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T H E  p r e s e n t  U n i o n  S t a t i o n  w a s  b u i l t  i n
1880. w h e n  C h i c a g o  h a d  a  p o p u l a t i o n  o f
500,000 peop le ,  a n d  a t  t h a t  t i m e  w a s  r e -
garded a s  a  m o d e l  i n  t e r m i n a l  f a c i l i t i e s .

The  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  Ch icago t o d a y  is  3,000,000 and
the r a i l r o a d s  e n t e r i n g  t h e  c i t y  h a v e  g r o w n  t o  a
cor respond ing  ex ten t .

T h e  c l a i m  i s  n o t  m a d e  t h a t  t h e  n e w  C h i c a g o
U n i o n  S t a t i o n  i s  a  r a d i c a l  d e p a r t u r e  f r o m  t h e
accepted i d e a  o f  a  m o d e r n  passenge r  t e r m i n a l
o f  i t s  t y p e .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  i t  i s  f e l t  t h a t  t h i s
newest o f  s t a t i o n s ,  i n  t h e  n e g o t i a t i o n s  l e a d i n g
t o  i t s  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  i n  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  m a d e  t o
meet  i t s  p e c u l i a r  r e q u i r e m e n t s ,  i n  t h e  a r r a n g e -
men t  o f  a  c o m b i n e d  r a i l r o a d  a n d  off ice  b u i l d i n g ,
and i n  t h e  so lu t i on  o f  the m a i l  h a n d l i n g  p r o b l e m ,
possesses m a n y  cha rac te r i s t i cs  w h i c h  i n v e s t  t h e
sub jec t  w i t h  d i s t i n c t i v e  in te res t .

T h e  C h i c a g o  U n i o n  S t a t i o n  h a d  t o  b e  c o -
o rd ina ted  w i t h  a n d  w o r k e d  i n t o  a  s c h e m e  o f  a
" c i t y  b e a u t i f u l "  p l a n ;  i t  i n v o l v e d  r e a l  e s t a t e
t ransac t ions  o f  t h e  m o s t  c o m p l e x  n a t u r e ;  i t
necessitated t h e  c rea t ion  o f  new f r e i g h t  t e r m i n a l s
fo r  several ra i l r oads ;  i t  f u rn i shed  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y
fo r  t h e  b u i l d i n g  o f  t h e  f i r s t  l a r g e  r a i l w a y  m a i l
t e rm ina l  b u i l d i n g  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S ta tes  a n d  m a d e
possible a  s t a t i o n  l a y o u t  w h i c h ,  w h i l e  p l a c e d
below the general  st reet  level ,  ow ing  t o  l i m i t a t i o n s
imposed b y  t h e  s i te ,  i s  a  one- leve l  s t a t i o n  i n  t h e
fu l l  m e a n i n g  o f  t h e  w o r d ;  t h a t  i s ,  o n e  i n  w h i c h
the users  f i n d  a l l  o f  t h e  f ac i l i t i e s  o f  t h e  s t a t i o a
on one f l oo r  a n d  t h a t  t h e  t r a c k  leve l  f l oo r.

The  p r o j e c t  i n v o l v e s  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a  h e a d -
house o n  t h e  b l o c k  b o u n d e d  b y  A d a m s  S t r e e t
t o  t h e  n o r t h ,  J a c k s o n  B o u l e v a r d  t o  t h e  s o u t h ,
Cana l  S t r e e t  t o  t h e  e a s t  a n d  C l i n t o n  S t r e e t  t o
the w e s t — t h e  l o c a t i o n  b e i n g  i m m e d i a t e l y  s o u t h
and w e s t  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  U n i o n  D e p o t  B u i l d i n g .

A c o n c o u r s e  b u i l d i n g  w i l l  b e  l o c a t e d  o n  t h e
block i m m e d i a t e l y  t o  t h e  e a s t ,  b o u n d e d  b y
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N e w  C h i c a g o  U n i o n  S t a t i o n  as i t  w i l l  a p p e a r  u p o n  c o m p l e t i o n .  T h e  N e w  O r i e n t a l  L i m i t e d
wi l l  a r r i v e  a n d  d e p a r t  f r o m  t h i s  m a g n i f i c e n t  t e r m i n a l .

Adams ,  J a c k s o n  a n d  C a n a l  S t r e e t s  a n d  t h e
r i v e r — t h e  t w o  b u i l d i n g s  b e i n g  c o n n e c t e d  b y
the ex tens ion  o f  t he  concourse  f l o o r  u n d e r  C a n a l
Street .

T r a i n  s h e d s  w i l l  e x t e n d  f r o m  A d a m s  S t r e e t
t w o  b l o c k s  n o r t h w a r d  t o  M a d i s o n  S t r e e t ,  a n d
f r o m  J a c k s o n  B o u l e v a r d  t w o  b l o c k s  s o u t h w a r d
t o  H a r r i s o n  S t r e e t .  T h e  f o l l o w i n g  v i a d u c t s
c a r r y i n g  e a s t  a n d  w e s t  s t r e e t s  b e t w e e n  C a n a l
Street  a n d  t h e  r i v e r  h a v e  b e e n  c o m p l e t e d  a n d
p u t  i n  serv ice.

L a k e  S t ree t  8 0  fee t  w i d e
R a n d o l p h  S t ree t   8 0  feet  w i d e
Wa s h i n g t o n  S t ree t  8 0  feet  w i d e
M a d i s o n  S t ree t  . .  8 0  fee t  w i d e
M o n r o e  S t ree t  8 0  fee t  w i d e
Va n  B u r e n  S t ree t  8 0  fee t  w i d e
H a r r i s o n  S t ree t  6 6  fee t  w i d e
P o l k  S t ree t   . 8 0  fee t  w i d e
Ta y l o r  S t ree t  8 0  fee t  w i d e

F r o m  M o n r o e  t o  Ta y l o r .  i n c l u s i v e ,  a l l  s t r ee t s
(six i n  n u m b e r  ) h a v e  b e e n  r e c o n s t r u c t e d  a s
between C l i n t o n  a n d  C a n a l  S t r e e t s  t o  m e e t  t h e
grade o f  C a n a l  S t ree t  as  e leva ted .

T h e  M e t r o p o l i t a n  E l e v a t e d  R a i l w a y  h a s  been
raised b e t w e e n  C l i n t o n  S t ree t  a n d  t h e  r i v e r,  a n d
the sur face  l ines  t u n n e l  has  been  l o w e r e d  t o  per -
m i t  t h e  dep ress i on  o f  t r a c k s  a n d  n e w  s t a t i o n
faci l i t ies.

I n  a l l ,  1 0  m a i n  t r a c k s  w i l l  s e r v e  t h e  n o r t h
end o f  the s ta t i on  a n d  14 w i l l  serve t he  sou th  end.

D imens ions  o f  the m a i n  b u i l d i n g  are as fo l lows ;
Leng th ,  e a s t  a n d  w e s t ,  3 2 0  l i n e a l  f e e t ;  l e n g t h .
n o r t h  a n d  s o u t h ,  3 7 2  l i n e a l  f e e t ;  a r e a ,  11 9 , 0 0 0
square fee t ;  o ff ice  b u i l d i n g  u l t i m a t e ; ,  2 2  s to r ies ;
office b u i l d i n g  f l o o r  a r e a ,  6 3 4 , 0 0 0  s q u a r e  f e e t ;
m a i n  w a i t i n g  r o o m  a r e a ,  2 6 , 5 0 0  s q u a r e  f e e t ;
l unch  a n d  d i n i n g  r o o m ; .  1 0 . 0 0 0  s q u a r e  f e e t ;
cab s tand ing  r o o m  c a p a c i t y,  100  cabs; t r a i n  shed,
460,000 square  feet .



H E  f i n a l  u n i t s  o f  t h e  n e w  S t .  P a u l  U n i o n
D e p o t  a r e  r a p i d l y  n e a r i n g  c o m p l e t i o n  a n d
th is  w i l l  b e  o n e  o f  t h e  f i n e s t  a n d  m o s t
c o m i  letely e q u i p p e d  u n i o n  passenger  t e r -

m ina ls  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S ta tes ,  w i t h  m a n y  i n n o v a -
t ions a n d  d e v i c e s  f o r  t h e  p r o m p t  a n d  e f f i c i e n t
hand l i ng  o f  passenger t ra f f i c .

Tw e n t y - t w o  p a s s e n g e r  t r a c k s  l e a d  i n t o  t h e
depot  h a n d l i n g  a  d a i l y  a v e r a g e  o f  2 5 0  t r a i n s .
D i r e c t l y  a b o v e  these  t r a c k s  i s  a n  i m m e n s e  w a i t -
ing r o o m  w i t h  i n d i v i d u a l  s t a i r w a y s  g i v i n g  d i r e c t
access t o  e a c h  t r a c k ,  w h i l e  n u m e r o u s  e l e v a t o r s
assist i n  h a n d l i n g  t h e  c r o w d s  e f f i c i e n t l y.  T h e
great  concourse,  c o v e r i n g  t h e  22  t r a c k s  w i t h  t h e
su r round ing  w h i t e  square b r i c k  c o l u m n s  on  e i the r
side, is  80 feet  w ide  and  400 feet  long ,  we l l  l i gh ted
and e x t r e m e l y  r o o m y  i n  a p p e a r a n c e .  L o c a t e d
along i t s  l e n g t h  a r e  t h e  m e n ' s  w a i t i n g  r o o m ,
t rave lers '  a i d  d e s k ,  t h e  b a g g a g e  c h e c k  r o o m s
where gr ips  are t r a n s p o r t e d  t o  t  his level  b y  d u m b
waiters.  T h e  seats a r e  p l aced  a l o n g  t h i s  avenue
in s u c h  a  w a y  t h a t  passengers m a y  sea t  t h e m -
selves oppos i te  t h e  t r a c k  f r o m  w h i c h  t h e y  a re  t o
leave t h e  s t a t i o n .  T h e s e  t r a c k s  a re  p l a i n l y  i n d i -
cated a n d  a b o v e  e a c h  o n e  i s  a  c l o c k  s h o w i n g
leav ing  t i m e  o f  t he  t r a i n .

The  ex te r io r  o f  the b u i l d i n g  i  t o f  Bed fo rd  stone.
Te n  i m m e n s e  s t o n e  p i l l a r s  s u p p o r t  t h e  f r o n t  o f
the b u i l d i n g  a f f o r d i n g  a n  a r t i s t i c  e n t r a n c e ,  a n d
m i n i m i z i n g  t h e  s e v e r e l y  s t r a i g h t  b u i l d i n g  l i nes .
T h e  s t ruc tu re  conta ins  f ive e levat ions  as f o l l o w s : —
the sub-basement ,  basement ,  m a i n  f loor,  a n d  t w o
upper  f l o o r s .  T h e  s u b - b a s e m e n t  c o n t a i n s  t h e
mechanica l  e q u i p m e n t ,  w o r k  r o o m s ,  a n d  i m m i -
g ra t i on  r o o m s .  T h e  b a s e m e n t  c o n t a i n s  t h e  res-
t a u r a n t  k i tchens,  supp ly  rooms, j an i t o rs '  quar te rs ,
storage rooms,  etc. O n  t h e  m a i n  f l o o r  a r e  f o u n d
the l a r g e  bus iness  l o b b y,  t h e  l u n c h  a n d  d i n i n g
rooms. l ad ieu '  w a i t i n g  r o o m ,  t i c k e t  o ff ices,  d r u g

M a i n  W a i t i n g  R o o m  N e w  St  P a u l  U n i o n  D e p o t .

St. Paul's New Union Depot
store, b a r b e r  s h o p ,  t o i l e t s ,  s h o e  s h i n i n g  s t a n d s ,
parcel  c h e c k  r o o m ,  n e w s  s t a n d s ,  s m o k i n g  r o o m
and baggage  c h e c k  r o o m .  T h e  o f f i ce  f l o o r s  c o n -
t a i n  t h e  D e p o t  C o .  off ices,  w o m e n ' s  r e t i r i n g  a n d
emergency  r o o m s ,  a n d  t h e  Te r m i n a l  R a i l w a y
Post  Off ice.

D i r e c t l y  i ns ide  t h e  l o b b y  en t rance  is t h e  I n f o r -
m a t i o n  B u r e a u ,  a n d  b a c k  o f  th is  a n d  o u t  o f  s ight
o f  t h e  p u b l i c  a r e  t h e  t e l e p h o n e  s w i t c h b o a r d s ,
wh i le  te lephone boo ths  are located in a r o o m  away
f r o m  the  sound o f  the t r a i n  callers and noises of  the
depot .  T h e  t i c k e t  o f f i ce  i s  l o ca ted  i n  t h e  l o b b y
d i r e c t l y  across f r o m  the entrance.  F o u r t e e n  t i c ke t
salesmen a re  e m p l o y e d  t o  t a k e  care o f  the t raff ic .
B a c k  o f  t h e  t i c k e t  sel lers  i s  t h e  genera l  w o r k i n g
space o f  the  t i c k e t  off ice fo rce .

On  the ma in  f loor,  b a c k  o f  the t i c ke t  off ice, over -
l ook ing  t h e  t r a i n  s h e d s ,  i s  t h e  l a d i e s '  w a i t i n g
room.  J u s t  o f f  t h i s  r o o m  are  lava to r ies  i n c l u d i n g
b a t h r o o m s  w h e r e  g o o d ,  h o t ,  r e s t f u l  b a t h s  a r e
ava i lab le  for  a qua r te r,  and p r i v a t e  dressing rooms
for  w h i c h  a  n o : n i n a l  s u m  i s  charged.  U p s t a i r s  is
a b a t h r o o m  f o r  e m p l o y e s ,  t h e n  t w o  e m e r g e n c y
rooms c o n t a i n i n g  f o u r  h o  ;p i ta '  b e  is a n d  a  f i r s t
aid k i t .  T h e  s t a t i o n  m a t r o n  i s  a  t r a i n e d  nu rse .
N e x t  i s  t h e  n u r s e r y,  w h e r e  t i r e d  m o t h e r s  f i n d  a
haven,  couches ,  l i t t l e .  c lea_ i  c r i b s ,  e a s y  c h a i r s .
and a t t e n d a n t s  t o  he lp .

A t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  u p p e r  h a l l ,  n e x t  t o  t h e  w o -
men's w a i t i n g  r o o m s ,  i s  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  Te r -
m ina l  R a i l w a y  Tr a n s f e r  Pos t  Office. T h i  i s  where
ma i l  f r o m  the  Eas t  and  f r o m  the  Wes t ,  t h e  N o r t h
and t h e  S o u t h  i s  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  p r o p e r  t ra las .

As t h i s  i s  a  t r a n s f e r  s t a t i o n  t h e r e  a r e  m a n y
i m m i g r a n t s  pass ing  t h r o u g h .  T h e  i m m i g r a n t s '
r oom d o w n  o . i  t h e  t r a c k  leve l  i s  f i t t ed  w i t h  cook-
ing and  wash ing  faci l i t ies,  b a t h r o o m s .  e t c .  W h i l e
p la i n l y  f u r n i s h e d  i t  i s  c o m f o r t a b l e  a n d  meets  a l l
demands.
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