                               
Time Line: Milwaukee Road West
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1769 James Watts invents steam engine in Scotland
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1803 Louisiana Purchase, Most of present Montana acquired          _________________________________________________________________________________________
1804 Lewis & Clark expedition is first official visit to SD 
     Richard Trevthick builds successful steam engine in South Wales
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1805 (Aug12) Lewis and Clark discover Idaho at Lemhi Pass
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1812 Donald MacKenzie establishes a winter fur trading post at Lewiston for the   
     Astorians
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1815 State of NJ grants 1st RR charter to Col. John Stevens but funding difficulties 
     Prevent building.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1820 Sherburn S. Mitchell born.1825 George Stevenson builds 1st experimental railway
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1830 John Stevens invents T rail. D.J. Whittemore born in Milton, VT
     Surveying, mapping, construction starts for B&O RR 23 miles now in US
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1831 First mail carried by South Carolina Canal & Railroad Co.
     DeWitt Clinton pulls 1st St.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1832 First US RR tunnel, Johnstown, PA
     Robert Livingston Stevens patents T rail and flanged wheel. 
  (Aug12) Captain B.L.E. Bonneville leads the first crossing of the Rocky 
     Mts with a wagon train. Reaches Lemhi River
  (Nov) Matthias Baldwin, Philadelphia Jeweler, enters locomotive business with
     his first locomotive (Old Ironsides) on Philadelphia, Germantown and Morristown RR.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1839 John D. Rockefeller Sr. born in Richford, NY on July 8.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1840 3328 miles of railroad and 3300 miles of canal operating in US.
     Henry Huddleston Rogers (future MILW brass) born in Fairhaven, MASS.  1st RR job was 
     in Fairhaven as an assistant baggage man.  
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1841 First settlers move westward across the Northern Great Plains on a route that became    
     known as the Oregon Trail.
     First caboose was placed in service by Auburn and Syracuse Railroad.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1842 Father Point establishes Jesuit Coeur D'Alene Mission of the Sacred Heart near 
     St. Maries
     John C. Fremont (Sen. Benson's son-in-law) leads an Army Topographical Corp’s
     Expedition to the Rocky Mountains. He maps much of the area and the maps are widely
     distributed and used. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1843 First wagon trains cross Idaho area as result of "The Great Migration", a 
     rush of approx. 1000 pioneers led by Marcus Whitman.     
     John Charles Freemont issues report on Oregon Trail exploration from Mississippi          
     River through South Pass into the Wind River Range of the Rockies.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1844 James K. Polk becomes President. Among his goals is the establishment of Oregon's 
     Northern border to extend to'54 40" even if an act of war.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1845 Asa Whitney unsuccessfully presents to congress a petition for 1st Transcontinental  
     railroad. Sectionalism and Mo. Senator Benson cause defeat.
     First iron railroad bridge in U.S. Philadelphia & Reading Manayunk, PA.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1846 St. Maries Mission moves north to Cataldo.
     Pennsylvania RR obtains a charter from Pennsylvania State Legislature.
     Delaware, Lehigh, Schuylkill & Susquehanna RR is chartered to build a line from 
     Mauch Chunk to Easton, PA.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1847 D.J. Whittemore joins U.S. Engineering Corps. Fort Benton "head of Navigation on 
     the Missouri" founded.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1848
 (Jan19)Adelbert (changed later to Albert) Earling born at Richfield, Wisconsin. Family  
     name was Oehrling-Anglicized later to Earling. 
     Oregon (Pacific-Northwest) Territory officially created.
     Outgoing Pres Polk announces discovery of gold in Oregon Territory
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1849 Liggett's Gap Railroad incorporated in Scranton. Later becomes Delaware, Lackawanna 
     & Western RR
     Dakota land east of the Missouri becomes part of the Minnesota Territory.
     DJ Whittemore Asst-Chief Engineering, Vermont & Canada, Swanton to Rouses Point.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1850 Center of Commerce in "Inland Empire" is Walla Walla.
     Gold-rich California becomes 30th state.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1851 Telegraph invented by Samuel F.B. Morse, is first used in railroad dispatching 
     operations on the Erie Railway at Turners, NY.
     DJ Whittemore Asst Division Ch Engineer, Great Western Rwy of Canada.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1852 DJ Whittemore Contract Building Engineer Central Ohio RR, Zanesville, OH to 
     Wheeling WV. 
     French Canadians discover gold on Pend Oreille River.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1853 DJ Whittemore Asst to Chief Eng., LaCrosse & Milwauke RR
     Washington Territory is created at bequest of farmers living north of the Columbia 
     River. "Idaho" is divided between Washington and Oregon. Some of what now Montana 
     was included in Washington.
     First RR Union Station built at Indianapolis.
     Isaac Stevens crosses northern part of SD surveying for a transcontinental RR route.
     Johnny Grant starts first beef-herd in Deer Lodge valley.
_________________________________________________________________________________________   
1854 
  (Feb15)Penn RR.s' 1300' Horseshoe Curve at Altoona opens for service: This 
     reduced travel time between Philly and Pittsburgh from 3.5 days to 13 hours.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1855 Susan Morningstar becomes 1st woman RR employee when hired by B&O to their
     Baltimore Terminal 
     Delaware, Lehigh etal is renamed Lehigh Valley RR.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1856 First RR bridge across Mississippi River at Davenport, IA
     First RR to build west of the Mississippi was the Pacific RR. Name later changed to 
     Missouri Pacific. It ran between St. Louis and Kansas City, Mo
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1857 DJ Whittemore Ch Eng and Director Southern Minnesota for 250 miles.     
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1858 First Northwest RR, Cascade RR Co. begins operation in Columbian River Gorge
     Yankton Sioux sign treaty with US that cedes much of eastern SD to the US Government
     Land east of Missouri River left without territorial governor when Minnesota becomes   
     a state.
________________________________________________________________________________________
1859 Rockefeller and Maurice Clark began a Produce Company in Cleveland.
     DJ Whittemore Ch Asst Eng Ferro Caril Del Oeste in Cuba.
     Oregon admitted as a State. All of Idaho included in Washington territory
     This year and following sees many new settlers in SD. 2nd try at establishing 
     territorial status goes unrecognized by US government. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1860 DJ Whittemore, Asst Eng Lacrosse & Milwaukee RR. Franklin, first town in Idaho,  
     established Mullin Road military wagon road built just north of Coeur d'Alene.
     Discovery of Comstock Lode lures minors to Nevada, revitalizes area’s economy and 
     spurs ideas of exploration for a road across Nevada.    
     First Pullman sleeping car built by George Mortimer Pullman and makes its run.
     Regular steamboat service on Missouri River. 1st steamboat to Ft. Benton. 
     Judah meets Sacramento merchant Collis P. Huntington who agrees to invest in Judah's   
     RR project. Huntington brings in Mark Hopkins, James Bailey, Charles Crocker, and 
     Leland Stanford. The six men organize the 1dt Board of Directors of the Central 
     Pacific RR Company. In Jul Theodore Judah discovers the great route for the C.P. 
     when he reaches Donnor Pass on his private survey, recognizing a potential route 
     for a line through the Sierra Nevadas. 
  (Nov6)Abraham Lincoln elected President of the US.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1861 Major center of commerce is Portland with some overflow into Vancouver
     John Cary, Troy NY lawyer came to Milwaukee to handle legal work of Lacrosse &
     & Mississippi RR. He and Russell Sage initiated a friendly merger discussion with
     the Milwaukee & St. Paul RR.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1862 Lincoln signs Transcontinental Land Grant Railroad bill
     Homestead Act (160 acres) passes, signed by Pres. Lincoln
     First Mail car for sorting mail enroute placed into service between 
     Hannibal and St. Joseph, MO
_________________________________________________________________________________________                                          1863 Rockefeller and Clark (and Clark’s brother )and chemist Samuel Andrews, build an 
     oil refinery. 
     Boundaries of modern State of Washington established.
     Dakota Territory opened for homesteading
     Last Indian War (Army campaign to punish Santee Sioux for attacks on    
     peaceful Yanktonai Sioux).
     Milwaukee & St.Paul in reorganization. 
     Edward Jones Pearson, Construction Engineer, born in Rockville, Indiana
     Union Pacific builds west.
     Northern Pacific chartered by Josiah Perham to run from Duluth, MN to Puget 
     Sound. Building was stalled.
     Lacrosse and Milwaukee initiate merge. 
(Jul1)Durant and other lobbyists distribute cash and bonds among legislators. 
     Congress passes revised Pacific Railroad Act which doubles the land grant, cedes all 
     natural resources to the RR's, and removes restrictions on individual stock 
     ownership.
(Oct)UP crony, Herbert M. Hoxie, wins UP construction bid, then signs contract over 
     to Durant's new Company, Credit Mobilier. The move allows  
     Durant to pay himself for construction, generating giant profits without 
     Congressional oversights.
(Nov29)Sand Creek massacre. Cavalrymen led by John Chivington slaughter 150 unarmed  
     Cheyenne and Arapahoe Indians, most of whom are women and children.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1865 Rockefeller buys out Lacrosse and Mississippi accepts purchase offer of Milwaukee & 
     St.Paul. Merger and   
     subsequent reorganization strengthened M&StP’s financial status. Alexander   
     Mitchell of Milwaukee named President and Russell Sage, Vice-President. JD 
     Whittemore named as Chief Engineer of Milwaukee.
     Boise becomes capital of Idaho.
     Southern Pacific starts west by buying and incorporating local lines.
     Steel rails replace wrought iron ones.
     Manual block system of train control perfected by Ashbel Welch placed in 
     service between New Brunswick, NJ and Philadelphia.
 (Jan7)Cheyenne and Arapahoe ravage would-be-railroad town of Julesburg, CO, 
    In retaliation for Sand Creek Massacre. The Indians destroy telegraph wires in Platte 
    Valley then return and raze Julesburg to the ground. 
 (Jan20)Lincoln asks Mass. Sen. Oaks Ames to help manage the UP. Ames soon 
     invests in Credit Mobilier and promotes its interests in Washington D.C.
 (Feb)Rockefeller and Andrews buy out Clarks and form a new firm of Rockefeller and 
     Andrews.

 (Apr9)Lee surrenders to end Civil War. Masses of demobilized soldiers begin to move 
     West.
 (Apr14)President Lincoln assassinated. George Pullman becomes well known for 
     his luxury sleeping cars after he loans one of his cars to hold Lincoln's 
     coffin on funeral train.
 (Jun)Contractor Charles Crocker convinces C.P. RR to try Chinese workers 
     as a means of expanding their labor force which at that point only numbered  
     a few hundred Irish workmen.
 (Jul10)Will Durant's activities facing increased scrutiny in Washington DC   
 (Summer)CP crew begins job of hand drilling 12 tunnels through the Sierra 
     Nevadas, averaging only a few inches a day. By end of year about 6000 Chinese will   
     be at work on the project, about 80% of all workers.
     Albert Earling 
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1866 Earling changes name to Albert Earling from Adelbert Oehrling
     William Rockefeller Jr. builds another refinery and makes John Rockefeller Jr. a 
     Partner.
 (Feb)Will Durant hires UP's Gen Jack Casement, another construction boss to increase 
     production.  
     Casement stays in Omaha over winter preparing rolling dormitory cars his crew will 
     use in coming year.
 (Apr16)Nitroglycerine explosion destroys Wells Fargo office in downtown SF.
 (May)Durant hires Gen Granville Dodge to be Chief Engineer-Pacific.
 (Jul)Casement's crews add 60 new miles to bring total to 100.
 (Oct6)Casement's crews pass 1000th Meridian line on the Nebraska prairies 
     giving UP irrevocable right to continue westward as stipulated in Pacific 
     Railroad Act. Durant throws excursion for guests. A mock Pawnee raid was part of the   
     entertainment.  
 (Nov)UP reaches North Platte, Neb which soon turns into a saloons and whore houses.
 (Dec21)Upset by increased military presence in Powder River Valley, the most sacred 
     hunting ground in their possession. Sioux warriors draw cocky Capt.Willie Fetterman 
     and his troops into a deadly ambush on the Bozeman trail.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1867 

Earling hired by the Milwaukee as telegrapher at Milton Junction.
     First domestic steel rails rolled out by Cambria Iron Works of Johnstown, PA, using 
     the Bessemer process. They were used on the Pennsylvania RR. 
     Major Dakota Peace Council at Fort Rice leads to Laramie treaty which defined Sioux 
     lands as those west of the Missouri River in the Dakotas.
 (May)Led by Ames brothers, officers of Credit Mobilier remove Durant from UP Presidency. 
     This initiates flurry of legal action initiated by Durant against CM and UP though 
     he continues to exert nominal leadership over both companies.
 (June 25)Chinese strike for wages stops summit construction. Crocker and Sturbridge cut 
     off food and supplies and communication. Strikers return in one week with no raise      
 (Jul4)Dodge founds the town of Cheyenne in Wyoming Terr. Intended as a transfer point 
     for the UP it will come to contain roundhouse, and a military station. UP sells lots 
     to encourage emigrant settlement and reaches 4000 pop. by end of year. 
 (Aug27)Cheyenne warriors bend rails and pull up tracks at Plum Creek. Neb. Work train 
     is derailed and Cheyenne loot and kill train crew. One man escapes with his scalp in 
     hand.
 (Winter) British chemist begins on-site manufacture of Nitro-glycerin in the mountain 
     construction of the Central Pacific thus eliminating need to transport this unstable 
     explosive.
 (Dec12)CM's infighting directors declare substantial stock dividend. Oaks Ames becomes 
     popular with legislators and distributes 190 shares in Wash, DC, 163 of which go to 
     members of congress.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1868 Eli Janney patents automatic coupler in Johnstown, PA. Pennsylvania RR is first to 
     use.
     NP breaks treaty and antagonizes Sioux by beginning surveys in the Yellowstone River    
     Valley. NP Survey team of 373 men in 275 wagons enter valley escorted by Custer &   
     7th Cavalry.
 (Apr6)UP construction surmounts Sherman Summit (8200') 
 (May9)Central Pacific starts selling lots in Reno, Nevada
 (June18)First passenger train crosses Sierras into Reno.
 (Aug)Brigham Young provides Stanford with workers for Cent.Pac grading through the Utah 
      desert. 
 (Oct29)Citizen vigilantes in Laramie force gamblers and outlaws out of town, and hang  
      others from telegraph poles
 (Nov6)Months of skirmishes with Indians led by Red Cloud results in government 
      suggesting a treaty. Red Cloud won't meet until military retires from Bozeman 
      trail. Military agrees and leaves and Red Cloud signs Powder River treaty trail.  
      Guaranteeing Sioux's massive hunting ground in perpetuity. 
      Red Cloud claims only native leader to have defeated US.  ________________________________________________________________________________________
1869 Union Pacific/Central Pacific Transcontinental Railroad completed in Utah.
     First Idaho Telegraph in Franklin
     George Westinghouse applies for patent on straight air-brake. Tried out first on PRR 
     Pittsburgh to Steubenville.
     Jay Cooke takes over NP. NP receives land grant of 39,000,000 acres.
 (Jan)Corinne Utah founded, first non-Mormon settlement in Territory, proves to be last 
     "Hell on wheels" town.
 (Apr8)Dodge and Huntington, after months of months of argument, lobbying, 
     Congressional pressure and aborted meetings, settle upon Promontory Point, 
     Utah as the place for their two lines to physically join.  _________________________________________________________________________________________
1870 Southern Pacific weathers depression because of good demand for services and limited 
     competition.
     Mitchell elected to U.S. House of Representatives for first of two terms then   
     returned to The Milwaukee. 
     John D Rockefeller along with his brother, William and Henry Flagler, Samuel Andrews 
     and a silent partner, Jabez Harkness. Charles Pratt and Henry H. Rogers and Company 
     of NY were competitors 
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1871 Earling promoted to Asst. Train Dispatcher at Milwaukee, then promoted to Train 
     Dispatcher. Marries Margaret Pebbles. They had three children, (Harriet, George P.,  
     and Sherburn).  
  
________________________________________________________________________________________1872 In less than 4 months Standard Oil absorbed 22 of the 26 Cleveland refineries.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1874 Pratt and Rogers make a secret agreement to be acquired and become partners with  
     Rockefeller.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1879 Milw explorations (by Mepes, Sheldon and Kimball) to the Back Hills and crossing a  
     divide westward into Wyoming.
 ________________________________________________________________________________________  
1878 DJ Whittemore is Milwaukee Chief Engineer for Construction west of Algona, IA.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1881 Edward Jones Pearson, Civil Engineer graduate of Cornell. Hired by Missouri Pacific 
     as a rod-man. Also works for for Kansas & Texas and Atlantic & Pacific RR’s.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1883 Edward Jones Pearson, Principle Asst Eng. In charge of construction of Chicago 
     Terminal and of work on Wisconsin Central Lines operated by NP.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1885 Edward Jones Pearson becomes Bridges, Buildings, and Water Supply, NP Minnesota and   
     St.Paul Divisions. _________________________________________________________________________________________
1888 Earling becomes Asst. General Superintendent.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1890 Earling named General Manager 
     Edward Jones Pearson, NP Eastern Division Engineer 
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1893 Pullman Strike leads to first use of Federal Injunction with railroads.

_________________________________________________________________________________________
1894 Edward Jones Pearson NP Superintendent of Yellowstone Division based in Glendive, MT  

_______________________________________________________________________________________
1895 Earling becomes second vice-president of Milwaukee. John Stevens Chief Engineer GN.   
  (Aug)Edward Jones Pearson NP Superintendent of Rocky Mt Div. Based in Missoula, MT.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1896 John D. Rockefeller Sr. stepped away from leadership of his corporations and turned to philanthropy.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1898 Edward Jones Pearson, NP Superintendent Pacific Coast Division.
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
1899 Earling becomes Chief Executive in Sept. Miller is Chairman of the Board.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1901 H.H. Rogers elected to Board replacing Van Santvoord.
     Great Northern and NP (Hills Lines) jointly purchase the Burlington and Quincy.
     NP takes over Seattle & International RR. 
     Earling orders cost estimate for duplication of NP to the west coast.
  (May)Management ordered exploration from Everts, terminus of the H&D. (Mepes, Engineer   
     in charge Humes, and Green)) (Eng. in Chg.]& Green well equipped, followed   
     Moreau River to its source and then headed NW to the Little Missouri River covering  
     800 miles, possibly as far as Miles City. Barometer elevations were taken and a 
     detailed map drawn. Completed 1906.
  (Aug)Seattle & Tacoma Railway begins operation.
  (Winter) Milw management changes proposed both east and west termini Chamberlain in the  
     East and Eureka, Cal.in the West.  
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1902 DF Buckingham (Asst to be AG Baker) named to examine the new route. They started in 
     the west, due to winter weather. Both traveled by steam boat from Chicago to San 
     Francisco where a competent Guide and a Mountaineer was hired. Route followed, on 
     Horseback, was over the Coastal Range to Sacramento River Valley, over the Sierra 
     Nevada to Pittsville, Alturas, Lake View, Malheur Lakes and down the Malheur River,  
     to Ontario, Oregon. Then, on train, to Green River Wyoming following the UP route to 
     Oregon. Then again via horseback, along Big Sandy River near Caspar, over the Cont. 
     Divide to South Pass Wyoming. Then NE to the west slope of the Black Hills near 
     Merino, Wyoming, over the Black Hills to Rapid City, down Rapid Creek to the 
     Cheyenne River, then east to Chamberlain. Total miles about 2000.
 (Jan23)Portland and Seattle Railway incorporated
 (Jul)Buckingham report writing, plotting elevations, cost approximations, and available 
      on-site resources.
 (Aug)B&B were directed to make a second trip from Sacramento to some point on UP near 
      Salt Lake City. This was done during Aug & Sept. In October another trip (Baker & 
      FH Savage) Starting at Everts they covered about 250 miles: Moreau River, Virgin 
      Creek, to the divide between the valleys of the Moreau and Cheyenne rivers, to  
      Belle Fourche at the north end of the Black Hills. This completed in November 1902.
 (Aug11)Clallam Bay Southern Railway incorporated.
 (Sep)Port Angeles Pacific Railroad incorporated. _________________________________________________________________________________________
1903 John Stevens Vice President Rock Island Road.
     Portland is considered as possible west coast terminus and is included in 
     Reconnaissance of Missouri to California rectangle.Total miles =3500.
     U.S. Reclamation Service declares Columbia Basin irrigation impractical.
 (Jul1)Bellingham Bay & Eastern Railroad sold to NP.
 (Sep1)Oregon, Washington & Idaho Railroad in incorporated. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1904Pullman Strike in Midwest and east.
    Milw starts first exploratory surveys in several Montana and Idaho locations
    Rectangle and Portland recon became basis for an intelligent comparison when 
    explorations were made that resulted in the selection of ports of Seattle and 
    Tacoma. This recon involved a route that was farther north and underdeveloped in 
    comparison with California.
 (Summer)Another exploration explored possible right-of-ways between Miles City and 
    the Pacific NW essentially extending the 1901 Everts to Miles City work. Still 
    another exploration group (under James Wilson) traveled over some of the same   
    territory except that they followed the divide between the Moreau and Grand Rivers 
    then NW, north of Hume’s line, they crossed the Beaver and Fallon creeks and Powder 
    River down the Tongue River to Miles City. At the same time Baker McGregor explored 
    on horseback west from Miles City following the north side of the Yellowstone River 
    to Alkali Creek about 40 miles west of Forsyth then west up Alkali Creek over the 
    Yellowstone-Musselshell divide down to the present site of Musselshell. Team and 
    outfit were shipped back to Miles City. Then, now via the Montana RR, they journey to 
    the site of Harlowton where they examined that RR for purpose of getting an initial
    evaluation of that line via train and on foot to Lombard. About 450 miles covered in   
    35 days. 


                                                                           
 (May Edward Jones Pearson, NP Chief Engineer.
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________

1904 Milw starts first exploratory surveys in several Montana and Idaho locations
     Rectangle and Portland recon became basis for an intelligent comparison when 
     explorations were made that resulted in the selection of ports of Seattle and 
     Tacoma. This recon involved a route that was farther north and underdeveloped in 
     comparison with California.
     Pullman Strike.
   (Mar) US Supreme Court strikes down first NP. GN, CB&Q merger  
   (Apr) Milw began investigation that resulted in acquiring terminal facilities at   
     Seattle and Tacoma. Butte was selected as one objective on proposed Puget Sound 
     line-the exact route to be determined.  The proposed route was arbitrarily divided 
     into designated east-to-west territories, each to be examined and surveyed:
        1. Missouri River to summit of Rocky Mountains
        2. Summit of Rocky Mountains to Summit of Bitterroots
        3. Summit of Bitterroots to Columbia River
        4. Columbia River over Cascade Range to Seattle and Tacoma.
     Bitterroot Summit to Columbia River Recon, started in 1901, was expanded and        
     more detailed specific routes were considered. These were:
        Southerly Route via Nez Perce Pass, Clearwater River, Snake River, to the
           Columbia River.  
        Intermediate Route via Fish Lake to Palouse River; west to Priest Rapids.
        Northern Route via St. Paul Pass, Tekoa to Beverly, Widdum Gulch, So. Fork St.  
           to Avery, St. Maries, Hangman’s Creek to Tekoa.                                          
     This general route was finally adopted though there were variations and alternative 
      details yet to be settled. Emphasis was put on resolving options into fixed routes 
      but these were not entirely resolved until early 1907. At times there were as many 
      as seven parties in field at one time.
   (Apr 15) Othello P.O. opened.
   (Nov)Butte to Summit of Bitterroots Recon began. Required exploration of all the   
     passes on the divide for a distance of 180 miles south of the adopted line. The 
     most southerly pass being the Nez Perce at the headwaters of the Bitterroot River. 
     Between this pass and St. Paul Pass on the north. Various routes were explored 
     between the summit and the Bitter Root River Valley. The principal ones being: 
     Lost Horse Pass, Fish Creek, Lolo Pass, Fish Lake, Cedar Creek. The adopted, St.   
     Paul Pass route east from the summit) is in the valleys of the St.Regis, Missoula, 
     Hellgate and Deer Lodge Rivers. Max No. parties in the field at one time was  
     Survey initiated in Nov. 1901, Completed May 1906.      

_________________________________________________________________________________________
1905 During this year (and into most of 1906) a number of small and larger groups were 
     sent into areas explored in 1905ff.to up more specific lines.                                 
     Othello put on Washington State map. 
     Pinchot Ranger Station established 
     E.J.Pearson named chief engineer of Pacific Extension of the CM&StP 
     John Stevens becomes Chief Engineer for Panama Canal construction.
 

  (Apr2)Spokane & Inland Railway incorporated
  (Feb)Walla Walla Railway Company incorporated
  (Mar)Washington, Idaho & Montana Railway incorporated
  (May25)NP & UP contract to jointly build the Camas Railroad
  (Aug2)NP & GN incorporate the Spokane, Portland & Seattle Railway  
  (Oct13Pacific Railroad of Washington is incorporated. Later becomes CM&ST Railroad 
      of Washington.
  (Nov)Board of Directors approved Lines West Extension. Main Line Reconnaissance  
      surveys started. Max No. Parties in field at one time, 50. Miles surveyed= 5260.  
  (Dec)Main Line Preliminary Survey begun. Missouri River to summit of Rocky     
      Mountains. Closely followed the 46th parallel. Between Missouri River and Miles 
     City the country was rough, rolling, and necessitated many surveys. From Miles City    
     to Harlowton the valleys afforded the best route Between Harlowton and Lombard the 
     Montana Railroad occupied the best route. The Milw subsequently acquired and 
     reconstructed this trackage. Only one general route was considered between Lombard 
     and Butte, restricted to valley approaches to the Rockies. Max no. parties at one 
     time was 50. Miles of route surveyed, 5260.
     Edward Jones Pearson becomes CMStP Chief Engineer of Pacific Coast Extension
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1906 CMSTP&P buys right-of-way through Columbian basin for the high price of $25 an acre.  
     Money saves many homesteaders suffering from crop loss due to drought. 
     As route lines became more specifically marked route lines became more fixed and  
     direct attention was focused on lines between Everts and Butte including specific 
     location sites and specifications of bridgework over all major watercourses.
     Grading between ND and Mt state line begins.
     Trackage between Harlowton and Lombard purchased by Milw and preliminary relocation 
     of roadbed commenced. Finishing it took four years.
     T.H. Croswell is Division Engineer for NP in Spokane.
     Milwaukee articles of incorporation for Montana contain earliest found commitment to  
     electrification.
 (Jan)Earling goes public with extension decision. 
 (Jan10)Pacific Railroad of Washington is renamed CM&StP of Washington. 
 (Feb2)UP incorporates Washington Northern Railway.
 (Mar)Everett, WA Branch line Reconnaissance started (finished May.1911)
      Preliminary Surveys completed
 (Apr)General construction starts at several sites.
 (May)Reconnaissance surveys Missouri River to Butte finished (started in Nov 1901)
 (May10)NP’s King Street station in Seattle goes into service. 
 (Jun18)Washington and Columbia River merges with NP
 (Aug)Butte to Bitterroots location surveys start.
 (Oct)Grading between Lombard and Butte starts.
      St, Paul Pass contract let to Nelson Bennett
 (Nov9)Spokane & Inland Empire Railroad incorporated.                                          
_________________________________________________________________________________________1907 Bitterroot Route Survey finished. Between this date and 1909 the Roundup Coal  
     Company was created to supply the needs of the railroad and towns.  
     Grading between Butte and Finlen and Avery Started in 1907.
     First mine, Republic No. 1, was opened in 1907 and closed in 1912 because  
     its shafts ran right under the Musselshell River and were flooding.
     Independent Telephone Companies (e.g., Montana Independent Telephone Company at 
     Butte) were pushing not only their services but their securities.
     First Power House built at Taft, 2000 workers
     TH Croswell: Appointed Principle Asst. Construction Engineer on SP&S, Camas Prairie
     and others. Reporting directly to Darling.  
  (Jan)Main Line Recon completed.
     Bitterroot Summit to Columbia River Recon completed.
     Bitterroot Summit to Columbia River Preliminary Survey completed.
  (Jan-June) Survey showed 30-60 Typhoid cases some deaths at Taft. 
  (Mar)St.Maries, Branch line Reconnaissance started (finished Nov.1909)
  (Mar)Main Line Preliminary Survey completed.
  (Feb)Letter from Pearson, Chief Eng for CM&StP in WA to T.H. Croswell Division Engineer   
     for NP railway seeking plans of GN Hillyard yard (Spokane)as a model for Milwaukee.   
  (Apr1)Bennett’s St. Paul Tunnel Pass Contract was voided due to financial problems. New  
     Contract awarded to Winston Brothers.
  (Apr)Missouri River to Butte vicinity Preliminary Surveys completed.
        James J. Hill retires as President of GN
  (May13)Ilwaco Railroad incorporated
  (May17)UP passenger service begins between Vancouver and Seattle. Uses NP tracks.
  (Jun)Enumclaw, WA Branch line Reconnaissance started (finished Aug.1907)
      Butte to St. Paul Pass Reconnaissance finished. 
     Summit of Bitterroots to Columbia River Preliminary Survey completed.   
     Everett, WA Branch line Reconnaissance started (Finished May.1906.)
  (Jun18)Washington and Columbia River Railroad merges with NP
  (Jun)Butte to St. Paul Pass Recon finished. Summit of Bitterroots to Columbia 
       River Preliminary Survey completed.   
  (Jun18)Washington and Columbia River Railroad merges with NP
  (Jul)Main Line Location Preliminary Survey Completed.  
      Bitterroot Route summit to Columbia River location survey completed.
  (Aug)St.Joe, Idaho, undergoes fast growth as Milwaukee establishes town as important  
     as a new RR town and possible Division Point.
  (Oct)Bennett’s contract for tunnel was cancelled because of lack of financing and new 
     contract was let to Winston Bros. Uprising in Taft resulting from worker’s slaying    
     by Holmes “Reddy Hayes”, Construction foreman flees town. Extensive Montenegro 
     reaction during march to victim’s funeral. Hospital threatened but Count Stanislaus    
     Filipowich, Austrian Engineer, calms riot.
  (Oct6)Line opened between Mobridge and Lemmon SD for Frt/and Mixed revenue traffic
     Mid Oct) Panic of 1907 dropped stocks by about 50%. Wages on Milw construction  
     were $1.50 per acre of hand-clearing on the right-a-way. 2000 men were making 
     about 6’ of progress on the Taft tunnel every 24 hours.
  (Oct27)Line opened between Lemmon,SD and Hettinger,ND for Frt/mixed revenue traffic
  (Nov)Hanford, WA ID Branch line Reconnaissance started (finished Jan.1909)
       Hanford, WA ID Branch line Instrument Surveys started (finished Jan.1909)
  (Dec)CM&PS RY entered into an agreement with the Montana Railroad by which the latter     
       company agreed to improve its line between Harlowton and Lombard and granted 
       trackage right to the former company for 99 years.
       McKenna-Gate, WA Branch line Instrument Surveys started (finished Jan.1908)
  (Dec1)Line opened between Hettinger, ND and Bowman, ND for Frt/mixed revenue traffic
  (Dec15)Line opened between Roundup, MT and Harlowton, MT for Mixed revenue traffic
_______________________________________________________________________________________             
1908 
  (Jan1)By this date virtually all of the construction-dug water reservoirs were full. 
     Very early in this year a good supply of fair quality gravel was discovered near 
     Rhame and was graded and pitted for construction use. Similar pits were found along 
     the Yellowstone River.                                                    
     Portland & Seattle RY changed its name to Spokane, Portland & Seattle RY.
     Milw. Line opened between Bowman Marmarth, ND for Frt-Pass. Revenue traffic
     Railway Line opened between Marmarth, ND and Terry, MT for Mixed revenue traffic. 
  (Mar11)SP&S Railways Golden Spike ceremony at Sheridan’s Point.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]  (Mar15)Milw line between Terry-Miles City opened for Frt/Passenger revenue traffic. 
  (Apr7)Ministerial Association of Missoula petitions County Commissioners to revoke Taft   
     liquor license. Petition was rejected.
  (Apr8)Port Angeles Railway & Terminal Co. incorporated.
        Milwaukee Terminal Railway Company incorporated.  
     

(Oct)Couer d’Alene, ID Branch line Reconnaissance started (finished Nov.1908) 
     Plummer,ID-Spokane,WA, Branch line Reconnaissance started (finished Nov 1911)
     Couer d’Alene, ID Branch line Instrument Surveys started (finished Nov.1908) 
     Plummer,ID-Spokane,WA Branch line Instrument Surveys started (finished Nov 1911.
  (Dec)Warden-Marcellus WA, SD Branch line Reconnaissance started (finished Mar. 1909)
     Tiflin-Heppel,WA Branch line Reconnaissance started (finished Mar 1909)
     Warden-Marcellus WA, SD Branch line Instrument Surveys started (finished Mar    
       1909)
     Tiflin-Heppel, WA Branch line Instrument Surveys started (finished Mar 1909)
     
 


______________________________________________________________________________________
1909 Republic No. 2, second coal mine near Roundup, was opened with a depth of 387', 
     reported to be the deepest west of the Mississippi.
     Winter of deep snow.
     Congress passes the new Enlarged Homestead Act
   (Jan1)E-W subsection rails joined near St. Regis.
      Drills break through last rock in Taft Tunnel. Only 3/8 inch off.
      Concrete foundations for Clear Creek and Kelley Creek viaducts. Bridge steel was 
      shipped from Plummer, concrete from Taft.
      Black River-Tacoma junction built by CM&StPRY of Washington. Half interest and 
      ownership in the line was conveyed to O-W RR & Navigation Co. on this date. One day  
      later,(Jan 2)the CM&StPRY became the CM & Puget Sound. 
   (Feb2)Segment added to NP from St. Regis to Paradise where it joined NP mainline. 
      (Mar)Moreau, SD Branch line Reconnaissance started and finished.
      Cheyenne SD Branch line Reconnaissance started and finished
   (Mar17)5:30am Misfired dynamite shoot in Taft tunnel. Many on Roland side (west)   
   (Mar11)SP&S Railway's Golden Spike ceremony at Sheridan's Point
   (Mar15)Line opened between Terry-Miles City, MT for Frt/Passenger revenue traffic
      also between Miles City,and Roundup, MT, for Frt and Passenger revenue traffic    
      Taft tunnel completed last of month.
      Flooding washes out miles of trackage E & W of tunnel.
      Moreau and Cheyenne SD Branches Reconnaissance and Instruments Surveys start and 
            finish.
   (Mar30)Columbia River & Northern Railway purchased by SP&S
   (April7)Ministerial Association of Missoula petitions County Commissioners to 
      revoke Taft liquor licenses but were rejected.     
   (Apr8)Milwaukee Terminal Railway Company Port Angeles Railway & Terminal Co. 
     corporated.
   (May)New England SD Branch line Reconnaissance started and finished
   (May10)New England, Grass Range Branch Reconnaissance and Instruments Surveys start.
   (May14)Milwaukee's last spike is driven and line is completed to Puget Sound. Golden
       Spike ceremony near Garrison Montana.
   (May19)Henry Huttleson Rogers died suddenly on the morning of May 19,1909 at 69.
   (May23)GN's Oriental Limited service begins
   (Jun6)James J. Hill opens Alaska-Yukon-Pacific Exposition in Seattle and first SOO 
       Line-Seattle-Pacific train arrives at King St Station in Seattle.
   (Jun6)Line opened between Malden, WN and Seattle/Tacoma, WN for revenue and   
       Freight traffic 
   (Jun13)Line opened between Malden, WN and Seattle/Tacoma, WN for revenue Freight 
       and Passenger traffic. H.C. Henry was contractor.
   (Jul4)Revenue Frt traffic inaugurated via B.A. & P. Ry between Butte & Finlin, MT;
         Mobridge, SD and Seattle/Tacoma, WA; Butte & Finlin; Finlin, MT and Avery, ID;    
         Avery, ID and Malden, WA. 
   (Jul10)Intercontinental Passenger service initiated for main line.
   (Jul4) Reddy Hayes returns to Taft and is shot and killed. 
   (Jul11)GN’s electrified Cascade operation begin
          1st train stalled at Warden due to dust storm.
   (Aug8) Roy & Winifred Moreau Branch Reconnaissance and Instruments Surveys started.
   (Aug8)Freight Service to Butte from east inaugurated. Spokane, Walla Walla & Western 
         Railway Co. incorporated
   (Aug13)First fire at Taft, announced by blowing at powerhouse whistle. Every saloon  
        was burned, reopened in tents, fire spared one house and P.O. started 4 am in  
        upstairs of Spokane Theater-show house, Winston Co saved materials & bldg to west 
        of theater and A.L.Cary store saved, Arcade to east burned within 20 minutes but  
        reopened in tent next morning. Long line of bldgs from west to east burned, was 
        stopped before Flathead Mercantile and P.O. Bars closed by threat of force by 
        deputized Milw. Engineer in charge of Taft to St. Joe River west. Reopened two 
        hours later. Hotel burned but lasted longer because of size of building timbers.     
   (AugLate)Another tunnel shoot misfires with many injured from large rocks.  
   (Oct)Passenger service opened between Butte and east. Goat Rock stage daily from St. 
       Joe to Spring Creek. Another stage ran daily between Taft and Avery through Grand 
        Forks.   
   (Oct31)NP forms Seattle Division
   (Nov10) Grass Range Mt Branch Reconnaissance and Instruments Surveys started.       
   (Dec3) NP & UP Railroad formed. Camas Prairie Railroad begins operations                       


(Augl7) Oregon, Washington & Idaho completes Riparta, WA to Lewiston,ID line
   (Aug19)Final spike on Spokane & Inland Empire Railroad line to Moscow, ID
   (Aug30)Line opened between Lombard, MT and Butte, MT for revenue Frt and Passenger 
      traffic.
   (Aug 18)Milwaukee buys water-power property in Missoula from Big Blackfoot Milling Co. 
   (Sep29)CM&StPRR rails reach Snoqualmie Pass
   (Nov17)NP operations begin from Willbridge, OR to Vancouver, WA
      (Oct)Grass Range MT Branch line Reconnaissance started and finished.
   (Dec3) NP & UP Railroad formed. Camas Prairie Railroad begins operations     
   (Dec15)SP&S's Railway's bridges across the Willamette and Columbia rivers both 
      open.
   (Dec26)NP's first train crosses the 2 track bridge from Portland to Vancouver, 
        WA touted as the longest 2 track RR bridge in the world at that 







   
   
______________________________________________________________________________________
 

      (Apr)Everett, WA Branch line Instrument Surveys started (finished Mar.1910)

   (Apr3)SP&S operations begin from Pasco to Marshall, WA and from Portland to Spokane.
      (Apr4)CM&StP first passenger train crosses Snoqualmie Pass and arrives in Seattle   
      from Eastern Washington. First Passenger train through Taft Tunnel.
   (May3)SP&S track laying completed
         NP begins operations from Snake River Junction to Riparian, WA
   (May10)New England, Grass Range Branch Reconnaissance and Instruments Surveys start.
   (May14)Milwaukee's last spike is driven and line is completed to Puget Sound. Golden
       Spike ceremony near Garrison Montana.
   (May19)Henry Huttleson Rogers died suddenly on the morning of May 19,1909 at 69.
   (May23)GN's Oriental Limited service begins
   (Jun6)James J. Hill opens Alaska-Yukon-Pacific Exposition in Seattle and first SOO 
       Line-Seattle-Pacific train arrives at King St Station in Seattle.
   (Jun6)Line opened between Malden, WN and Seattle/Tacoma, WN for revenue and   
       Freight traffic 
   (Jun13)Line opened between Malden, WN and Seattle/Tacoma, WN for revenue Freight 
       and Passenger traffic. H.C. Henry was contractor.
   (Jul4)Revenue Frt traffic inaugurated via B.A. & P. Ry between Butte & Finlin, MT;
         Mobridge, SD and Seattle/Tacoma, WA; Butte & Finlin; Finlin, MT and Avery, ID;    
         Avery, ID and Malden, WA. 
   (Jul10)Intercontinental Passenger service initiated for main line.
   (Jul4) Reddy Hayes returns to Taft and is shot and killed. 
   (Jul11)GN’s electrified Cascade operation begin
          1st train stalled at Warden due to dust storm.
   (Aug8) Roy & Winifred Moreau Branch Reconnaissance and Instruments Surveys started.
   (Aug8)Freight Service to Butte from east inaugurated. Spokane, Walla Walla & Western 
         Railway Co. incorporated
   (Aug13)First fire at Taft, announced by blowing at powerhouse whistle. Every saloon  
        was burned, reopened in tents, fire spared one house and P.O. started 4 am in  
        upstairs of Spokane Theater-show house, Winston Co saved materials & bldg to west 
        of theater and A.L.Cary store saved, Arcade to east burned within 20 minutes but  
        reopened in tent next morning. Long line of bldgs from west to east burned, was 
        stopped before Flathead Mercantile and P.O. Bars closed by threat of force by 
        deputized Milw. Engineer in charge of Taft to St. Joe River west. Reopened two 
        hours later. Hotel burned but lasted longer because of size of building timbers.     
   (AugLate)Another tunnel shoot misfires with many injured from large rocks.  
   (Oct)Passenger service opened between Butte and east. Goat Rock stage daily from St. 
       Joe to Spring Creek. Another stage ran daily between Taft and Avery through Grand 
        Forks.   
   (Oct31)NP forms Seattle Division
   (Nov10) Grass Range Mt Branch Reconnaissance and Instruments Surveys started.       
   (Dec3) NP & UP Railroad formed. Camas Prairie Railroad begins operations                       
________________________________________________________________________________________
1910 DJ Whittemore ,80, retires and is named Honorary Consulting Eng. Milwaukee Road.
     Immigrants flood Montana and some of Idaho because of Homestead Act and railroad 
     pamphlets extolling the virtues of the land with exaggerated claims and 
     descriptions. Automobiles, around since the late 1800's) were becoming commonplace.
     Many western towns were building or upgrading electric systems, water and sewer and   
     telephone systems construction was increasing. . Some (like Libby, MT were passing
     ordinances requiring cement sidewalks. A woman was accused of shooting her husband    
     to death in their private railroad car on a Great Northern train at the Libby, MT  
     depot.
     Mar 1910 Great Falls, MT Branch line Reconnaissance started (finished Apr 1910)
May 1910 Roy and Winifred MT Branch line Reconnaissance started (finished June 1912)
Aug 1910 Willapa Harbor, WA. Branch line Reconnaissance started (finished Aug 1913)

 (Jan15)Montana Railroad carried out agreement of 12/1907 to improve its line and on 
     this date the MR deeded its entire road and property lying between Lewistown and 
     Lombard (via Harlowton) to the CM&PSRy.  The line between these points was then 
     opened and Revenue Passenger traffic was opened to add to already existing revenue 
     Freight traffic.
 (June1)Chief Eng. Pearson Milwaukee Engineer of CM&StP leaves for position on Mo Pac    
 (Jul10)Milw introduced once-a-day thru daily local passenger trains, one each way, 
      were placed in operation and widely publicized.
 (Aug10)Devastating Forest Fire west of Avery along the Idaho-Washington border 85 deaths
 (May)Grass Range Branch Reconnaissance and Instruments Surveys started.
 (Dec10)D.J. Whittemore, Chief Engineer of Milw, Retires
 (Winter) Bad snow slides Wallace, Mullan, and Upper St Joe Valley.  _________________________________________________________________________________________    1911 Whittemore is Consulting Engineer. Chief Engineer is CF Loweth.
     A large gravel source was discovered and developed near Paragon. Gravel for use 
     between Harlowton and Lombard was found near Two-Dot.
     In 1911 Standard Oil Corporation was dismantled into 34 companies because of its 
     violation of the Anti-Trust Laws.  
     Baseballs with cork centers adopted. Beer was most popular beverage at ball games.
     Nation's last homestead land grants in Pot Hole country.TH Croswell locating Eng NP.
     Edward Jones Pearson becomes 1st Vice-Pred. MoPac RR and St. Louis & Iron MT. &  
      Southern RR.
  (May28)Olympian and Columbian passenger service trains commenced Chicago to Northwest 
      Coast 
 
1912 CM&PS E.O. Reeder is Chief Engineer, CG Loweth is Consulting Engineer.
     Milwaukee Service Club founded
  (Aug12)Milw wreck at Keechelus, WA. Two engines, combination mail/express car and a day   
      coach. Four engine crew and one day-coach passenger were killed. Speed and rail 
      misalignment left track and went into stream-bed under bridge.  Site later was 
      where the new track alignment left the old route.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1913 JD Rockefeller, now 74, becomes 1st U.S. billionaire ($336 billion [1907 $’s])
     CM&PS E.O. Reeder is Chief Engineer, CG Loweth is Consulting Engineer.
     Milwaukee runs passenger trains into Spokane and on to Marengo via OWR&N tracks. 60 
     hours Chicago to Seattle. 1915. Official birth of St. Maries as a “city”
  (Jul)Yellowstone Trail highway opens Mullan to Missoula.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1914 Milwaukee annual report notes established hospital at Mobridge, S.D. and announces 
     a new one opening at Three Forks, MT Twenty-two other hospitals under contract.
  (Aug 15) Panama Canal opens ________________________________________________________________________________________
1915 Edward Jones Pearson becomes VP of Missouri-Pacific RR. Serves only 13 mos.
     Yellowstone trail completed Missoula to Spokane.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1916 Edward Jones Pearson becomes President of Missouri Pac.
     Death of JD Whittemore.
  (Mar20) Columbia and Puget Sound RY became Pacific Coast RR.
  (Jul16) D.J. Whittemore, Chief Engineer of Milw, dies.     
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1917 CF Loweth is Chief Engineer.
     Earling becomes Chairman of the Board as his health fades                            
     Edward Jones Pearson becomes President of New York-New Haven and Rockford RR.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1920 Population of St. Maries was 1962.                                                                                 
  (Jun8)Former Milw VP Henry R Williams dies in Seattle.
_________________________________________________________________________________________1921 Henry Robert Williams dies. Served Milwaukee as telegrapher, train dispatcher, train    
     master, superintendent, asst. general superintendent, general manager, President of  
     subsidiary lines that operated on CM&StP, Milwaukee VP at New York, Vice President 
     Milwaukee Land Company.
_________________________________________________________________________________________1923 (Mar 14) George R Peck, former General Counsel MILW-Rd died 
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1925 Albert Earling dies. In Milwaukee-Journal obit 11/11/25, The Pacific Extension ‘was   
     conceived by me 12 years before it was actually carried out. When tramping through   
     the west looking for the best route to the Pacific Coast, I got the idea but it took 
     many years to carry out.” 
     Edward Jones Pearson resigns due to bad health.
  (Mar18)Milwaukee goes into receivership.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1927 Electrification between Black River and Seattle completed.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1928 Edward Jones Pearson’s death.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1930 Population of St. Maries was 1996.
  (Jun25) Milwaukee declares bankruptcy. Reorganization plans put in progress.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1932 CF Loweth is Chief Engineer.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1934 Ninety minute service reached on test run between Chicago and Milwaukee.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1935 W.H Penfield is Chief Engineer is Chief Engineer
  (May 29) Hiawatha service between Chicago and Twin Cities inaugurated.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1937 Death of John D, Rockefeller Sr.(age 97) _________________________________________________________________________________________
1938 June 19 West-bound Olympian derails on bridge over Custer Creek (MT) 447 die, 75   
     injured.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1939 May 29. Hiawatha Service added to Chicago-Omaha-Sioux City and Sioux Falls.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1941 First 4000hp diesel engines assigned to passenger service.1970 Burlington Northern   
     merger and 1 5400hp diesel between Avery and Othello.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1943 Eleven 1000hp switch engine diesels received. Ten 4-8-4 steam engine ordered to be 
     delivered in 1944.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1944 Six 5400hp diesels received.
_________________________________________________________________________________________1960 Death of John D. Rockefeller Jr _________________________________________________________________________________________
1975 Milwaukee petitions ICC to be included in Burlington merger.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1977 Milwaukee's petition of 1975 formally denied.
     Final bankruptcy declared
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1979 (Aug9) Milwaukee Road's trustee petitions ICC to abandon 2497.7 miles of track west   
     of Miles City.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1980 St.Maries population 2794
  (Jan30)CC approves abandonment petition.
  (March15)Last train west of Butte leaves Tacoma
_________________________________________________________________________________________

Mar 1906 Everett, WA Branch line Reconnaissance started (finished May.1911)
Mar 1907 St.Maries, ID SD Branch line Reconnaissance started (finished Nov.1909)
Jun 1907 Enumclaw, WA Branch line Reconnaissance started (finished Aug.1907)
Nov 1907 Hanford, WA ID Branch line Reconnaissance started (finished Jan.1909)
Dec 1907 McKenna-Gate, WA Branch line Reconnaissance started (finished Jan.1908)
Nov 1908 Couer d’Alene, ID Branch line Reconnaissance started (finished Nov.1908) 
Nov 1908 Plummer,ID-Spokane,WA, Branch line Reconnaissance started (finished Nov 1911)
Dec 1908 Warden-Marcellus WA, SD Branch line Reconnaissance started (finished Mar 1909)
Dec 1908 Tiflin-Heppel, WA  Branch line Reconnaissance started (finished Mar 1909)
Mar 1909 Moreau, SD Branch line Reconnaissance started and finished.
Mar 1909 Cheyenne SD Branch line Reconnaissance started and finished 
May 1909 New England SD Branch line Reconnaissance started and finished
Oct 1909 Grass Range MT Branch line Reconnaissance started (finished Dec 1909)
Mar 1910 Great Falls, MT Branch line Reconnaissance started (finished Apr 1910)
May 1910 Roy and Winifred MT Branch line Reconnaissance started (finished June 1912)
Aug 1910 Willapa Harbor, WA. Branch line Reconnaissance started (finished Aug 1913)



Nov 1908 Couer d’Alene, ID Branch line Instrument Surveys started (finished Nov.1908) 
Nov 1908 Plummer,ID-Spokane,WA Branch line Instrument Surveys started (finished Nov 
      1911).
Dec 1908 Warden-Marcellus WA, SD Branch line Instrument Surveys started (finished Mar    
      1909)
Dec 1908 Tiflin-Heppel, WA  Branch line Instrument Surveys started (finished Mar 1909)
Mar 1909 Moreau, SD Branch line Instrument Surveys started (finished Apr 1909)
Mar 1909 Cheyenne SD Branch line Instrument Surveys started (finished Aug 1909)
May 1909 New England SD Branch line Instrument Surveys started (finished Sept 1909)
Jan 1910 Grass Range MT Branch line Instrument Surveys started (finished Apr 1909)
Mar 1910 Great Falls, MT Branch line Instrument Surveys started (finished Apr 1910)
May 1910 Roy and Winifred MT Branch line Instrument Surveys started (finished June 1912)
Aug 1910 Willapa Harbor, WA. Branch line Instrument Surveys started (finished Aug 1913)

==========================================
Milwaukee Road West
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1769 James Watts invents steam engine in Scotland
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1803 Louisiana Purchase, Most of present Montana acquired          _________________________________________________________________________________________
1804 Lewis & Clark expedition is first official visit to SD 
     Richard Trevthick builds successful steam engine in South Wales
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1805 (Aug12) Lewis and Clark discover Idaho at Lemhi Pass
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1812 Donald MacKenzie establishes a winter fur trading post at Lewiston for the   
     Astorians
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1815 State of NJ grants 1st RR charter to Col. John Stevens but funding difficulties 
     prevent building.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1820 Sherburn S. Mitchell born.1825 George Stevenson builds 1st experimental railway
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1830 John Stevens invents T rail
     Surveying, mapping, construction starts for B&O RR
     23 miles now in US
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1831 First mail carried by South Carolina Canal & Railroad Co.
     DeWitt Clinton pulls 1st St.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1832 First US RR tunnel, Johnstown, PA
     Robert Livingston Stevens patents T rail and flanged wheel. (
  (Aug12) Captain B.L.E. Bonneville leads the first crossing of the Rocky 
     Mts with a wagon train. Reaches Lemhi River
  (Nov) Matthias Baldwin, Philadelphia Jeweler, enters locomotive business with
     his first locomotive (Old Ironsides) on Philadelphia, Germantown and Morristown RR.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1840 3328 miles of railroad and 3300 miles of canal operating in US.
     Henry Huddleston Rogers (future MILW brass) born in Fairhaven, MASS.  1st RR job was 
     in Fairhaven as an assistant baggage man.  
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1841 First settlers move westward across the Northern Great Plains on a route that became    
     known as the Oregon Trail.
     First caboose was placed in service by Auburn and Syracuse Railroad.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1842 Father Point establishes Jesuit Coeur D'Alene Mission of the Sacred Heart near 
     St. Maries
     John C. Fremont (Sen. Benson's son-in-law) leads an Army Topographical Corp’s
     Expedition to the Rocky Mountains. He maps much of the area and the maps are widely
     distributed and used. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1843 First wagon trains cross Idaho area as result of "The Great Migration", a 
     rush of approx. 1000 pioneers led by Marcus Whitman.     
     John Charles Freemont issues report on Oregon Trail exploration from Mississippi          
     River through South Pass into the Wind River Range of the Rockies.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1844 James K. Polk becomes President. Among his goals is the establishment of Oregon's 
     Northern border to extend to'54 40" even if an act of war.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1845 Asa Whitney unsuccessfully presents to congress a petition for 1st Transcontinental  
     railroad. Sectionalism and Mo. Senator Benson cause defeat.
     First iron railroad bridge in U.S. Philadelphia & Reading Manayunk, PA.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1846 St. Maries Mission moves north to Cataldo.
     Pennsylvania RR obtains a charter from Pennsylvania State Legislature.
     Delaware, Lehigh, Schuylkill & Susquehanna RR is chartered to build a line from 
     Mauch Chunk to Easton, PA
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1847 Fort Benton "head of Navigation on the Missouri" founded.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1848
 (Jan19)Adelbert(changed later to Albert) Earling born at Richfield, Wisconsin. Family  
     name was Oehrling-Anglicized later to Earling. 
     Oregon(Pacific-Northwest)Territory officially created.
     Outgoing Pres Polk announces discovery of gold in Oregon Territory
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1849 Liggett's Gap Railroad incorporated in Scranton. Later becomes Delaware, Lackawanna 
     & Western RR
     Dakota land east of the Missouri becomes part of the Minnesota Territory.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1850 Center of Commerce in "Inland Empire" is Walla Walla.
     Gold-rich California becomes 30th state.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1851 Telegraph invented by Samuel F.B. Morse, is first used in railroad dispatching 
     operations on the Erie Railway at Turners, NY.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1852 French Canadians discover gold on Pend Oreille River.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1853 Washington Territory is created at bequest of farmers living north of the Columbia 
     River. "Idaho" is divided between Washington and Oregon. Some of what now Montana 
     was included in Washington.
     First RR Union Station built at Indianapolis.
     Isaac Stevens crosses northern part of SD surveying for a transcontinental RR route.
     Johnny Grant starts first beef-herd in Deer Lodge valley.
_________________________________________________________________________________________   
1854 
  (Feb15)Penn RR.s' 1300' Horseshoe Curve at Altoona opens for service: This 
     reduced travel time between Philly and Pittsburgh from 3.5 days to 13 hours.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1855 Susan Morningstar becomes 1st woman RR employee when hired by B&O to their
     Baltimore Terminal 
     Delaware, Lehigh etal is renamed Lehigh Valley RR.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1856 First RR bridge across Mississippi River at Davenport, IA
     First RR to build west of the Mississippi was the Pacific RR. Name later changed to 
     Missouri Pacific. It ran between St. Louis and Kansas City, Mo
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1858 First Northwest RR, Cascade RR Co. begins operation in Columbian River Gorge
     Yankton Sioux sign treaty with US that cedes much of eastern SD to the US Government
     Land east of Missouri River left without territorial governor when Minnesota becomes   
     a state.
________________________________________________________________________________________
1859 Oregon admitted as a State. All of Idaho included in Washington territory
     This year and following sees many new settlers in SD. 2nd try at establishing 
     territorial status goes unrecognized by US government. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1860 Franklin, first town in Idaho, established Mullin Road military wagon road built 
     just north of Coeur d'Alene
     Discovery of Comstock Lode lures minors to Nevada, revitalizes area’s economy and 
     spurs ideas of exploration for a road across Nevada.    
     First Pullman sleeping car built by George Mortimer Pullman and makes its run.
     Regular steamboat service on Missouri River. 1st steamboat to Ft. Benton. 
     Judah meets Sacramento merchant Collis P. Huntington who agrees to invest in Judah's   
     RR project. Huntington brings in Mark Hopkins, James Bailey, Charles Crocker, and 
     Leland Stanford. The six men organize the 1dt Board of Directors of the Central 
     Pacific RR Company. In Jul Theodore Judah discovers the great route for the C.P. 
     when he reaches Donnor Pass on his private survey, recognizing a potential route 
     for a line through the Sierra Nevadas. 
  (Nov6)Abraham Lincoln elected President of the US.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1861 Major center of commerce is Portland with some overflow into Vancouver
     John Cary, Troy NY lawyer came to Milwaukee to handle legal work of LaCrosse &
     & Mississippi RR. He and Russell Sage initiated a friendly merger discussion with
     the Milwaukee & St. Paul RR.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1862 Lincoln signs Transcontinental Land Grant Railroad bill
     Homestead Act (160 acres) passes, signed by Pres. Lincoln
     First Mail car for sorting mail enroute placed into service between 
     Hannibal and St. Joseph, MO
_________________________________________________________________________________________1863 Boundaries of modern State of Washington established.
     Dakota Territory opened for homesteading
     Last Indian War (Army campaign to punish Santee Sioux for attacks on    
     peaceful Yanktonai Sioux).
     Milwaukee & St.Paul in reorganization. 
  (Jan)Gov. Leland Stanford turns dirt for Central Pacific in Sacramento.
  (JanSummer0Tensions among board over financial and contractual issues Judah sails to 
     East Coast to look for new investors.
  (Mar4)Idaho Territory created. 
  (Oct26)CP drives first spike)
  (Oct30)Thomas Durant, who has illegally manipulated a controlling interest in the 
     UP gets himself appointed the railroad's VP and General Manager but 
     on Nov2, while on a journey, dies in NYC.
  (Dec2)At a gala ceremony, UP breaks ground in Omaha. It is some time before any 
     geographical progress is made.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1864 Montana Territory formed
     Immigrant party besieged for two weeks near present Marmarth. They built sod   
     breastworks now known as Fort Pitts. This led to further incursions and the building 
     of several more forts. 
     Idaho Counties of Ada, Alturus, Boise, Idaho, Kootenai, Lah-Tah, Nes   
     Perce, Oneida and Shone established.
     Union Pacific builds west.
     Northern Pacific chartered by Josiah Perham to run from Duluth, MN to Puget 
     Sound. Building was stalled.
  (Jul1)Durant and other lobbyists distribute cash and bonds among 
     legislators. 
     Congress passes revised Pacific Railroad Act which doubles the land grant, cedes all 
     natural resources to the RR's, and removes restrictions on individual stock 
     ownership.
  (Oct)UP crony, Herbert M. Hoxie, wins UP construction bid, then signs contract over 
     to Durant's new Company, Credit Mobilier. The move allows  
     Durant to pay himself for construction, generating giant profits without 
     Congressional oversights.
  (Nov29)Sand Creek massacre. Cavalrymen led by John Chivington slaughter 150 unarmed  
     Cheyenne and Arapahoe Indians, most of whom are women and children.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1865 LaCrosse and Mississippi accepts purchase offer of Milwaukee & St.Paul. Merger and   
     subsequent reorganization strengthened The M&StP’s financial status. Alexander   
     Mitchell of Milwaukee named President and Russell Sage, Vice-President.
     Boise becomes capital of Idaho.
     Southern Pacific starts west by buying and incorporating local lines.
     Steel rails replace wrought iron ones.
     Manual block system of train control perfected by Ashbel Welch placed in 
     service between New Brunswick, NJ and Philadelphia.
 (Jan7)Cheyenne and Arapahoe ravage would-be-railroad town of Julesburg, CO, 
     in retaliation for Sand Creek Massacre. They destroy telegraph wires in 
     Platte Valley then return and raze Julesburg to the ground. 
 (Jan20)Lincoln asks Mass. Sen. Oaks Ames to help manage the UP. Ames soon 
     invests in Credit Mobilier and promotes its interests in Washington D.C.
 (Apr9)Lee surrenders to end Civil War. Masses of demobilized soldiers begin to move 
     West.
 (Apr14)President Lincoln assassinated. George Pullman becomes well known for 
     his luxury sleeping cars after he loans one of his cars to hold Lincoln's 
     coffin on funeral train.
 (Jun)Contractor Charles Crocker convinces C.P. RR to try Chinese workers 
     as a means of expanding their labor force which at that point only numbered  
     a few hundred Irish workmen.
 (Jul10)Will Durant's activities facing increased scrutiny in Washington DC   
 (Summer)CP crew begins job of hand drilling 12 tunnels through the Sierra 
     Nevadas, averaging only a few inches a day. By end of year about 6000 Chinese will   
     be at work on the project, about 80% of all workers.
     Albert Earling 
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1866 
 (Feb)Will Durant hires UP's Gen Jack Casement, construction boss to increase production.  
     Casement stays in Omaha over winter preparing rolling dormitory cars his crew will 
     use in coming year.
 (Apr16)Nitroglycerine explosion destroys Wells Fargo office in downtown SF.
 (May)Durant hires Gen Granville Dodge to be Chief Engineer-Pacific.
 (Jul)Casement's crews add 60 new miles to bring total to 100.
 (Oct6)Casement's crews pass 1000th Meridian line on the Nebraska prairies 
     giving UP irrevocable right to continue westward as stipulated in Pacific 
     Railroad Act. Durant throws excursion for guests. A mock Pawnee raid was part of the   
     entertainment.  
 (Nov)UP reaches North Platte, Neb which soon turns into a saloons and whore houses.
 (Dec21)Upset by increased military presence in Powder River Valley, the most sacred 
     hunting ground in their possession. Sioux warriors draw cocky Capt.Willie Fetterman 
     and his troops into a deadly ambush on the Bozeman trail.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1867 Earling hired by the Milwaukee as telegrapher at Milton Junction.
     First domestic steel rails rolled out by Cambria Iron Works of Johnstown, PA, using 
     the Bessemer process. They were used on the Pennsylvania RR. 
     Major Dakota Peace Council at Fort Rice leads to Laramie treaty which defined Sioux 
     lands as those west of the Missouri River in the Dakotas.
 (May)Led by Ames brothers, officers of Credit Mobilier remove Durant from UP Presidency. 
     This initiates flurry of legal action initiated by Durant against CM and UP though 
     he continues to exert nominal leadership over both companies.
 (June 25)Chinese strike for wages stops summit construction. Crocker and Sturbridge cut 
     off food and supplies and communication. Strikers return in one week with no raise      
 (Jul4)Dodge founds the town of Cheyenne in Wyoming Terr. Intended as a transfer point 
     for the UP it will come to contain roundhouse, and a military station. UP sells lots 
     to encourage emigrant settlement and reaches 4000 pop. by end of year. 
 (Aug27)Cheyenne warriors bend rails and pull up tracks at Plum Creek. Neb. Work train 
     is derailed and Cheyenne loot and kill train crew. One man escapes with his scalp in 
     hand.
 (Winter) British chemist begins on-site manufacture of Nitro-glycerin in the mountain 
     construction of the Central Pacific thus eliminating need to transport this unstable 
     explosive.
 (Dec12)CM's infighting directors declare substantial stock dividend. Oaks Ames becomes 
     popular with legislators and distributes 190 shares in Wash, DC, 163 of which go to 
     members of congress.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1868 Eli Janney patents automatic coupler in Johnstown, PA. Pennsylvania RR is first to 
     use.
     NP breaks treaty and antagonizes Sioux by beginning surveys in the Yellowstone River    
     Valley. NP Survey team of 373 men in 275 wagons enter valley escorted by Custer &   
     7th Cavalry.
 (Apr6)UP construction surmounts Sherman Summit (8200') 
 (May9)Central Pacific starts selling lots in Reno, Nevada
 (June18)First passenger train crosses Sierras into Reno.
 (Aug)Brigham Young provides Stanford with workers for Cent.Pac grading through the Utah 
      desert. 
 (Oct29)Citizen vigilantes in Laramie force gamblers and outlaws out of town, and hang  
      others from telegraph poles
 (Nov6)Months of skirmishes with Indians led by Red Cloud results in government 
      suggesting a treaty. Red Cloud won't meet until military retires from Bozeman 
      trail. Military agrees and leaves and Red Cloud signs Powder River treaty trail  
      guarantying Sioux's massive hunting ground in perpetuity. 
      Red Cloud claims only native leader to have defeated US.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1869 Union Pacific/Central Pacific Transcontinental Railroad completed in Utah.
     First Idaho Telegraph in Franklin
     George Westinghouse applies for patent on straight air-brake. Tried out first on PRR 
     Pittsburgh to Steubenville.
     Jay Cooke takes over NP. NP receives land grant of 39,000,000 acres.
 (Jan)Corinne Utah founded, first non-Mormon settlement in Territory, proves to be last 
     "Hell on wheels" town.
 (Apr8)Dodge and Huntington, after months of months of argument, lobbying, 
     Congressional pressure and aborted meetings, settle upon Promontory Point, 
     Utah as the place for their two lines to physically join.  _________________________________________________________________________________________
1870 Southern Pacific weathers depression because of good demand for services and limited 
     competition.
     Mitchell elected to U.S.of Repesentatives for first of two terms then returned to    
     The Milwaukee. _________________________________________________________________________________________
1871 Earling promoted to Asst. Train Dispatcher at Milwaukee, promoted to Train 
     Dispatcher. Marries Margaret Pebbles. They had three children, (Harriet, George P.,  
     and Sherburn.  
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1873 Coal discovered along the Musselshell River near Roundup. MT. Major center of   
     commerce in Washington Territory is Olympia/Puget Sound area 
     Coeur d'Alene Indian Reservation set aside for CdA and Spokane Indians
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1874 Gustavus Swift (meat packer) introduces refrigerator cars. NP railroad builds line 
     from Kalama (Vancouver) to Olympia and its Puget Sound Port
     First railroad in Idaho-Utah Northern to Franklin
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1875 NP land grant was 80 miles wide in Washington Territory
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1876 Custer's last stand at the Little Big Horn River in southwestern Montana.

1877 Free of floating debt and moving into timber area for lumber trade Jesuit Mission at 
     Cataldo moves to Desmet.  
     General m. Sherman visits Coeur d’Alene area. Recommends it as a place for an Army 
     Post.    
_________________________________________________________________________________________1878 US Govt opens Camas Prairie to settlers. Leads to Bannock and Palutes Indian War
     Camp Coeur d’Alene established. Sawmill ready to start processing at Ft. Sherman. 
____________________________________________________________________________
1879 Formal acquisition of Western Union RR gave Milwaukee access to Mississippi from  
     Racine to Savanna.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1879-80 First western explorations contemplated line from a MiMaries was 209ssouri River point   
     to some point on the California Coast. Chamberlain and Evarts, S.D. were used as 
     starting points and Eureka and San Francisco elected as California destinations. 
     These four marked corners of a rectangle (125 miles N to S and 1500 miles E to W).   
     During the year there was extensive exploration by a single party accompanied by a    
     Military escort. This early exploration was labeled as the “California Route”. Two 
     California locations, Eureka and San Francisco were the first examined, starting in 
     1879-80.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1880's KC, Fargo and Omaha were targets for branch lines. More in 1901 and 1902.
     1880's saw first "name" trains,
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1880 Acquisition of Chicago and Pacific gave Milwaukee rails from Savanna to Chicago with 
     another bridge over the Mississippi at Sabula, IA. Philip Armour, friend of 
     Mitchell, sees relationship between his meat packing interests and the
 M. Armour 
     buys into the Milwaukee and becomes a Director in the 1880's
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1881 William Rockefeller becomes a Director of the Milw NP completes the Pend Oreille 
     line from Wallula to Lake Pend Oreille over Providence Hill south of Lind headed for   
     new mines in north Idaho
     1882 NP completed across northern part of territory.         _________________________________________________________________________________________
1883 Roswell Miller comes to Milwaukee from Chicago & Western-Indiana RR, NP completes 
     line from Lake Pend Oreille to Lake Superior creating the second transcontinental 
     railroad. Oregon Short Line completed through southern Idaho
 (Oct1)First Idaho telephone service started in Hailey
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1884 Earling named as Division Superintendent. Worked under the tutelage of S.S. Merrill 
     and H.C. Atkins.
     Financial panic slows growth. Merrill dies. UP joins Oregon Railway   
     Navigation Company at Wallula (Oregon Trail Route) reducing travel time 
     on Oregon Trail from five months to five days (3rd transcontinental 
     railroad)
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1885 Track (117 miles) was purchased in Red River Valley to protect interests in Dakota 
     Territory. NP opens Pasco to Yakima line
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1886 Interstate Commerce Act was passed to foster competition, to forbid rebates and 
     pools, discriminations between persons, places, and commodities, and to require 
     reports and accounts from the railroads. A Commission (ICC) was set-up to oversee
     the enforcement of this act.
     Final route of NP goes over Stampede Pass to Tacoma. 
     Seattle has 10,000 pop. And commits s to building its own RR via Snoqualmie Pass 
     and starts construction from Seattle to Seattle. 
     Spokane.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1887 Camp Coeur d’Alene renamed Ft. Sherman.
     Railroads introduced steam heat in passenger cars. 
     Andrew Mitchell dies on April 19. 
     Pioneered consolidation growth. Eventually over 200 corporate entities 
     included in Milwaukee structure. NP granted 40 million acres of land 
     becomes nation's largest land owner. Begins to build the Ellensburg, 
     Columbia and East RR to Well #7 (Lind). Stampede Pass tunnel completed.
       
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1888 Earling becomes General Superintendent Milwaukee Roswell Miller becomes President.    
     Introduced electric lights in trains. 
     Central Terminus shifted to Chicago.                                      
     NP builds from Spokane, Davenport, Wilbur and Coulee City to compete with Seattle,   
     Lake Shore and Eastern.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1889 Washington granted statehood. 350000 people. Seattle, Lake Shore and Pacific reaches 
     Snoqualmie Falls from west and almost to Davenport going east but stalls in battle   
     for r-o-w north of Dry Falls. RR moguls met (JP Morgan presided) to "maintain 
     public, reasonable, uniform and stable rates." This evolved into the Western Traffic 
     Association whose aim was to prevent needless reduction in rates caused by the 
     effects of too much competition. Roswell Miller resigns M Presidency to become 
     Chairman of the Board, succeeded by Albert Earling. 
     Joseph Fisher built initial saw mill at junction of St.Joe and St. Maries river
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1890's M negotiated contract with UP to use UP lines from Council Bluffs including the  
     bridge over the Missouri) to Union Station in South Omaha. All this leads to the  
     Milwaukee realizing that it needed a share of the profitable long-range hauling on 
     the cross-continental lines to the Pacific. The issue soon becomes whether to extend 
     directly west to the Pacific or more northwesterly.
     (early) labor troubles. Soft economy and unionization was taking place with pressure 
     for wage increases without increased revenue Tracks and bridges ordered for 
     Ellensburg and North Eastern through Othello area. 
   (Jul3) Idaho becomes state. Population 88,548.Population of St. Maries was 209
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1893 Interstate Commerce Act Eugene V. Debs, President of the Brotherhood of Locomotive 
     Firemen, founded the American Railway Union. Financial Panic
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1894 Debs lends support to striking workers of the Pullman Company. Deb's boycott   
     results in the firing of the workers and a general strike with use of hoodlums and 
     violence. President Cleveland sends in the federal militia, the strike was broken 
     and Debs was jailed. The M, which had not discriminated against its employees, was f    
     furious about the rift with its employees and the loss of revenue. The Pullman 
     Company was severely censured by a congressional investigating committee and all of 
     this led to a Supreme Court Decision that all railroads were in violation of the 
     Sherman Anti-Trust Act. Further it established as immediate goals of the union the 
     right to organize, strike, and bargain collectively. Milwaukee was a well unified 
     road and had good relationships with employees so it was able to maintain 
     independence from outside demonstration nomination. However it did get caught up in 
     the machinations of others. There was a battle between Morgan-Hill-Standard Oil and
     Harriman-Stillman and Rockefeller who were trying to keep Hill etal out of Chicago.   
     Hill at one time attempted to purchase the Milwaukee. 
   (Nov)Deteriorating company-laborers at Bunker Hill (just N of Wallace ID. Leads to a
     Major strike.  
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1896 Hill acquires control of the NP.
_________________________________________________________________________________________1897 Harriman countered Hill's acquisition by acquiring the Union Pacific but was out 
     maneuvered by Hill in his purchase of the CB&Q which gave him entrance to Chicago. 
     Alaska Gold Rush. Washington has 500,000 people. After Gold Rush main use of Puget 
     Sound was export/import from Orient and lumber to California.        
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1898 Seattle Northshore and Eastern tracks lifted west of Spokane. 
     Shoshone Co. seat moved to Wallace (ID)
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1899 Roswell Miller retires. Board of Directors appoint Earling VP to President of 
     Chicago, Milwaukee and St.Paul RR Co.
  (Apr)NP involved in major miners’ union problem Burke-Wallace,ID. Mine workers dynamite 
     mill and shooting and fighting soon erupted.
         _________________________________________________________________________________________
1900's Harriman-Hill struggle made it apparent that the Milwaukee was going to be 
     squeezed out of the west or else be taken over by one of the powers if it did not 
     move aggressively. Last Indian uprising. Wampum Indians disliked whites grazing 
     stock along the Crab Creek sink between Corfu and the Columbia River. 
   (Apr 29) NP's first run of the North Coast Limited
   (Aug20) GN starts 2.63m Cascade Tunnel
   {Oct13) Cascade tunnel holed through
   (Nov12) One time NP President Henry Villard dies.
   (Dec12) GN replaces switchbacks on Stevens Pass
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1901 Earling orders cost estimate for duplication of NP route to the coast.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1901 Earling does cost estimate to duplicate NP route to coast.
     Great Northern and the NP (Hill Lines) jointly purchase the Burlington and 
     Quincy. One party explored Missouri to California rectangle for 3 months.   
   (Apr 1) NP takes over Seattle & International Railroad Nov) Main Line 
     Reconnaissance begun. Max No. parties in field at one time, 20. Total Miles 
     Explored =8510. Recon completed 1907 (Jan)
   (May) Recon of Missouri River to Butte began.  Max of 6 parties in field at 
     one time. 2600 miles reconnoitered. Completed 1906 (May)
   (Aug26) Seattle & Tacoma Railway begins operation   
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1902 Two Milw parties explored Missouri to California triangle for 8 months
     Post office for 18-20 homesteads established at Billington, WA 6 1/2 miles 
     SE of future site of Othello.
   (Jan23) Portland and Seattle Railway incorporated                          
   (Aug11) Clallam Bay Southern Railway Company is incorporated
   (Sep22) Port Angeles Pacific Railroad Company is incorporated
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1903 Portland introduced for consideration as a west coast designation. Reconnaissance of  
     Portland in network with Missouri to California rectangle. Total Missouri to 
     California recon was approximately 3500 miles. U.S. Reclamation Service declares 
     Columbia Basin irrigation impractical
   (Jul1)Bellingham Bay & Eastern Railroad sold to NP
   (Sep1) Oregon, Washington & Idaho Railroad is incorporated
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1904 Milw starts first exploratory surveys in several Montana and Idaho locations
     Rectangle and Portland recon became basis for an intelligent comparison when 
     explorations were made that resulted in the selection of ports of Seattle and 
     Tacoma. This recon involved a route that was farther north and underdeveloped in 
     comparison with California.
     Pullman Strike.
   (Mar) US Supreme Court strikes down first NP. GN, CB&Q merger  
   (Apr) Milw began investigation that resulted in acquiring terminal facilities at   
     Seattle and Tacoma. Butte was selected as one objective on proposed Puget Sound 
     line-the exact route to be determined.  The proposed route was arbitrarily divided 
     into designated east-to-west territories, each to be examined and surveyed:
        1. Missouri River to summit of Rocky Mountains
        2. Summit of Rocky Mountains to Summit of Bitterroots
        3. Summit of Bitterroots to Columbia River
        4. Columbia River over Cascade Range to Seattle and Tacoma.
     Bitterroot Summit to Columbia River Recon, started in 1901, was expanded and        
     more detailed specific routes were considered. These were:
        Southerly Route via Nez Perce Pass, Clearwater River, Snake River, to the
           Columbia River.  
        Intermediate Route via Fish Lake to Palouse River; west to Priest Rapids.
        Northern Route via St. Paul Pass, Tekoa to Beverly, Widdum Gulch, So. Fork St.  
           to Avery, St. Maries, Hangman’s Creek to Tekoa.                                          
     This general route was finally adopted though there were variations and alternative 
      details yet to be settled. Emphasis was put on resolving options into fixed routes 
      but these were not entirely resolved until early 1907. At times there were as many 
      as seven parties in field at one time.
   (Apr 15) Othello P.O. opened.
   (Nov)Butte to Summit of Bitterroots Recon began. Required exploration of all the   
     passes on the divide for a distance of 180 miles south of the adopted line. The 
     most southerly pass being the Nez Perce at the headwaters of the Bitterroot River. 
     Between this pass and St. Paul Pass on the north. Various routes were explored 
     between the summit and the Bitter Root River Valley. The principal ones being: 
     Lost Horse Pass, Fish Creek, Lolo Pass, Fish Lake, Cedar Creek. The adopted, St.   
     Paul Pass route east from the summit) is in the valleys of the St.Regis, Missoula, 
     Hellgate and Deer Lodge Rivers. Max No. parties in the field at one time was  
     Survey initiated in Nov. 1901, Completed May 1906.      
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1905 Othello put on Washington State map. Pinchot Ranger Station established
     E.J.Pearson named chief engineer of Pacific Extension of the CM&StP 
  (Nov)Board of Directors approved Lines West Extension. Main Line Reconnaissance surveys   
     started. Max No. Parties in field at one time, 50. Miles surveyed= 5260. 
  (Apr 2) Spokane & Inland Railway incorporated
  (Feb) Walla Walla Railway Company incorporated
  (Mar) Washington, Idaho & Montana Railway incorporated
  (May25)NP & UP contract to jointly build the Camas Railroad
  (Aug 2)NP & GN incorporate the Spokane, Portland & Seattle Railway  
  (Oct13) Pacific Railroad of Washington is incorporated. Later becomes CM&ST Railroad 
      of Washington. 
  (Dec)Main Line Preliminary Survey begun. Missouri River to summit of Rocky     
      Mountains. Closely followed the 46th parallel. Between Missouri River and Miles 
      City the country was rough, rolling, and necessitated many surveys. From Miles City    
      to Harlowton the valleys afforded the best route Between Harlowton and Lombard the 
      Montana Railroad occupied the best route. The Milw subsequently acquired and 
      reconstructed this trackage. Only one general route was considered between Lombard 
      and Butte, restricted to valley approaches to the Rockies. Max no. parties at one 
      time was 50. Miles of route surveyed, 5260.
______________________________________________________________________________________
1908                                                                                   
   (Jan1)Line opened between Bowman Marmarth, ND for Frt-Pass. Revenue traffic
         Portland & Seattle Railway name changed to Spokane, Portland & Seattle RY 
         Railway Line opened between Marmarth, ND and Terry, MT for Mixed revenue 
         traffic.
   (Mar11)SP&S Railway's Golden Spike ceremony at Sheridan's Point
   (Mar15)Line opened between Terry-Miles City, MT for Frt/Passenger revenue traffic
          also between Miles City, MT and Roundup, MT for Frt and Passenger revenue 
          traffic         
   (Mar30)Columbia River & Northern Railway purchased by SP&S
_______________________________________________________________________________________   
   (April 7)Ministerial Association of Missoula petitions County Commissioners to 
          revoke Taft liquor licenses but were rejected.
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
(Apr8)Milwaukee Terminal Railway Company Port Angeles Railway & Terminal Co. 
         Incorporated.
            
   

(Jul7 Oregon, Washington & Idaho completes Riparta, WA to Lewiston, ID line
   (Aug19)Final spike on Spokane & Inland Empire Railroad line to Moscow, ID
   (Aug30)Line opened between Lombard, MT and Butte, MT for revenue Frt and Passenger 
          traffic.
   (Sep29)CM&StPRR rails reach Snoqualmie Pass
   (Nov17)NP operations begin from Willbridge, OR to Vancouver, WA
   (Dec15)SP&S's Railway's bridges across the Willamette and Columbia rivers both 
          open.
   (Dec26)NP's first train crosses the 2 track bridge from Portland to Vancouver, 
        WA touted as the longest 2 track RR bridge in the world at that time. 

______________________________________________________________________________________
 1909 Republic No. 2, second coal mine near Roundup, was opened with a depth of 387', 
     reported to be the deepest west of the Mississippi.
     Congress Passes the new Enlarged Homestead Act
   (Apr3)SP&S operations begin from Pasco to Marshall, WA and from Portland to 
         Spokane
   (Apr4)CM&StP first passenger train crosses Snoqualmie Pass and arrives in Seattle   
         from Eastern Washington
   (May3)SP&S track laying completed
         NP begins operations from Snake River Junction to Riparian, WA
   (May14)Milwaukee's last spike is driven and line is completed to Puget Sound
   (May 23)GN's Oriental Limited service begins
   (June6)James J. Hill opens Alaska-Yukon-Pacific Exposition in Seattle and
          First SOO Line-Seattle-Pacific train arrives at King St Station in 
          Seattle
   (Jun 6)Line opened between Malden, WN and Seattle/Tacoma, WN for revenue and   
          Freight traffic 
   (Jun 13)Line opened between Malden, WN and Seattle/Tacoma, WN for revenue Frt 
           and Passenger traffic
   (Jul4)Revenue Frt traffic inaugurated via B.A.& P. Ry between Butte & Finlen, MT;
          Mobridge, SD and Seattle/Tacoma, WA; Butte & Finlind; Finlen, MT and Avery, ID;    
          Avery, ID and Malden, WA. 
   (Jul10)Intercontinental Passenger service initiated for main line.
   (Jul11)GN’s electrified Cascade operation begin
           1st train stalled at Warden due to dust storm.
   (Aug8)Spokane, Walla Walla & Western Railway Co. incorporated
   (Oct31)NP forms Seattle Division
   (Dec3) NP & UP Railroad formed. Camas Prairie Railroad begins operations
             
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1910 Immigrants flood Montana and some of Idaho because of Homestead Act and railroad 
     pamphlets extolling the virtues of the land with exaggerated claims and 
     descriptions. 
     Automobiles, around since the late 1800's) were becoming commonplace.
     Many western towns were building or upgrading electric systems, water and sewer and   
     telephone systems construction was increasing. . Some (like Libby, MT were passing
     ordinances requiring cement sidewalks. A woman was accused of shooting her husband    
     to death in their private railroad car on a Great Northern train at the Libby, MT  
     depot.
 (Jan15)Montana Railroad carried out agreement of 12/1907 to improve its line and on 
     this date the MR deeded its entire road and property lying between Lewistown and 
     Lombard (via Harlowton) to the CM&PSRy.  The line between these points was then 
     opened and Revenue Passenger traffic was opened to add to already existing revenue 
     Freight traffic.
 (Feb)Chicago Tribune calls Taft “ the wickedest community in America 
 (June1)Chief Eng. Pearson Milwaukee Engineer of CM&StP leaves for position on Mo Pac    
 (Jul10)Milw introduced once-a-day thru daily local passenger trains, one each way, 
        were placed in operation and widely publicized.
 (Aug10)Devastating Forest Fire west of Avery along the Idaho-Washington border 85 deaths
 (Dec10)D.J. Whittemore, Chief Engineer of Milw, Retires
 (Winter) Bad snow slides Wallace, Mullan, Upper St. Joe Valley  _________________________________________________________________________________________    1911 Baseballs with cork centers adopted. Beer was most popular beverage at ball games.
     Nation's last homestead land grants in Pot Hole country
         (Jun 28) Fast passenger service (Olympian and Columbian) inaugurated.

1912 
  (Aug12)Milw wreck at Keechelus, WA. Two engines, combination mail/express car and a day   
      coach. Four engine crew and one day-coach passenger were killed. Speed and rail 
      misalignment left track and went into stream-bed under bridge.  Site later was 
      where the new track alignment left the old route.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1913 Milwaukee runs passenger trains into Spokane and on to Marengo via OWR&N tracks. 60 
     hours Chicago to Seattle. 1915. Official birth of St.Maries as a “city”
  (Jul)Yellowstone Trail highway opens Mullan to Missoula.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1914 Milwaukee annual report notes established hospital at Mobridge, S.D. and announces 
     A new one opening at Three Forks, MT Twenty-two other hospitals under contract.
     WW1 Starts. ____________________________________________________________________________________
1915 Yellowstone trail completed Missoula to Spokane.

1916
  (Jul16) D.J. Whittemore, Chief Engineer of Milw, dies
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1917 Earling becomes Chairman of the Board ___________________________________________________________________________________
1920 Population of St. Maries was 1962.                                                                                 
  (Jun8)Former Milw VP Henry R Williams dies in Seattle.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1923
  (Mar 14)George R Peck, former General Counsel MILW-Rd died 
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1925 Albert Earling dies. In Milwaukee-Journal obit 11/11/25, The Pacific Extension ‘was   
  conceived by me 12 years before it was actually carried out. When tramping through the 
  west looking for the best route to the Pacific Coast, I got the idea but it took many  
  years to carry out.” 
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1925 Milwaukee goes into receivership
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1930 Population of St. Maries was 1996.
1935 Milwaukee declares another bankruptcy
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1938 June 19 West-bound Olympian derails on bridge over Custer Creek (MT) 447 die, 75   
     injured.

1970 Burlington Northern merger
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1975 Milwaukee petitions ICC to be included in BN merger.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1977 Milwaukee's petition of 1975 formally denied.
1977 Final bankruptcy declared
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1979 (Aug9) Milwaukee Road's trustee petitions ICC to abandon 2497.7 miles of track west of Miles City.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
1980 St.Maries population 2794
  (Jan30)CC approves abandonment petition.
  (March15)Last train west of Butte leaves Tacoma
_________________________________________________________________________________________

