Ohe Story of
Dancing Loy
appears beneath the Calendar

Pad as a permanent re[erence.
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DANCING BOY

Wisald Reiss, the distinguished arust whose Blackfeet
Indian portraits have been presented on Great Northern
Raslway caleadars for several vears, went to Montana in
T3 for a series of new pictures.

M=, Reiss decided to include portraits of young Black-
ia his aew collection, and made the necessary arrange-
h“& with his friends among the elders of the

'he chicfs pow-wowed, then announced that Danc-
woeld be first to sit for his picture.

ast had established his studio in a small room
Barber shop. There was an extra barber chair
so Mr. Reiss utilized it for a model stand. It
al arrangement, for the chair could be easily

ay morning Chief Last Star, an old-
ﬁ m' appeared at the studio. With
= d boy, dressed in beautiful, beaded
fancy hddress

ing Boy,” said bearnmg Chief

Blackfeet Indian

Dancing Boy looked at the chair, then at his father
and a junior-sized war whoop rolled out of his throar. In

early American language the model-to-be announced that

he was not getting into that chair.

Last Star was amazed; but the artist, who knows the
Blackfeet, was amused. He resumed work on an un-
finished portrait, knowing that a corner conference
between big and little Indians would develop the reason
for the rebellion—and, the reason soon popped out.

“He is afraid you will cut off his braids,”
father. ““He is proud of his long hair.”

said the

“Young man,” said Mr. Reiss gravely (but with a
twinkle in his mind's eve) “I would not want to paint you
if your hair was not long, for 1 wouldn’t be painting a
chief. Come, let's get started on your picture.”

So, munching black cough drops (the lad’s favorite
confection) Dancing Boy sat in the barber chair for the
portrait which appears on Great Northern Railway's
1947 Indian calendar.

Dtnnng Boy, whose family name is Calvin Last Star,
v is a long-legged lad of 14 in the final phase of his
‘k in Brevnmg, Mont., hendqulrmsof d;e

He already has been iniriated into the Bear Brave Hears,
Tepee, Medicine P pe and Medicine Smoke sotieties. He
will become 2 member of other traditional Blackferr
groups as he becomes older

The most accomplished young dancer 2mong the Black.
feet, Dancing Boy is remembered by rhousands of visitors
to Glacier National Park. He was an infant when bos
parents, Theodore and Emma Last Star, were choses,
with several other tribal members, to represent the Black -
feet each summer in the park.

Dressed in magnificent deerskin-and-bead costumes sise
Blackfeet provide 2 memorable greeting 1o wacatiomers
who come to Glacier Park between June 15 and September
15 on the Great Northern's new streamiined Empere
Builder. Passengers on this superbly modern train be _
come acquainted with the Blackfeet before armving in the
park, for tribal legends, artcraft designs and Artisr Rews®
portraits of its outstandmg chiefrains form th-h—-
scheme of the train’s observan car.

Glacier Park's rustic, restful hotcls and ¢
reopencd to the nmn-h*-y- 946 af;




