b y  a  sol id
iron ( s t e e l  w a s  y e t  t o  come)
At lant ic  Seaboard to  Chicago and c
tion was under  way  on  lines t o  S t .  o m s ,
w i th  service u l t imate ly  t o  be prov ided f o r
Cincinnati ,  Columbus, D a y t o n ,  Cleveland,
Buffalo, D e t r o i t ,  A k r o n ,  Youngs town,  I n -
dianapolis, Toledo, Grand Rapids, Louisvi l le
and a l l  t h e  t e r r i t o r y  embraced  t he re i n .
These lines soon were completed and l inked
to become in t ime a part of  the Pennsylvania
Railroad System.

EYES TO THE EAST
As t h e  organization and consolidation o f

the operation west o f  Pit tsburgh proceeded,
the Pennsylvania was also act ively expand-
ing its system from Harrisburg to Balt imore
and then to  Washington—at the same time,
reaching nor thward  t o  impor tan t  coal and
industrial regions. La te r,  t h e  l i n k  between
Philadelphia and Balt imore was added.

Above a l l ,  t h o u g h ,  w a s  t h e  n e e d  f o r
through train service between New York  and
the W e s t  unde r  one management. S o  t h e
Pennsylvania concluded negotiations in 1871
wi th  the railroads operating the lines between
Philadelphia and Jersey C i t y  for  a 999-year
lease o f  those lines, together w i t h  the i r  ter-
minal faci l i t ies i n  N e w  Yo r k ,  Jersey C i t y
and South Amboy.

For nearly 40 years thereafter the impor-
tan t  te rmina l  a t  Jersey C i t y  served as the
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In 1848 the Pennsylvania Railroad ordered two passenger cars, one bag-
gage car and two locomotives to inaugurate its first service, which began
September 1, 1849. Now, in a  single clay, 1,340 passenger trains are
operated on regular scheduled runs. Today Pennsylvania Railroad pas-
senger service contains every type o f  equipment for safe travel—all-
Pullman trains, all-coach trains, Pullman-and-coach trains.



eastern gateway o f  the Pennsylvania Ra i l -
road, being l inked b y  ferries t o  N e w  Yo r k
Ci ty  itself.

However, as t ime  went  on, t h e  Manage-
ment became convinced t h a t  p u b l i c  c o n -
venience r e q u i r e d  t h e  ex tens ion  o f  t h e
Pennsylvania R a i l r o a d  S y s t e m  i n t o  a n d
through the C i t y  o f  New Yo rk ,  w i t h  a cen-
t ra l ly  l o ca ted  passenger s t a t i o n  i n  t h a t
metropolis. I t  was recognized t h a t  whatever
form t h a t  project  u l t imate ly  took,  i t  would
be one of  great engineering magnitude.

Numerous studies were made and in  1892
a f u l l  and  comprehensive repor t  was com-
pleted out l in ing various plans, obstacles and
possibilities. U l t ima te ly  the  plans narrowed
down to  two—bridging the Hudson River  or
tunnel ing under it.

OUTSTANDING ENGINEERS STUDY PLANS

A commission o f  the most  eminent engi-
neers in  the country was appointed to  deter-
mine t h e  be t te r  way.  T h e i r  repor t  recom-
mended t unne l s  a s  b e i n g  m o r e  p rac t i ca l
and economical.

To  provide an even greater range of public
service i n  the New Yo r k  area, the  Pennsyl-
vania acquired i n  1900 control  o f  the Long
Island Rai l  Road Company, which operated
a system o f  lines on t h a t  island. T h u s  t h e
railroad's service extended 125 miles east o
New Yo r k  C i t y.  Furthermore,  b y  br idg ing
the East River at Hel l  Gate, through service______
could be established to  and f rom New Eng-
land in conjunction wi th the New York ,  New
Haven &  Har t fo rd  Railroad.

PENNSYLVANIA STATION, NEW YORK
I n  1904, t h e  Pennsylvania awarded con-

tracts f o r  d r i v i n g  t w o  tunne ls  u n d e r  t h e
Hudson River and four under the East River,

-
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Because the Pennsylvania Railroad System serves the most intensively
developed industrial region in the Country, it naturally follows that a large
part of its freight is raw materials. This is confirmed by the fact that 58%
of the total tonnage moving over the Company's lines in a  single year
originated in mines. Coal accounted for 41% of  Company tonnage. The
movement of  coal and other minerals is as vital to peacetime industry
and home comfort as it was to wartime Output.



to reach the vast passenger station to be bui l t
a t  32nd Street and 7 th  Avenue, N e w  York .

Notwi thstanding t h e  innumerable  eng i -
neering, legal and municipal problems which
constantly a rose  i n  connect ion  w i t h  s o
gigantic a n  under tak ing ,  t h e  w o r k  w a s
pushed forward w i th  such resolution that  by
the fal l  o f  1910, the  terminal and a l l  tunnel
facilities were opened for  service. The  build-
ing of  the Pennsylvania Station, New York ,
and its tunnels is regarded as one of the most
epochal achievements o f  t h e  Pennsylvania /
Railroad. T h e  s ta t ion  covers 2 8  acres, i n
which there are 16 miles o f  tracks. To  date,
approximately 2  b i l l i o n  passengers h a v e
passed through i ts train gates.

A t  the t ime o f  opening, the whole project
had cost  more  t h a n  6112,000,000. L i k e  a l l
major Pennsylvania improvements, i t  was
designed t o  provide fo r  a g rowth  i n  service
for many years to  come.

1

ANOTHER FORWARD S T E P  ELECTRIFICATION

While the great framework of  the Pennsyl-
vania Rai l road System was, w i t h  few excep-
tions, established as far  back as the  1860's,
that  f ramework has been steadi ly strength-
ened and broadened by the constant applica-
tion o f  modern and far-visioned practices. A
notable example is electrification.

As ear l y  as  1901, when  there  was l i t t l e
experience i n  t h i s  C o u n t r y  i n  t h e  use o f
electrified mot ive power to handle heavy an
high speed passenger t raff ic ,  t h e  Permsyl

electric energy i n  connection w i t h  i t s  N e w  \
vania Railroad had already decided to util ize

Yo r k  t unne l  service—a conclusion reached
after t h e  m o s t  exhaust ive research, b o t h

in t he  fu tu re  place o f  electrif ication i n  t
here a n d  abroad. T h e  rai lroad's confidence

scheme of  modern transportation was shown
in 1902 when it began the work of electrifying

i 1
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An interesting historical fact is that the steel industry grew out of the iron
• r o i l .  The Pennsylvania Railroad was the flrst t o  supplant iron ra i l  with

steel, and thus create a market for steel. Today not only is the Pennsylvania
Railroad a  steel railroad—cars, locomotives, signals, rai l ,  equipment,
structures—but the chief carrier o f  steel, out  o f  which our Navy and
Army weapons of war were built.



the Long Island Rail Road, and thereafter the
suburban lines radiat ing f rom Philadelphia.

Today—for  194 miles between Harr isburg
and N e w  Yo r k  b y  one route—and fo r  226
miles f r o m  Wash ington  t o  N e w  Yo r k  b y
another—the great  4- t rack systems o f  t he
Pennsylvania Rai l road are completely elec-
trified.

ALWAYS SEARCHING FOR BETTER THINGS
From the beginning the Pennsylvania has

been a  pioneer i n  developing and adopt ing
many o f  the fundamental improvements b
which t h e  science o f  rai l roading has been
advanced.

Notewor thy,  among them, have been .  .
the steel rai l  t h e  a i r  brake b l o c k  sig-
nals t h e  appl icat ion o f  the telephone t o
railroading s t e e l  cars t h r o u g h  f re ight
service, and freight trains operating on regu-
lar schedules c o o r d i n a t i o n  o f  t ruck  and
train service a n d  the steam turbine loco-
motive. How farsighted the railroad has been
in i ts realization of  the practical importance
research mus t  p lay  i n  improved operations
is bes t  i l lustrated b y  t h e  A l toona  ra i l road
shops, t h e  most  extensive i n  the  world.  I n
1850, before the original l ine was completed,
the railroad began building at Altoona, Penn-
sylvania, a  g roup  o f  shops—not alone f o r
building a n d  serv ic ing equ ipment  b u t  t o
promote experiment and development. Thus
for 96 years, the  Pennsylvania has had the
benefit o f  t he  mos t  intensive technical  re-
search, employing the most  modern instru-
ments of  science.

A GLORIOUS MILESTONE
As t h e  ra i l road looks back  over  the  las t

century, few of its accomplishments are more
noteworthy than its contr ibution to  the wel-
fare and prosperity of those who have placed
their fa i th  in i t .

0
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The big markets for the agriculturist and cattleman are in the region
served b y  the Pennsylvania Railroad. Therefore, from the beginning,
farmer and railroad have worked closely together. Last year alone
more than 25,000,000 tons from farm, ranch and forest moved over
the Pennsylvania Railroad System.



Indus t ry  in itself is not an end but  a means
to an  end. Therefore, t h e  ob ject ive  o f  t he
Pennsylvania Rai l road Company has been,
since i ts inception, not  only to  render a con-
t inual ly  improving public service but to guide
and shape i t s  policies so t h e y  wou ld  con-
t inual ly  p roduce income f o r  i t s  employes
and those who invested the i r  money i n  i t s
property and services.

As a result, the stockholders have received
a cash return in every calendar year since 1847.

The sum to ta l  paid t o  stockholders f ro
1847 t o  December  31 ,  1945,  amoun ts  t
$1,297,893,025.

To  bondholders over the years, and up t
December 31, 1945, t he  Pennsylvania Ra i
road C o m p a n y  h a s  p a i d  m o r e  t h
$1,000,000,000 in interest.

No person i s  more  dependent upon  t  e
steady earning power o f  the  ra i l road t h
the employe, and to  no one person or  grou
has i t  paid out  so much money.

Over t he  100 years since i t  was founde
the Company has paid i n  wages more than
$10,000,000,000.

I n  add i t i on ,  e v e r  m i n d f u l  o f  t h e  e m
ploye's welfare, i t  has se t  u p  re l ie f  f u
savings funds ,  a n d  w a s  a  p ioneer  i n
establishment o f  a pension fund, t o  ser
practical means o f  solving the  proble
sickness, accident, old age and death a
as to encourage thr i f t .

Through cycles o f  prosperity and
sion, f inancial panics, destructive wa
Pennsylvania Rai l road has never i
history fai led t o  meet a f inancial ob
when due. T h a t  is a record to be proud of. A
record to go hand in hand w i th  its century o
progressive service to  the  Amer ican people

T h a t  sp i r i t  carries on, as alert  t o  the neeofof the future as throughout the past.
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Along lines of the System are approximately 12,000 industrial enterprises,
each with its own siding. In addition, there are many thousands more that
utilize the System's team tracks and freight stations. More industry is located
along the Pennsylvania than along any  other railroad. Some—though
by no means al l—of the reasons fo r  this preference are given below.

IT'S LIKE BEING O N  THE M A I N
STREET—in a  m a r k e t  l a r g e  a n d  v e r -
sat i le!  The marke t  embraces 13 states
and the District o f  Columbia.

DIRECT SERVICE TO MANY PORTS
along t h e  A t l a n t i c  C o a s t ;  a l s o  t o
pr inc ipal  p o r t s  o n  t h e  G r e a t  Lakes

SO M A N Y DIFFERENT TYPES O F
CARS a n d  se rv i ces  t o  h a n d l e  a n d
speed o n  i n d u s t r y ' s  p r o d u c t s  f r o m
factory t o  marke t .

THROUGH FREIGHT SERVICE b y
main g a t e w a y s  to a n d  f r o m  the  West ,
South, Southwest,  N e w  Eng land,  C a n -
a d a  a n d  M e x i c o .

PICKUP A N D  DELIVERY SERVICE
Shot is n o t  on ly  extensive,  b u t  w i d e l y
exper ienced i s  p r o v i d e d  b y  t h e
Pennsylvania Rai l road.

EXCELLENT PASSENGER SERVICE.
Customers c a n  q u i c k l y  a n d  conven•
iently c o m e  t o  a  f ac to r y  f o r  confer.
ences and  inspections.




